








8. Sikkim’s forest cover of 43.95% in 1995-96 has increased to 47.59% in
2009 graduating Sikkim to 2nd rank under the Environmental Sustainability
Index in the Country.

We are clearly encouraged by the positive outcome and further working towards
bringing about a double digit growth in the economy. The current level of 20 percent of
plan allocation in the education sector will be further consolidated after regular
assessment. The present level of teacher-student ratio of 1:16 is one of the best in the
Country which need to be sustained and improved upon in subsequent years. We have
achieved more than the national average in many crucial indicators be it health, education,
rural development and tourism.

The State Government is laying special focus on eradication of poverty. A great
deal of emphasis is being given in the rural sectors for the upliftment and development of
the people of the rural Sikkim. Proper designing of schemes and feasible projects are
regularly monitored to ensure that the benefit accruing from these schemes percolates
down to the lowest level of the Society. As a result, the percentage of families living
below the poverty line has been steadily and swiftly decreasing over the decade. This
explains the positive dent we have been able to make into poverty duly strengthening all
sections of people in the State. Plan allocation of seventy percent was made as far back
as 1994 for rural upliftment. The same policy continues to guide our focused social
commitment by duly introducing range of social safety nets to guarantee basic minimum
needs to the deprived and disadvantaged section of the society and provide them a
dignified life.

The spirit of democracy is clearly demonstrated during the tenure of the Sikkim
Democratic Front government over the last 16 years. After having put in place, the
institutional machinery of the Panchayati Raj Institutions as per the 73rd Constitution
Amendment, our Government has forged ahead in creating yet another historic milestone
with the peaceful and orderly conduct of the elections to the urban local bodies in
accordance with the 74th Constitutional Amendment. The entire election process, which
was historical has been free, fair and peaceful. The new regime that has emerged in the
true spirit of the 74th Constitution Amendment will infuse a more creative input into the
developmental scenario of our State.

Democratic decentralization with inclusive and participative governance has been
put in place in every panchayat administrative unit throughout the State. With the creation
of the 27 Block Administrative Centres, the process of decentralized district planning for
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every micro unit of administration within the State has been brought into operation. The
bottoms-up approach to the planning process involving District level officials and elected
representatives of all Gram Panchayats and Zilla Panchayats has now become a reality.
With a view to empowering the Panchayat institutions, the State Government has continued
to earmark 10% of the plan outlay under every developmental sector as decentralized
allocation to be devolved and utilized under the independent discretion and control of the
Zilla and Gram Panchayats within their respective administrative jurisdictions.

The Skill Development Initiative we launched in 2003 has continued to remain the
most effective program to make our educated youths employable, skilled and capable to
harness diverse opportunities available both within and outside the State. Apart from the
existing Directorate of Capacity Building, we have also established the Institute of
Capacity Building in the State to expand the scope of capacity building prospects including
larger avenues with physical facilities including induction of resource persons to impart
training in relevant disciplines. The launching of the Chief Ministers Self-Employment
Scheme has been instrumental in carrying forward the initiatives taken under the Skill
Development Mission and thousands of youth have been covered for vocational ventures
including agro-based activities, IT related vocations, and eco-tourism services.

We have formulated a multi-pronged approach for securing employment oriented
development skills over the decade. Accordingly, the capacity development measures
initiated by the government have contributed to spurring the growth of the economy of
the State even in the midst of the global recession. The capacity building initiatives of the
Government have witnessed commendable success with placement figures recording
well over 70% in the hospitality sector alone.

We have added a new dimension in our effort by establishing one Livelihood School
each in every constituency. Many young boys and girls are undergoing different kinds of
vocational upgradation training in such Institutes across the State.

The State Government accords topmost priority to health sector bringing in fresh
programs from time to time besides upgrading the existing facilities available in the
State. Innovative steps involving both preventive and curative measures which encompass
diagnostic facilities for timely detection of ailments covering all age-groups including
provision of treatment and rehabilitative health care have been undertaken. One of the
most recent initiatives has been the launching of the Chief Minister’s Comprehensive
Annual and Total Check-up for Healthy Sikkim (CATCH) campaign. We need to be
adequately equipped with a comprehensive data covering the health profile of each and



every citizen in the State which will be monitored and updated annually so that the
required delivery mechanism for timely intervention in providing health care and treatment
can be organized more efficiently. This exercise will involve upgrading the technical
expertise of our doctors including the Para-medics as well as improving the physical
facilities for diagnostic services covering the entire network of our medical Centres
throughout the State. We will initiate action in this regard with careful planning and also
chart a realistic road map to achieve the goals.

The existing facilities available with the STNM hospital in Gangtok are inadequate
to cater to the growing pressure for treatment and medical care. With a view to resolving
this problem, we are constructing a 575 bedded multi-specialty hospital within the State
Capital. This project has been conceived to ameliorate the hardship and distress to our
citizens. You will be happy to know that we have already introduced Mobile Medical
Units to cover people living in remote and inaccessible areas.

A number of schemes for extending health care assistance to  patients have been
launched under the Mukhya Mantri Jeewan Raksha Kosh programme. Under the auspices
of this scheme, two programmes namely the Mukhya Mantri Netra Jyoti Yojana and the
Mukhya Mantri Sravan Shaki Samridhi Yojana have been envisaged which provides for
free distribution of spectacles and hearing aids to the needy patients. Problems relating
to anaemia and malnutrition will also be addressed with regular administration of de-
worming and Iron Folic Acid (IFA) supplement courses covering children, pregnant and
lactating mothers including men who are anaemic. My Government has also started
administering MMR (Measles, Mumps and Rubella) vaccine for girl child between age
group of 0-12 years. These programmes will also be complemented with the distribution
of protein supplement food inputs to remedy the malnutrition problems effecting children
under the auspices of the Mukhya Mantri Antyodaya Pustakhar Yojana under the State
Government programme.

Our endeavour has been to free Sikkim from the culture of consumerism and
promote the State as the producer State and the people as productive citizens. We are
working hard to ensure that all kinds of demands created in the State are met within the
State. And we want to see the Sikkimese people themselves fulfill local demands by
being producers of goods and services in the State. Therefore, the State Government is
formulating strategies based on Sikkim’s own natural resources, all the climatic zones
found in the State, geographically rich zone with its immense biodiversity wealth. That
means Demand-Supply graph in the State should be equally maintained and local demand
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should be fulfilled through local efforts on the basis of our own skilled manpower and
increased production of goods and produces locally.

The Sikkim Government has worked relentlessly to guarantee full socio-cultural
and economic security to all sections of the people on a larger canvass of human-centric
development. My Government has the unique distinction of having pioneered to advocate
the movement for women’s empowerment from all perspectives granting them affirmative
share be it with regard to reservation in employment, admission to educational programmes,
election to Legislature, Local Urban Bodies and Panchayati Raj Institutions etc. This
paradigm shift in our Government’s policy towards addressing gender equality covering
every realm of governance will have positive repercussions in transforming the social
fabric and quality of the lives of our people in the years to come and for the posterity.

These forms of special dispensation in various forms and formats have already
been provided to the deserving and needy sections of our citizens falling under the ambit
covering SC, ST, OBC and the differently abled persons including the old aged people.

Closely following the goal of social justice paradigm, my Government has launched
yet another unique scheme under the Chief Minister’s Universal Financial Inclusion
programme to cover all the married rural women in the State. This will empower them
economically which would invariably raise their status and self-esteem in a given society.
Apart from the existing incentives to girl child, the State Government has initiated a
significant social reform measure aiming to provide our womenfolk with complete social
security cover to live a dignified life. With issue of one Smart Card to one married
woman and with an initial deposit of Rs.1000/- for one mother at her credit the scheme
takes off providing her access to Banking to be available at her door steps at her own
village. Besides, this scheme would provide insurance cover against accident, property
losses covering five members of the family.

Our efforts towards harnessing the potential in the eco-tourism sector has begun
to yield dividends to all stakeholders engaged in this industry and more importantly to our
numerous local youths in terms of employment in various activities relating to this booming
trade.

This is a happening area of economic activity in the State and I am convinced that
Sikkim which is already a premiere destination within the Country shall soon find a
respectable place in the world tourism map. The rich cultural heritage, peace and
tranquility, the natural scenic beauty with a breath taking collection of flora and fauna



and the congenial and hospitable nature of our people are very favourable attributes we
have for promotion of tourism industry.

As part of our Government’s effort to provide economic spin-offs for the upliftment
of the population, some very noble projects are being conceived and many of them
already installed and commissioned. These include installation of 135 ft. tall statue of
Guru Padmasambhava at Samduptse, development works at Chardham, Solophok with
facilities like Rishi Kutir, Meditation Centres etc. Another pilgrimage centre Buddha
Park at Ravangla is being developed. Another statue of Chen Regiz in West Sikkim is
being constructed by the Government. Further, construction of Culture Centre at Yangang,
Bhanubhakta Study Centre at Geyzing, Sirijunga Study Centre and Tenzing Hillary Park
shall be completed within this financial year. Construction of Kanchendzonga Tourist
Villa cum Socio-Cultural Centre and Amusement Park at Ranka is completed which
was formally inaugurated by Her Excellency President of India Smt. Pratibha Devisingh
Patil on 15th April, 2010. In fact, we are creating our own pilgrimage and culture tourist
circuit within the State. These infrastructural development works have been conceived
as a means to project Sikkim as a favoured pilgrimage destination for tourists from
within the country as well as from across the globe. Construction of Ramayan Busty is
very much in the pipeline which shall be started at the early date.

The State Government has also undertaken an ambitious project of installing Skywalk
at Bhaleydunga in Sikkim. Closely similar to the one unveiled in Grand Canyon in Arizona,
USA, this one will have some special features of its own both in its elevation which
stands at 10,102 feet and that the cliff will be connected by a ropeway from a nearby
town. This will be a unique project not only in Sikkim but also in the Country. We have
engaged consultants to finalize action plans for the planning, design and execution of
these projects.

The State government has taken  all measures to bring down the fiscal deficit to
3% of the GDP in consonance with the FRBM Act and has left no stone unturned to
ensure that the maximum resources available in the State is mobilized. However, a word
of caution needs to be placed on record that taxation beyond a certain level will not only
be counter productive but also detrimental to the interest of people.

In terms of Connectivity, the Airport at Pakyong built under the aegis of the Airport
Authority of India is making very steady progress. A high level State Committee has
been constituted to monitor and assist the AAI to ensure that the project is completed on
schedule.
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In terms of railway connectivity, the Government of India has been kind to sanction
the rail connectivity from Sevoke to Rangpo at a total cost of Rs. 3380 crores. As per
the latest report, the project has been awarded to M/S IRCON International ltd (Indian
Railway Construction, an undertaking under the Ministry of Railway, Government of
India. The work has since started and would be completed by the year 2015. Thereafter,
the 2nd phase from Rangpo to Gangtok would be taken up.

National Highway 31A double laning has been funded and sanctioned by the Ministry
of Surface Transport to be implemented by the Border Road Organization into a double
lane highway from Sevoke to Nathula. Although the work is in progress, it needs to be
expedited for early completion of the lifeline to Sikkim. The other alternative route to
Siliguri in West Bengal via Chalsa must also be taken up expeditiously. Once these
projects are completed, the people of Sikkim will get immense relief from prolonged
monsoon in the hills and the continuous disruption of the National Highway by rains,
landslides and other natural calamities.

While the Sikkim Democratic Front government in Sikkim has entered into the 17th

year of uninterrupted governance, we are now seeking to bring about comprehensive
development in all sectors in Sikkim under the well-defined Mission mode with 2015 as
the target year. They include:

• Sikkim Total Literacy Mission 2015

• Sikkim Organic Mission 2015

• Sikkim Self Reliant Mission 2015

• Sikkim Social Security Mission  2015

• Sikkim Green Mission 2015

• Sikkim Healthy Mission 2015

• Sikkim eco-tourism Mission 2015

• Sikkim Poverty Free Mission 2015

The above missions indicated, are being closely evaluated and pursued in all sincerity
and honesty. We have also constituted group of experts to ensure that a road map to
achieve the mission is regularly evolved and monitored through to 2015 when we will
have the mission fulfilled in the larger interest of the State and the people. We would



constantly seek the guidance and support of the Central Government to achieve our
target. I am confident that the Hon’ble Prime Minister and all his distinguished colleagues
in the Cabinet and the Planning Commission shall, as usual, bless us with due consideration
and magnanimity.

Further to this, we would also like to apprise this august gathering about the progress
made in various flagship programmes that are presently being implemented in the State.
A team of the Planning Commission had visited the State from 22nd Oct- 27th Oct, 2009
and after visiting the various projects in the Districts and having interacted with the
people, the observations made by the team is given below:-

“The overall performance of the State is very satisfactory. The sincere
implementation of flagship programmes has changed the quality of life of the people
living below the poverty line and these programmes have been very crucial for increasing
their income”.

Let me have your permission to update this gathering on the flagship programs,
their status and highlight issues related thereto:

1. National Rural Employment Generation Programme (NREGS)

The State proposes to achieve 100 days of employment in 2010-11 (from 43
in 2007-08 to 51 in 2008-09). Number of job card holders increased from
30,907 in 2007-08 to 69,213 in 2008-09 and 73,269 in 2009-10 (upto
September 2009).Number of households provided employment increased
from 19,787 in 2007-08 to 52,006 in 2008-09. Projects like construction of
concrete stair path to hill habitations, re-plantation and regeneration of orange
and cardamom plantation, making of minor irrigation channels, construction
of playground for children, land leveling and shaping, terrace farming and
spring sheds have been identified.

All works are being monitored by Gram Panchayats which help in Social
Audit. All records are computerized in MIS and transparency safeguards at
bloc level are followed. Moreover, efforts have been made to converge all
NREGA schemes with other flagship programmes.

2. Indira Awaas Yojana (IAY)

Under IAY, Sikkim has been performing very well together with convergence
under Rural Sanitation. The funding pattern is at the ratio of 90:10%. The
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Government of India guidelines are followed in the implementation of this
programme. This scheme has also been helping in promoting village tourism
in the rural areas. The success rate is around 90%.

3. National Social Assistance Programme (NSAP)

A) Old Age Pension Scheme: With 18,916 beneficiaries covered upto March,
2010 at the rate of Rs 400/- per month (50:50 between centre: state).
Since the pension is very low enhancement of pension by 100% is
suggested by the State Govt. 2009-10 target is of 500 persons.

B) National Family Benefit Scheme (NFBS)

For (i) Widows and (ii) Differently abled persons. All guidelines pertaining
to the scheme are being followed.

4. Prime Minister Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY)

PMGSY was launched on 25th December 2000 and we are in the 7th phase
of road construction (2008-09).In Stage II all new connectivity roads after
its formation cutting is eligible for strengthening and black topping. Owing
to high maintenance costs it is desired that the Central Government bear
the costs for maintenance. The state has won ‘India Today’ Bharat Nirman
Award for best rural connectivity. Road connectivity target is to be completed
by 2011-2012.

5. National Rural Health Mission (NRHM)

Under this Mission programmes like the Reproductive and Child health
Programme, National Vector Borne Disease Control Programme, Integrated
Diseases Surveillance Programme (IDSP), National Iodine Deficiency
Programme, Revised National Tuberculosis Programme, National Blindness
Control Programme and Externally Aided Projects are integrated.

Issues under consideration remain connectivity to difficult areas (for PHC’s
and PHSC’s), infrastructural development in terms of buildings, increase in
honorarium to contractual staff and timely release of funds.

6. Integrated Child Development Services Scheme (ICDS)

Sikkim has 11 ICDS Projects with 988 Anganwadi Centers all over the
state. All beneficiaries are provided supplementary nutrition according to



Government of India norms together with health and nutrition education, on
formal pre-school education, health check up, referral services, immunization
etc.

7. Accelerated Rural Water Supply Programme (ARWSP)

The aim is to provide clean and safe drinking water in the rural areas.
Issues under consideration remain tackling the cases of bacteriological
contamination of water supply for clean and safe water.

8. Total Sanitation Programme (TSC)

The State has won the first Nirmal Gram Puraskar for achieving 100%
sanitation. Individual household latrines achievement in 2007-08 and      2008-
09 is 107% and 106 % with full coverage. All schools and Anganwadi
Centres are also fully covered with sanitation facility.

9. Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA)

With the introduction of SSA the aim of universalization of primary education
is being realized. The success of the programme can be seen by comparing
the present educational scenario with that during the commencement of
SSA in 2002. Infrastructural facilities for primary schools have been created
together with toilet and drinking water facilities.

10. Mid Day Meal Scheme (MDM)

The Mid Day Meal Scheme since its launch in 2002 has been extended to
EGS centres, monastic schools and Sanskrit pathshalas and has been
extended upto the Upper Primary Stage from 2008 onwards.916 institutions
are provided Mid Day Meal. Issues to be considered are the high
transportation cost due to hilly terrain and the cooking cost could be borne
by the Central Government.

11. Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM)

Under JNNURM, ‘rehabilitation of sewers in Gangtok’ and five other
UIDSSMT water supply schemes (Mangan Water Supply, Sewerage
Namchi, Jorethang, Melli, and Rangpo) are under implementation. Funds
provided in the first installment for the city mobility plan under JNNURM
have also been utilized by purchasing 25 new buses for Gangtok town.
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12. Technology Mission for Horticulture in the North East

Progress made in different aspects of horticulture in Sikkim is phenomenal.
Floriculture has witnessed unprecedented growth as has the cultivation of
off-season vegetables. Infrastructure for post harvest and marketing facilities
are being created. Remarkable role is being played by the mission in
strengthening organic farming, capacity development of farmers and
functionaries for which statistics are shown in the write up for the horticulture
department. Issues under consideration remain the enhancement of subsidy
for green houses and support for mass scale rejuvenation of orange and
large cardamom.

13. Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Programme (AIBP)

AIBP schemes have been implemented very effectively in Sikkim. A
total of 370 schemes have been implemented since 1999 to 2007 at a
cost of Rs 1422.46 lacs and coverage of 4730.46 hectare potential
created.

14. Rajiv Gandhi Gramin Vidyutikaran Yojana (RGGVY)

Under RGGVY, the State shall be electrifying 100% villages within
September 2010. Under the scheme, the State is also providing free electricity
connection to the BPL families.

15.  Accelerated Power Development and Reform Programme

Under R-APDR scheme, the amount for Part A has been sanctioned by
the Ministry and the same is being implemented. The Part B- DPR
under this program has been submitted to the Ministry for covering 2
towns.

I strongly urge the Union Government to take all these factors which needs
consideration as this is an invisible economic cost that the State is undergoing and would
have to be looked into in all future decisions that are being taken for assessment of
Sikkim’s Plan and non-plan expenditures. Grants from the Planning Commission,
Government of India, though increased over the years has still remained restricted. This
leads to a greater burden on the State for resource mobilization for which a small state
like Sikkim would find it extremely difficult to cope with.



Coming to the specific detailing of issues flagged under the agenda items for today’s
discussion, I would like to take this occasion to highlight some of the unprecedented
measures introduced by the State Government to tackle the multiple issues over the
decades.

Restoring Dynamism in Agriculture

Agriculture being the most important industry of the world, our effort in Sikkim has
been to attract more and more educated and young Sikkimese to take up agriculture,
horticulture and floriculture as an industry. In floriculture, Sikkim is already the No. 1
State in the Country which would be further nurtured to play more crucial role and
contribute towards the global floriculture output. All measures comprising technology
transfer, delivery of inputs, pre and post harvest technology, marketing etc. will be
systematically organized and judiciously harnessed for greater result. This will be done
particularly with regard to re-plantation of cardamom in our cardamom farms. Similarly,
greater emphasis will be given to tea plantation and new plantation and rejuvenation of
orange orchards in the State.

We are entering into a tie-up with Himalaya Drug Company, Bangalore to boost
the rural economy through contractual farming with 100% buy-back of the production in
chirata, kutki and bojo and other medicinal plants without any expenditure of the State
Government.

To further provide additional marketing facility to our farmers, four Kisan Bazars
in four districts are being constructed during this financial year, followed by seventeen
Kisan Bazars at the BDO level in the villages We are undertaking this project to provide
ready outlet for organically growth produce by our farming community, and fulfil demands
of the consumers across board.

The call given by Sikkim Government to make Sikkim totally organic has caught
the imagination of the entire people in the region. With less than 14 percent land available
for productive cultivation in the State, the share of agriculture to gross state domestic
product (GSDP) has come down from 48.7% in 1980-81 to 18.8% in 2006-07. Therefore,
we have been trying to find an effective way to supply high value produce within the
limited land to the world population who are growing more health conscious and seeking
to ignore the chemically-treated food items across board.

While organic farming practices along the hilly states generally revolves around
securing livelihood on their small rain fed farms, our approach has been a comprehensive
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package seeking to transform every inch of the Sikkimese soil into organically viable
and sustainable land to promote Sikkim as brand entity on organic farming. The Mission
has been to transform Sikkim into a total organic state.

In addition to regular drive underway to transform our land as totally organic, there
are other related issues to be pursued to fully reap the benefit accruing from the organic
mission which include organic certification, identifying competitive organic market and
cost effectiveness.

Managing India’s Water Resources

You are aware that Sikkim Himalayas forms the vital link to connect large river
bodies of Indus River Basin, Ganges River Basin and onward to Brahmaputra River
Basin which extends further on to Yangtze and Mekong. The Himalayas as the water
tower of Asia sustains life in the Indian subcontinent. This explains how significant is the
sustained health of the Himalayas for us. However, there is certain degree of
environmental concerns caused by the process of global warming. The issue of Climate
Change is debated worldwide like never before, with world power concerned about the
outcome and impact of the climate change phenomenon.

I am pleased to inform this august gathering again that the Sikkim Government had
started taking long-term initiatives way back in the early 1990s when the debate on
climate change and commitment on cutting the CO2 emission was not seriously tabled
as it is today. That means, together with pursuing our development imperatives, the
State Government in Sikkim has been conscious of environmental wealth to promote the
concept of carbon sink economy in the State.

I seek to inform this august gathering that we took the first conscious initiative way
back in 1995-96 by declaring that year as Harit Kranti Varsh and the year 2000-1010 as
Harit Kranti Dashak. And during the last one and half decade, we have taken some
historical decisions to conserve the Himalayan eco-system. They include:

• ban on green felling in forest;

• ban on use of non-biodegradable materials like plastic and poly-bags;

• ban on grazing in reserved forest areas, plantation areas and water sources
areas;

• launch of “Smriti Van” program;



• introduction of Compulsory Environment Education in Schools; establishment
of State Biodiversity Park Butterfly Park, Birds’ Sanctuary and creation of
herbal gardens across State;

• blanket ban on scaling of sacred peaks and also defilement of sacred caves,
sacred rocks, sacred lakes, chortens and sacred hot springs;

• free LPG connection for people belonging to the economically weaker section
of society;

• abandoned and closing down of 2700 hectare of “G” Firing Range acquired
by the Army establishment in North Sikkim;

• creation of Eco-Club, Green Funds in Schools & Colleges;

• ban on killing of Wildlife;

• ban on commercial exploitation of medicinal plants from the wild; and

• launch of Sikkim Green Mission.

As people living in the Himalayan heights and who intermingle and interact freely
with the sublime Nature on a daily basis, we the Sikkimese people, have sensed the
growing impact of global warming as manifested in erratic climatic behaviour, irregularity
in the food chain system, unseasonal river floodings, landslides etc. With a sense of
heightened urgency, we constituted Glacier and Climate Change Commission in January
2008 to adequately safeguard environmental sanctity in this region and generate abounding
global commitment towards effective measures to contain global warming.

As part of the mandate available with the Commission, scientists and glaciologists
have carried out a number of studies and field visits to glaciers high in the Himalayas,
with some very positive observation amidst global concerns. Of lately, the State
Government has also taken initiative to prepare State Action Plan on Climate Change
for Sikkim in collaboration with German Technical Cooperation to address urgent issues
regionally.

Apart from all the institutional interventions, the State Government is also initiating
certain innovative measures at a very local level, at the district and Gram Panchayat
level. One such initiatives is the Dhara Vikas i.e. Spring-shed Development program to
adapt to climate change and ensure rural water security. In Sikkim, Muhaan, Simsaar
and Dhara- the mountain spring and its tributaries have been traditionally playing a vital
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role in providing water security to nearly 65,000, i.e. over 80% of the rural households.
These springs get recharged from the sub-surface flow or from the rain-water that
percolates down.

However over the years, many of these springs are drying up or becoming seasonal
and the discharge during the lean season is declining. These have reduced the “sponge
action” of the land and consequently limited rainwater percolates down creating a
hydrological imbalance in some of the watersheds. It has been estimated that less than
15% of the rainwater is able to percolate down through deforested slopes to recharge
the springs, while the remaining flows down causing floods. Hence Government operated
water supply and drinking water schemes are being adversely impacted due to the
diminished discharge of springs. It has also been forecasted that global warming and
climate change will further adversely impact the spring water resources. Hence
development of these spring sources under the banner of Dhara Vikas- Spring-shed
Development under NREGA will help in ensuring long term water security for the villages
of Sikkim.

Village water sources most of which are based in the private lands play a critical
role in ensuring rural water security. Water is increasingly becoming a critical ingredient
for sustainable development. A mapping work has been initiated to document the status
of these water sources on a GIS platform using GPS (Global Positioning System) and
field survey. Information pertaining to each spring like its location, elevation, land
ownership, discharge, households dependent etc is being collected to evolve Village
Spring Atlas using GPS and field survey to ensure sustainable management of water
resources. The target has been to map 1000 springs in one year.

Being a high altitude state, the consumption of firewood in the rural households is
substantial. Hence the RM&DD through the State Renewable Energy Development
Agency (SREDA) has been providing 100% subsidy on gobar gas and LPG in large
quantities. This has resulted in a substantial reduction in firewood over the years. Recently
solar water heaters at household level are also being provided as alternative to firewood
to the high altitude remote villages where regular supply of LPG is difficult.

The more recent initiative namely ‘Ten Minutes to Earth’ program was started
in 2009. Dedicated to the environmental well being of the State, this campaign has
gained immense popularity among all sections of people. Like on all other occasions,
plantation drive under this particular program has become very popular among people.



The people of Sikkim again planted saplings in large number on June 25, turning this
event as an annual ritual, as annual festival. This day will be observed every year as
green day throughout the State planting yet another lakhs sapling by the people.

Problems in Achieving Power Generation Targets

Closely linked with our mission to attain self sufficiency is harnessing our rich
natural resources. My Government has taken a bold initiative to judiciously harness the
abundant resource potential with regard to hydel energy. Bestowed with a handsome
hydel power potential of 8000 MW, we have so far commissioned projects which have
the capacity to generate 610 MW of hydel energy which leaves considerable gap against
the total exploitable hydel potential of 8000 MWs.

The present generation capacity of 610.70 MWs is particularly contributed by the
510 MW Teesta Stage V Hydel Project as well as the 60 MW Rangeet Hydel project
along with several other mini and micro hydel projects which have been commissioned
over the recent years.

We also have, in the pipe-line, as many as 21 hydel power projects which have
been entrusted for execution on joint venture between State Government and reputed
power producers and the National Hydro-electric Power Corporation. These projects
envisage a combined installed generation capacity of 5000 MW. Four projects are targeted
to be operational during the XIth Five Year Plan with a projected installed generation
capacity of 1900 MWs. The Sikkim Power Development Corporation (SPDC) will also
initiate steps to take up projects in partnership with the State Government under the PPP
module. In all these ventures, the SPDC and the Government of Sikkim will hold equity
of 26% as well as enjoy 12% free power for 15 years which will be enhanced to 15%
over the subsequent period till the 35th year of the contractual agreement. Apart from
the above arrangements from the PPP contract, the contractual agreement will also
yield a fair share of dividend from these projects.

Issues pertaining to Urbanization

The State Government in Sikkim has long deliberated on the need for planned and
scientific development of our urban habitation. Compared to the plain areas, hill states
like Sikkim has unique land pattern and land usages with larger percentage of land
falling under private ownership. Therefore, any scheme for urban development depends
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on multiple factors including cost effectiveness, land stability and long term utility of the
public services thus created. In order that we are well positioned and amenable to local
geography and other factors, we have already initiated a number of steps for urban
renewal.

In terms of urban planning and to ease congestion in major towns, we have
undertaken initiative on “Eco-City-State” which provides for equitable development of
both the urban and rural habitation to alleviate existing disparities in terms of basic
amenities, livelihood opportunities, address city congestion and discourage rural urban
migration.

Gangtok is already a premier city. We have created an open mall duly transforming
a busy thoroughfare into a pebbled pavement with flowers pots and water fountains
decorating the market place. By replicating this unique and successful experiment, we
are in the process of beautifying all our notified bazaars in the same line. Duly unveiled
by Dr. Monteksingh Ahluwalia ji in March 2008, the Gangtok mall in the city is free from
all the vehicular traffic and is environmentally clean.

The urban expansion that we witnessed immediately after state’s merger was
within the limited resources and local expertise to meet immediate need and requirement.
As the expansion schedule was based on short term judgment, it left hardly any room for
future planning to incorporate modern and professional inputs into the whole urban planning
strategy for our already existing towns in the State.

The State Government is seriously working out long term plan to develop a satellite
town in the periphery of Gangtok to provide an alternative to the capital town. This, you
are aware, has been part of our policy planning to present a long-term future perspective
on urban planning in terms of potential growth and expansion vis-à-vis the limited space
available with us for human habitation.  Therefore, this calls for a more scientific and a
highly professional plan strategy so that public facilities in the urban areas could be
effectively located or re-located without compromising on the quality of the services
being provided to our citizens.

Sikkim State as a whole falls within the seismic zone V and is vulnerable to
earthquake and its consequences. As most of our towns and bazaars have been carved
out of the hilly slope, earthquake of small intensity or of minor tremor can cause major
damage to human life and property. We have already experienced and encountered
earthquakes of considerable intensity causing damage to our properties. Many of our



important public buildings and infrastructural facilities have sustained major cracks. We
can do little about this natural phenomenon, but can devise ways to minimize the effect.

In addition to growth of towns on a more physical sense, we are also looking
forward to developing our towns as more productive units for facilitating greater business
transaction and from the tourism point of view also, creating maximum number of
opportunities for our people.

To provide a long-term solution to this growing trend, we have engaged the Surbana
Consultancy Firm from Singapore for scientific urban planning in the State. They have
carried out an in depth study about the growth potential of urban infrastructure in the
State. With the full support of the Central Ministry, I am sure that we will succeed in our
mission.

The flagship programme of Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission
(JNNURM) launched by the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India in December 2005,
has benefited Sikkim to a great extent and has enabled the State to primarily address
the issues of urban poverty and infrastructure. The foundation stone of Housing
Colony at Rangpo was formally laid by the Union Minister Madam Kumari Selja in
December 2009. As the BSUP project, this housing complex will provide housing
facilities to the needy and poor people, contributing significantly towards our goal of
making Sikkim as kucha house free State at the earliest . It gives me immense
satisfaction to share that under the Integrated Housing and Slum Development for
notified Slum Area, a total of 254 units of housing would be constructed over an
area of 2.29 hectares at Rangpo and 8.6 hectares at Gangtok at a total cost of Rs.
2517.14 lakhs.

The State Government has, under the Panchayati Raj, dedicated almost 70% of
the State budget to the rural poor, a distinct policy and now with these targeted reforms
under JNNURM the State shall focus on the three pro-poor reforms to ensure that the
city development is inclusive and in accordance with the strategy of inclusive growth
adopted by the 11th five year Plan. As advised by the Ministry, a time bound action plan
will be provided for Gangtok and towns of Sikkim for providing entitlements and amenities
as envisaged in the 7 point charter within the Mission period. Implementation of these
plans shall be done by availing funds under JNNURM State and Urban Local Bodies
(ULB) resources, institutional financing and resources through the Public Private
Community partnership.
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The State Government has furthered its effort in terms of Beautification and
Modernization of existing Bazars. As part of town beautification drive, a uniform, standard
state-of-art design and architectural model shall be evolved as a blue-print for construction
of all private and government structure and buildings.

We very humbly acknowledge people’s appreciation including the visiting tourists
of our innovative pebbled lane developed along the Mahatma Gandhi Marg in the heart
of the city. Similarly, Namchi bazaar has been remodelled giving a distinct look attracting
both the common men and the visiting tourists. We propose to undertake similar
beautification works of all our towns and bazars in the State namely, Melli Bazar, Makha
Bazar, Namthang Bazar, Kaluk Bazar, Yangang Bazar, Rhenock Bazar, Rongli Bazar,
Pakyong Bazar, Soreng Bazar, Maniram Bhangyang Bazar, Ranipool Bazar, Sombarey
Bazar, Kewzing Bazar, Majitar in South Sikkim and Dentam Bazar in Sikkim.

Sikkim, you are aware, is all Nature. All and everything you find here are natural.
In fact, everything natural here has greatly shaped people’s thoughts, feelings and
imagination. In its varied manifestations, Nature provides people with solace, sermons
and gods. In the State, we have decided to base all our development strategies on our
natural resources without jeopardizing the tranquil atmosphere and the serene ecological
balance.

Special Problems of Tribal Development

Even with the projected 8.5 % growth rate in 2010-11 and a 9 % growth rate
forecasted for 2011-12, internal strife and disturbing elements are creating a war-like
situation in many parts of the Country. Therefore, the most immediate and pertinent
understanding of development on the whole should be translating statistics into authentic
human happiness in absolute sense.

As a welfare State, Sikkim presents the best semblance of socio-economic equity
to guarantee to all sections of population access to all fundamental rights, economic
opportunities and provide to them decent living standard. Interest of SC, ST, OBC and
weaker sections of society is safeguarded through various socially relevant measures.
While backward sections of people in many parts of the Country tend to turn violent, in
Sikkim all sections of people are provided with equal access to and capacity formation
to harness all kinds of socio-cultural and economic opportunities. As per the calculation
made by the State authority based on National Survey Sample (NSS) data per capita



asset value of the Scheduled Tribes (Bhutias and Lepchas) in Sikkim is Rs 71,700 as
against national average of the STs of Rs 30,000. The per capita asset value in general
of the Sikkimese population is Rs. 60,000 as against the national average of  Rs. 40,000.

Sikkim surrounded by three international borders, has been an oasis of peace,
tranquility and mutual respect. This we maintain, both as our ancient legacy and our
consistent guarding of any untoward development detrimental to the peaceful co-existence
prevailing in the State. As Member of the larger Indian fraternity, we have always been
a friendly neighbor to our fellow population in Bhutan, China and Nepal. With the re-
opening of traditional trade with the Tibet Autonomous Region of China via Nathula in
Sikkim, we have enlarged the scope of mutual cooperation turning the hard border into
a soft border where human element inter-mingles more freely thereby strengthen human
bonding further ahead.

In Sikkim, the economic development is constrained by its geographical location.
We need to address the growing demographic shift in the State both because of tendency
to opt for rural-urban migration and strike a fine balance between the nature of
employment opportunity and profile of job seekers locally and nationally. There is an
imperative need to establish a wider connect to bring in greater economic vibrancy to
the North East which is generally a slow growth region. People from the North East
should be allowed to and empowered enough to re-assert in our natural strength and set
a long-term program to effectively harness our resources promoting handicraft and
handloom, horticulture, floriculture, hydro-power potential, eco-tourism, so on and so
forth.

Protection of Himalayan bio-diversity and the forward and backward linkages
emanating from it to the entire Himalayan community has never been quantified. The
sacrifice being made by the people of Sikkim for the sustainability of the region should
be well appreciated and needs to be taken into account. And we always look forward to
an appropriate action plan to adequately compensate us for the sacrifices we made.

There are issues both domestic and also foreign with regard to managing the
claims and counter-claims and the eminent stresses in water economy. The report of
China seeking to divert the natural flow of Brahmaputra in Tibet region will surely spell
disaster to the lowland economy of the North East including other parts of the Country.
While the central government has put forward its studied position to address the risks of
climate change, both nationally and internationally, I urge the Central Government to
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argue through all impending development with regard to water sharing, protection of the
glacier and a special economic package to all Himalayan States to carry forward their
conservation measures.

The tremendous strides and the development milestones achieved by Sikkim have
been made possible with the full support and assistance of the Central Government.
Much is being prioritized and achieved by the State Government but with its limited
resources and financial constraints, we are often time restraint to fully exploit the
development potential of the State. I take this opportunity to thank the Hon’ble Prime
Minister and the Central Government for extending support to the people of Sikkim. And
we look forward to receiving similar support in all our endeavours in the future.

I am pleased to note that the Planning Commission has begun the process for
preparing the Twelfth Five Year plan. I am confident that the Hon’ble Prime Minister
with a panel of experts and professionals will succeed in providing the most
comprehensive future road map of holistic development for the Country.

I would like to congratulate the Hon’ble Prime Minister and the Central Government
for the consistency and commitment to put Indian economy on a path of faster and more
inclusive growth and to see and guarantee that no single section of society is left behind
in the overall growth process of the Country.

Assuring the Hon’ble Prime Minister of our highest consideration and support as
always, I once again thank the Central Government and the Planning Commission for
inviting me to the National Development Council meeting.

Thank you.

Jai Hind.

]  ]  ]
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Chief Ministers’ Conference on Internal Security
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi

February 7, 2010

Hon’ble Prime Minister, respected Dr. Manmohan Singhji, Union Home Minister,
Shri P. Chidambaram ji, respected fellow Chief Ministers, Union Ministers, Union Home
Secretary Shri G.K. Pillai saheb and officials from the Central Government and the
State Governments,

I bring with me the warmest greetings from the people of Sikkim to the Hon’ble
Prime Minister, Home Minister and all other dignitaries present today. While we step
into the New Year with a renewed commitment to the safety and security of our
countrymen, Sikkim I believe can always inspire a positive way forward to advance the
cause of peaceful co-existence, progress and prosperity. And in this crucial meeting, the
Sikkimese people are all too willing to provide that ambience of mutual friendship to
further strengthen our collective sense of belonging and for the successful conclusion of
this meeting.

You are aware that Sikkim has always maintained and advanced that historical
track record of maintaining peace as a model of highest order for the entire Nation. As
an oasis of peace, Sikkim continues to remain immune to disturbing elements all around
across the international borders and also across borders we share with other States
within the Country. The amount of sacrifices we have made time and again and the
immense socio-economic stress that we experience can only be imagined.

As a State surrounded by three international borders, we have very limited choice
while designing our development strategies and largely constraint by our locational
disadvantage to effectively respond to the hopes and aspirations of our people. However,
the level of development that we have accomplished in Sikkim over the last one and a
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half decade has been highly satisfying duly fulfilling the dreams of the Sikkimese people.
I am grateful to the Central Government for all the support and assistance provided to
our cause at different levels and at different point of time.

The Sikkimese people are living in peace for centuries together and Sikkim is free
from the obvious signs of terrorism and extremist acts in the usual sense of the terms.
However, I would like to draw the kind attention of all the dignitaries present today that
while there have been no terrorist or extremist acts, the State has had to face another
kind of extremism – i.e. of being held hostage and rendered isolated from the rest of the
Country for no fault of ours and for no reason that we acknowledge. Locationally,
Sikkim is connected with the rest of the Country by the only communication link, the
31A National Highway which passes through the Darjeeling district of West Bengal.

For more than two decades, Sikkim’s socio-economic pace has been adversely
affected by the political movement for a separate State in the neighbouring district of
Darjeeling. Therefore, our quintessential worry is that in spite of rationality or constitutional
validity for or against the formation of statehood as claimed by the pro and anti agitationists
or their affiliated units, why do we as the citizens of this great country are frequently
disrupted in our free movement, denied our basic right and dignity or denied our right to
seek fulfillment as part of national pride. The loss we have suffered due to frequent
blockades of National Highway 31A- our only link with the national mainstream cannot
be measured in quantifiable terms alone. The acute mental agony and trauma that we
suffer and the fear elements mostly remain unaccounted for across board. May I have
the permission to communicate this today in this important platform.

Ever since the intensification of the agitation in the neighbouring areas of the State
in 1986, the agitationists have not only blocked the National Highway at will but also
created a kind of fear psychosis amongst the people of Sikkim. Truck owners plying on
the highway have faced recurrent demands for payment of ransom. Since last year,
they have raised their own police personnel who have also subjected our people to
checks of vehicles and uncalled for harassment on the pretext of curbing drug trafficking
causing unnecessary panic amongst the general public. Our products which are brands
in Beer and Liquor are not allowed movement outside the State. With the blockade of
our only lifeline, all our development works are being pushed to a standstill causing loss
to our working hours. This heavily hampers our development tempo. Besides, Sikkim is
always prone to natural calamity and the recurrent blockade along our national highway
adds salt to injury by the man-made calamity.



Apart from usual tension created along the border, our people also experience
grave uncertainty due to incidents of murder and loot taking place across the border
along the contiguous areas like Okhrey, Ribdi Bhareng, Sombaria, Mangsari, Tharpu,
Sibsu-Budang, Naya Bazar in West Sikkim, Jorethang, Majhitar, Melli, Lower Pamphok
in South Sikkim and Rangpo, Kamarey, Reshi and Rhenock in East Sikkim. Groups of
anti-social elements have frequently crossed the inter-state border and indulged in criminal
act. They indulge in illegal timber felling and overnight shifting across the porous border.
When an accused smuggling kerosene from Sikkim was checked at the inter-state border
in March 2009, a group of 30 to 50 agitators from Melli, West Bengal ransacked the
police post on Sikkim side. On denial of bail to those arrested in the subsequent case, a
group of agitators blocked the National Highway.

My purpose in highlighting the above incidents is to draw attention to the state of
lawlessness prevailing in the area and that something needs to be done about it. It is
because of the disturbed environment that pro and anti agitationists are seeking to isolate
us on the slightest pretext and make unreasonable claims. The State has joined not only
geographically with the Indian Union in 1975 but has also emotionally integrated to it
during the last 15 years. Therefore, attaining emotional integration along with the prevailing
peace and tranquility has been our biggest achievement.

I would like to apprise this august meeting that alongside improvement in policing,
the State Government has also laid emphasis on development, good governance and
better delivery mechanism to meet the Internal Security Challenges. Today Sikkim is
leading producer of floriculture and organic vegetables as well as cardamom and ginger.
Because of the disturbances in Darjeeling, hotel bookings have considerably gone down
in the State and perishables like flowers have rotted causing huge loss to the entrepreneurs
besides missed chances of livelihood to many including those engaged in construction
activities.

Sikkim has already been recognized as the eco-friendly tourism destination in the
entire country. However the recurrence of disturbances has already started taking its
toll and affecting this industry which has made us lose over Rs. 100 crores every year
raising the cumulative monetary loss to over Rs. 1000 crores. We can well imagine the
quantum of loss that we have suffered since 1986. If such blockades continue, it will not
be long before this State gets sucked into the culture of violence witnessed in other
region. In order that Sikkimese people receive due respect and dignity as guaranteed
under the Constitution, it is necessary that governance be restored in the troubled area
across the border.
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Capacity Buildng

Regarding capacity building of the Police, I would like to state that the State
Government had reviewed the strength of State Special Branch in 2008 and sanctioned
a large number of additional posts, which has more than doubled its strength.

Additional posts have also been sanctioned for the Police Stations and Traffic and
action to fill up the vacancies has been initiated through recruitment and promotions.
The existing number of Police Stations is sufficient to handle any eventualities and,
therefore, new Police Stations have not been considered for the present. Two more
IRB’s have since been sanctioned and the process of raising them is under way. The
requirements of Industrial security will be met by these IRB’s.

Skill development has been a focal concern of the State Government. A new
Police Training Centre has been constructed at Yangang, South Sikkim and this will
considerably enhance the training capacity of the State Police. Officers of different
ranks are regularly sent for specialized trainings at various facilities of the Government
of India in the field of intelligence, investigation and special operations.

Strengthening of Counter Terrorism Capabilities

Sikkim being a compact State, we do not have Quick Response Teams and Special
Intervention Units at the Police Station levels. However, these two units, fully equipped
and trained, are stationed at the State Headquarters at Gangtok. Government has recently
approved increase in the strength of Special Task Force from 30 to 60.

The Special Branch has identified some important religio-cultural institutions and
public places which require security cover and the custodians of these places have been
advised to put in place the necessary physical security measures including CCTVs.
Guidelines on security of these places are under consideration.

A dedicated number for the Police Stations exists which is felt to be adequate
for the present. The State does not have a Forensic Science Laboratory. Expert
opinion is obtained from the Central Forensic Science Laboratory at Kolkata but
that takes considerable time. Request for a CFSL in Sikkim is under consideration
of the Government of India and we shall be grateful for its favourable consideration
at an early date.



There are no plans at present for introduction of Biometric Licenses and RFID
smart number plates. However, the system of High Security Registration Plates for all
vehicles has been implemented in the State.

A well equipped Control Room manned round the clock by a gazetted police officer
exists to receive and disseminate information on terrorism or other forms of organized
violence or crime. Contingency Plan for Handling Terrorist/Extremist Attack has been
prepared and issued by the State Government. Individual Standard Operating Procedures
(SOP) of concerned agencies are in the process of being finalized. In view of the
prevailing peace there has not been a need for a Surrender-cum-Rehabilitation policy
for militants in the State.

Intelligence Strengthening

A separate cadre for the Special Branch has not been considered as in a small
organization this would restrict the career prospects of personnel and also close the
organization from induction of fresh talent. SMAC has been operationalised since 2008
and intelligence is shared on a regular basis amongst the concerned agencies in the
State. Land has been earmarked for a new Special Branch office. Regarding up gradation
of its technical infrastructure and a manual for the Special Branch the State Police is in
touch with the IB.

The need to involve the society as a whole to prevent terrorist incidents has been
recognized by the State Govt. and in this regard we have refocused on the beat constable
system to augment the intelligence gathering by the police including in respect of suspicious
elements and outsiders. Help of the panchayats and other public groups is being taken
for the purpose. Provisions have also been made in the Sikkim Police Act for appointment
of Special Police Officers, Village Guards, Village/Town Defence Parties and Community
Liaison Groups.

There have been only few cases of fake Indian Currency Notes. However, the
state Police is alert to the threat and a State level committee headed by the ADGP, CID
has been constituted for monitoring the generation, printing and circulation of counterfeit
notes. The State Government has signed the Memorandum of Understanding for the
CCTNS and further action in this regard is under way.
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Police Reforms

In respect of Police Reforms, Sikkim was the first State in the country to implement
the directions of the Apex Court.  There is a transparent process for recruitment to the
police. Recruitment to the gazetted rank is through the State Public Service Commission.
Shift system for the subordinate officers is already in existence. As regards budget,
provisions to the extent possible have been made under plan and non-plan allocation.
Sikkim is a land locked State in the North East region with a narrow resource base and
is largely dependent on Central funds. Hence dependence on the MPF funds will continue
for modernization of the State Police Force. A need has not been felt for a separate
head of account to cover expenditure on investigation. Observations of the CAG have
been answered and attended to in time.

However, modernization of the force and providing it with the required equipment
has not been to the desired levels as there are no manufacturers or suppliers of police
equipment of repute or their dealers in the area. Delays on account of same should be
taken into account by the MHA while settling the MPF funds for the State. The State
has been provided a modest budget of about Rs. 5 crores which is inadequate to meet
the requirements, particularly in regard to housing where the satisfaction level is only
20%.

Issues Relating to Border Management

The Check-Post Branch Police is mandated to check infiltrations on the international
borders and collect cross border intelligence having a bearing on national security. All
international borders are well manned by various security forces like the Army, ITBP,
SSB and the Check-post Police.

The peaceful reunion of many family members, near and dear ones after the
daylong struggle of life was abruptly interrupted by the cruel night of 26/11/2008. And
while Mumbai witnessed the nocturnal inferno unleashed by the terrorists, the Country
woke up to an uncomfortable realization that India with the billionth-plus population and
with all the resources at hand was still vulnerable to gruesome act of terrorism.

However, it goes to the credit of Hon’ble Prime Minister and Home Minister and
all the machineries for having successfully devised and redesigned our security
management to thwart all other possible acts of terrorism in the Country. I heartily



congratulate the Prime Minister and the Home Minister for strengthening the faith of
the common people in peace and security, sovereignty and integrity of the Nation and
the Country’s resilience to face all threats upfront with pride and national power. I also
take the opportunity to assure the Central Government of the total support of the people
of Sikkim and the State Government to the national security policy that may be framed
in the future to further strengthen our own position.

Before concluding, I would like to take this occasion to heartily congratulate the
Prime Minister and the Home Minister for strengthening the faith of the common people
in peace and security, sovereignty and integrity of the Nation and the Country’s resilience
to face all threats upfront with pride and national power. I also take the opportunity to
assure the Central Government of the total support of the people of Sikkim and the State
Government to the national security policy that may be framed in the future to strengthen
our position.

Thank you.

Jai Hind.

]  ]  ]
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Conference of Chief Ministers’ on
Prices of Essential Commodities

Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi
February 6, 2010,

Hon’ble Prime Minister, respected Dr. Manmohan Singh ji, Hon’ble Union Minister
of Agriculture, Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, Shri Sharad Pawar ji,
Secretaries and senior officials from the Central and State Government present,

Sikkim tucked in the Himalayan belt with international borders in three sides,
connected with the mainland India across the chicken neck area with West Bengal
border. As a landlocked State with only road communication, the transportation cost is
relatively high in Sikkim which also adds up burden to general pricing in the State.  In
view of all these factors, we pin very high hope to this meeting being chaired by Hon’ble
Prime Minister for evolving some specific mechanisms to ease out difficulties faced by
us.

Over the decades, the State Government in Sikkim has been trying to enhance the
per capita yield in our limited farmland. And we have been adopting various means to
attain self sufficiency in the production of food items at a very local level. One of the
most revolutionaries of the means adopted is promotion of organic farming practices in
the State. Our mission is to make Sikkim a fully organic State by 2015. We are working
fully to fulfill domestic demands through local production. We have taken up many
innovative schemes like Dairy Mission and Poultry Mission with adequate technological
inputs and professional guidance to our farmers.

In the area of horticulture and floriculture, we have made significant headway.
Our products like cymbidium orchids are exported extensively across the Country.



Traditionally, we have been the largest producers of large cardamom in the Country.
Our cash crops that we produce include cardamom, mandarin orange, ginger, tea and
cherry pepper. Because of our locational disadvantage, we can not practically expand
on our production venture. However, we are fortunate to have all the climatic zones
within the aerial distance of over 114 kms. We are, therefore, locating and relocating
production of certain species of food items according to their climatic specifications.
Regular import of food items is made through the Public Distribution System (PDS) and
also procurement by private traders from the nearest city of Siliguri.

The State Government has been working continuously for the welfare of the general
public but with special attention towards the population living Below Poverty Line (B.P.L.).
While formulating its policies and implementing the Central Government schemes, utmost
care is taken to ensure that the benefits of all the schemes reach to the targeted group.
Amongst various welfare schemes implemented in the State, the Public Distribution
System occupies the highest importance as this is a scheme through which food security
is ensured.  Ensuring food security for the weaker section of the society has received
the highest attention of the State Government.

With an effort to ensure food security, the State Government is implementing the
Central and State Government sponsored schemes very effectively and sincerely.  Under
various schemes, subsidized rice is distributed to the identified families and individuals
through government approved Fair Price Shops located across the State.

As part of welfare measures to uplift the weaker sections and strengthen our
social safety net, families identified as Below Poverty Line are getting 35 kgs of rice per
month at the subsidized rate of Rs.4 per kg.  Similarly, families falling under Mukhya
Mantri Antodaya Annadan Yojana (MMAAY) receive 35 kgs of rice free of cost.  Under
the Expanded Antodaya Annadan Yojana (EAAY), 6600 families receive 35 kgs of rice
at the rate of Rs. 3 per kg.  Besides, the State Government also provides rice at the rate
of Rs.4 per kg under the Mukhya Mantri Khadya Suraksha Abhiyan (MMKSA) to a
total of 25,478 families 35kgs of which is subsidized by the State Government.

No doubt, all these schemes have been able to provide a huge relief to the people
but the recent global phenomenon of price rise has posed formidable challenge to the
efforts of the State Government. The impact of the unprecedented rise in the price of
food commodities have been felt by the people of Sikkim.  Sikkim being basically a non
producing State, the impact of price rise is higher.  Recognizing the need for protecting
the people from high impact of price rise, the State Government has been constantly
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monitoring the situation by conducting regular inspections and notifying the price of
essential commodities on a weekly basis.  The different agencies including Police and
the Food, Civil Supplies & Consumer Affairs Department functionaries at various levels
are conducting regular checks at various levels.

Regarding the various issues to be discussed in this meeting, I would like to
make the following submissions:-

(i) As all the traders of the State procure their requirements on a day to day
basis from Siliguri market in West Bengal, the stock holding limits imposed
are too big and practically, stock holding limits bear no relevance in Sikkim.
However, in confirming to the Central Government norms imposing stock
holding limits have been implemented in the State.

(ii) Enforcement of provisions of Essential Commodities Act, 1955 and
Prevention of Black Marketing and Maintenance of Supplies of Essential
Commodities Act, 1980 is comparatively very easy in the State because of
its size and practically scope of violation of the provisions of these Acts is
very little. Be that as it may, adequate caution is being taken to ensure that
malpractices by traders does not take place.  The system of Governance in
the State has also contributed to low rate of offence under the above Acts.

(iii) The State Government has made sustained effort to encourage establishment
of more and more Cooperative Societies at various levels in the State.

(iv) The State Government availed the scheme of Open Market Sales Scheme
wheat to the extent of 638 MTs in December 2009 as an effort to contain
the market price.  However, the State could not avail the rice scheme as the
open market price had been lower than the price fixed by FCI under the
scheme at that point of time. We feel that there is a need to rationalize the
OMSS price of foodgrains in keeping with prices prevailing in open market.

(v) The State Government could not participate in the scheme of distributing
edible oils and pulses for the reason that NAFED was not prepared to
organize import of 50 MTs of Soya/Palmolein oil in a month because of
small quantity. Similarly the pulses offered under the scheme required further
de-husking and cleansing for which the State Government has no
infrastructure.  However, effort was made to have it done at Kolkata but
the cost involved in the process was high and ultimately the cost of such
pulses worked out to be higher than the open market price. Moreover, the
variety of oil and the pulses offered under the scheme is not exactly palatable



to the common people of the State as they are more used to consuming
Masoor Dal and Mustard oil for daily use.

(vi) Since the State Government is not importing any sugar, it has no comment
to offer on the proposed imposing of VAT on imported sugar.

(vii) The State is not in a position to offer any comment on processing of imported
raw sugar as there is no such establishments in the State.

(viii) Since, ours is a foodgrains deficit State, there is no scope of procurement of
rice in the State as its productions are very minimal.  Because of hilly region
and erratic monsoons, the production is very low and the area under
cultivation of rice is also continuously shrinking.  Therefore, the State is
fully dependent on Central allocations under Public Distribution System and
the Siliguri market in West Bengal.

Despite Sikkim being a fully dependent State on Central allocation and Open Market
of Siliguri regarding its requirement of food commodities, the State Government is fully
committed to ensure that no undue advantage is taken by the traders.  I would like to
take this opportunity to inform the august gathering that because of its size, we are able
to implement all control orders effectively and full cooperation from  traders are also
received by the State government.

It needs no further elaboration on the impact of price rise and both the Central and
the State Governments will have to put its resources together to contain the spiraling
price rise particularly that of food commodities.  The State Government is undertaking
all possible measures to increase food production in the State and also streamline our
PDS system for smooth distribution across the State. Due to our own limitation imposed
by our geography and related weaknesses that we encounter, we largely depend on
central allocation and markets outside the State.

I take this opportunity to thank the Hon’ble Prime Minister and Union Agriculture
Minister for convening this important meeting to work out a collective mechanism at the
national level. On behalf of the people of Sikkim, I assure the Hon’ble Prime Minister of
our highest cooperation in meeting the diverse challenges we face together in the Country.

Thank you.

Jai hind.

]  ]  ]
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National Development Council Meeting
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi

October 22, 2011

Respected Hon’ble Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh ji, Deputy Chairman,
Planning Commission, Hon’ble Union Ministers, my fellow Chief Ministers, esteemed
Members of Central and State Governments, distinguished invitees and friends,

I bring greetings from the people of Sikkim to the Hon’ble Prime Minister and all
the dignitaries present today. As I say this, I also seek to share our anguish and deep
sense of loss owing to the recent earthquake that hit Sikkim on September 18. The most
devastating in our living memory, the earthquake this time left behind tales of woe and
human suffering. We lost precious lives and loss to property and infrastructure was
immense.

Sikkim is vulnerable at all times to seismic activity. We have felt tremors in the past
but this time round the after effect has been very tragic. With the support of the Central
Government, we have launched rebuilding efforts. We will evolve features to take
earthquake proofing of all our construction work. We need support from the Central
Government, the Geological Survey of India and all related institutions across the country
working in the field of seismology. We would emerge as model State in the country in
terms of earthquake forecasting, effective disaster management and charting out
earthquake resilient development formats.

I feel privileged to be a part of this important meeting of the National Development
Council which has been convened to deliberate on the Approach to the 12th Five Year
Plan. I would also like to acknowledge that this is the second consecutive five year plan
being made under the able guidance of our Prime Minister who is also a competent
economist in his own right.



At the outset, I congratulate the Planning Commission for a well drafted and focused
Approach Paper.  I am sure that the wide consultations the Planning Commission had
with the civil society organizations, business associations and people from the small
enterprises, the local representative institutions and Unions including all State
Governments while preparing the approach paper will address the key challenges that
the Country faces today. We participated in the regional level consultations for the
North Eastern State held in Guwahati on 4th -5th July, 2011. The initiative to sensitize the
State Governments of North East Region before drawing up the approach based on
ground realities is a most welcome step. I am sure, this step will go a long way in
addressing the needs of the NER including Sikkim during the 12th Five Year Plan period.

That the Planning Commission has formed a working group on mountains is laudable.
This is a process which I believe will institutionalise more holistic and appropriate
developmental planning. Mountain States, like Sikkim, will cooperate with this exercise
fully.

One other point needs to be mentioned here. BPL projections need to be indexed
in a way that it is monitor able on a monthly basis. Furthermore, States that are reducing
poverty need to be incentivised. Today we have a system that incentivises poverty
rather than moving away from it.

We endorse the growth projections envisaged by the Planning Commission, wherein
we are likely to achieve an average GDP growth of around 8.2% over the 11th Plan
period which is lower than the 9.0% originally targeted. The approach to the 12th Five
Year Plan has proposed reduction of poverty and balanced regional development based
on a faster and more inclusive growth during this period. We are in total agreement with
the plan document on identified monitorable socio economic targets for enhancement of
human wellbeing during the 12th Plan period. We also share the development strategies
adopted for growth in agriculture, rural development, energy, transport, health, education
and skill development, science & technology, tourism, hospitality, building of economic
infrastructure and good governance. The fulfillment of these objectives with dedication,
co-ordination, understanding and mutual co-operation, will take the entire country to the
next higher level of development.

To achieve annual growth rates of 8.2-9% in the 12th Plan and to double the per
capita income will require hard work and firm decisions. It is imperative to achieve the
growth rate at the desired level for the States in the North Eastern Region.  Growth and
sustainable development will contribute to greater peace and stability in our region.
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Apart from ensuring faster and more inclusive growth of the economy, active participation
of the people in development especially those belonging to the poorer section should be
ensured. I assure my full support to the effort made by the Central Government. Sikkim
has shown that high growth rate can be achieved when peace is maintained even in
border states.

I would like to emphasize on the urgent need to provide more physical, socio-
economic development and creation of more infrastructure in the NER in general
and Sikkim in particular during the 12th Plan period. This will ensure balanced
regional development throughout the country. In Sikkim, we have small sized
villages, which are scattered throughout the State, therefore the cost of providing
physical and social infrastructure like roads and electricity etc. is very high. Being
a landlocked State, we suffer from locational disadvantage, making our endeavour
all the more difficult. Besides, due to long spell of monsoon during Summer and
freezing cold during Winter, our working hour dedicated to development works is
severely curtailed.

The Vision 2020 Document for the NER states that there is a need for acceleration
in the growth rates of most of the NE States if they are to catch up with the per capita
GDP of the country by the year 2020. In order to achieve the targeted growth rate of
9.0% to 9.5% as envisaged, we expect a massive central investment in physical, social
and economic infrastructure during the plan period.

I would like to emphasize on the urgent need to provide more physical, socio-
economic development and creation of more infrastructure in the North East Region in
general, and Sikkim in particular during the 12th Plan period.

The North Eastern Region Vision 2020 has identified four basic deficits viz:-

• Infrastructure Deficit

• Resource Deficit

• A two way deficit of understanding with the rest of the Country

• and Governance Deficit

In order to overcome these deficits, the Vision 2020 has emphasized the need for a
complete change in the planning process and has suggested the following strategies:-



• Participatory Development Strategy;

• Capacity Building;

• Augmentation of Infrastructure, particularly connectivity and transport
infrastructure including intra-region connectivity;

• Significant increase in the Central Government allocation for infrastructure
in the region including efficient use of funds;

• Transforming of governance by providing a secure and responsive and
market friendly environment.

The State of Sikkim endorses these strategies and seeks financial, technical
and administrative support to ameliorate and address these deficits during the 12th

Plan.

The Government of India has identified remoteness, poor connectivity, hilly and
inhospitable terrain, poor infrastructure, sparse population density, shallow markets, lack
of skills as major constraints in the NER. In Sikkim, we have small sized villages which
are scattered throughout the State, therefore the cost of providing physical and social
infrastructure like roads, electricity, health care, potable drinking water etc is very high
compared to other states in the country. This calls for higher allocation of resources and
higher cost norms for improving the social and physical infrastructure in the State. We
submit that this may be addressed through additional plans and programmes. This also
affords us an opportunity to build a railway line into the mountains at heights like what
the Chinese have done in Tibet.

We appreciate the concept of Public Private Partnership mode for creation of
infrastructure. In Sikkim, we have some power projects under PPP mode which are
coming up well. However, this would not hold good for roads and other public utilities.
The alternative National Highway connecting Sikkim with the rest of the country must
be quickly undertaken by the Border Roads Organization/ Ministry of Road, Transport
& Highways. All roads being undertaken under Special Accelerated Road Development
Programme of North East (SARDP-NE) Programme in Sikkim must be timely completed.
Due to remoteness and our geographical isolation, it is difficult to attract private investment
and participation. Therefore, support for infrastructure development programmes in Sikkim
should be funded from resources by the Government of India till such time the State is in
a better position to stand on its own.
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The 12th Five Year Plan is based on faster, sustainable, more broad based and
inclusive growth. For Sikkim, inclusive growth would mean catching up with the rest of
the country on many fronts. The State has well established traditions of community
based economic and social organizations and therefore, it should be possible to adopt the
concept of inclusive growth in the region. Rising consumption level leads to income
generation and job creation but unless a right strategy is adopted, the growth may not be
inclusive. We need to adopt the out-of-box approach to fulfill our development needs
which may be slightly different from the mainland States, involving fresh development
strategies and by involving the people at the grassroot level. This process would make
the rural and remote parts of the region more accessible and prosperous.

Though, we have achieved more than the national average in many crucial indicators
such as reduction in poverty levels, improvement in health outcomes, universal access
for children to education including our continued thrust on livelihood improvement and
skill development, we still have miles to go. To achieve total inclusiveness, it will require
multiple interventions with new policies and programmes. The thrust would be to bring
about attitudinal change which will take time.

Our state leads in the tourism sector. Every year the number of domestic and
international tourists visiting has been steadily rising. The State has bagged more
than eight national and other awards in the tourism sector. Last year, it exceeded
the total population of the State. This augurs well for the tourism industry wherein
we are evolving policy to penetrate interior Sikkim and villages to spread economic
benefit by introducing village tourism, homestay tourism and concepts like Ekant
Vas deep into the forest. This sector holds great potential for the youth where they
can be gainfully employed.

Our mission is to make Sikkim an all year round eco-tourism destination. Under an
externally aided project, the Asian Development Bank is working with the State’s Tourism
Department to link up the Buddhist Circuit starting from Lumbini in Nepal connecting
Bodhgaya in Bihar. In Sikkim, the route will cover Rumtek and Pemayangtse Monasteries
before being linked with Taktsang in Bhutan followed by Tawang in Arunachal Pradesh
and ultimately culminating in Potala, Lhasa. This is a 28 million dollar project with 20
million dollar as ADB loan and 8 million dollar as State share.  The State’s liability will be
to the extent of 10% of the project cost, 90% coming by way of grant from Government
of India.



We are grooming our manpower through various training programmes within
and outside the Country. Young entrepreneurs are being encouraged and promoted
to take up tourism trade through village centric tourism trade showcasing our rich
socio-cultural wealth. Eco- clean tourism, rural tourism, village tourism, home stays,
adventure tourism and culture tourism are our strengths. We will continue to build
on these strengths in order to create more avenues for self employment and income
generation.

Participatory development is based on harnessing the natural resources of the
State, therefore our priority is in the primary sector.  Therefore, encompassing
development is possible only with improvement in agriculture and allied activities. We
have embarked on a strategy for accelerating growth in agriculture. The aim is to increase
crop intensity and cultivate short duration crops. We have taken measures to expand
area under high yielding variety and to go in for double cropping.  The State Government
has taken a decision to go organic in a mission mode as organic agriculture produce has
high value and demand which fetches good remuneration. The State aims to produce
low volume high value organic farm produce.

Under agriculture, horticulture, floriculture and animal husbandry sectors, our aim
is to fulfill domestic demand within the State. We expect to achieve self sufficiency in
production of milk. The State Government is presently working to reach out to each
farming community to promote goatery, piggery, broiler farming on a commercial scale.
We are also promoting trout fish farming on a co-operative basis for larger benefit. Our
mission to transform Sikkim into organic state is well documented over the years. Moving
one step further, I may recommend that the whole of North East region be declared as
organic zone with comprehensive time-bound support coverage from the Central
Government.

In fact, I venture to submit that we need to bring about basic shift into national
thinking in terms of drastic policy thrust to at least fulfill country-based needs and
requirements. For example, we still import flowers, fruits, electronics etc. nationally to
fulfill country’s market across the states. This calls for certain long term development
programs at the national level to fulfill demands within the country. I would like to submit
that the Central Government may provide adequate provision under the 12th FYP to
support creation of related infrastructure and institution building measures to meet the
objective.
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The important social sectors i.e health and education including skill development
has always received top priority in the State. The existing health infrastructure facilities
are being upgraded and steps involving preventive and curative measures with adequate
diagnostic for timely detection of ailments are being undertaken.

Presently a 1000 bedded multi specialty hospital is under construction in Gangtok.
Once completed it will fulfill the ambition of the Government to provide the best medical
treatment facility within the State at an affordable cost.

We seek to achieve a high educational status at par with the best in the country
and eradicate illiteracy. The Chief Minister’s Meritorious Scholarship Programme is
sponsoring free education to the promising students at class V level within an outside the
State. So far, 150 students have benefitted from this programme. In the coming years
this number is expected to increase manifold. This programme will directly benefit the
children of the rural areas. The establishment of 4 Universities including one Central
University in the State has added a new dimension to the State’s higher education system.

As far as skill development and capacity building is concerned, we have initiated
the process way back in the year 2003. We have realized that the Government is unable
to absorb all the youth in white collar jobs and the coming generation should be able to
find self employment in the huge domestic and international job markets. We have
established a full-fledged Institute and a Directorate of Capacity Building in the State, in
line with the National Skill Development Mission during the 11th Plan. Besides this, we
have established one livelihood school one in each constituency which provides vocational
training to the youth. Our effort has yielded good results and we have left no stone
unturned in embarking on this ambitious programme with an eye on the future generation.
The State in times to come will be one of the States in the country where unemployment
is negligible and the youth of Sikkim will not only carve a niche in the country but also
meet the global challenges of the 21st century.

The power sector is of vital importance to the State of Sikkim. With the availability
of electricity, the socio-economic condition the people of Sikkim would rise on one hand
while on the other hand revenue from export of power will assist in strengthening the
State’s revenue based. We have consciously decided to develop the vast hydro power
potential of the State. The Central Water Commission, Government of India has assessed
the potential to be around 8,000 MW out of which around 2000 MW is in the Micro, Mini
and Small hydro category. Remaining 6,000 MW would fall either in the small or mega



size hydro scheme. Therefore, we lay major thrust in development of hydro power
projects in the State. During the end of the 12th Five Year Plan, the State hopes to
achieve installed capacity of 6,500 MW. And through this, we shall endeavour to contribute
towards the national program of the Central Government to achieve energy security and
self-sufficiency in power.

As part of economic reality of all mountain States, cream of development flows
out of the states. We import almost everything, from construction materials to food
commodities. That the Planning Commission has formed a working group on mountains
is laudable. This is a process which I believe will institutionalise more holistic and
appropriate developmental planning. Mountain States, like Sikkim, will cooperate with
this exercise fully.

Strengthening infrastructure and connectivity for the region of the NE including
Sikkim is most vital. Prosperity cannot be conceptualized without providing the region
with world class infrastructure and building a network of connectivity. Therefore,
improving connectivity is most important for the entire region. Good transportation
networks are necessary to interlink growth potential centres, promote tourism, connect
border trade points and which will also support economic social and security needs.
Faster movement of goods and people at lower cost is essential to provide impetus to
economic activity.

Connectivity is therefore the most critical and challenging issue for Sikkim. The
onslaught of the monsoons and the frequent disturbance in the neighborhood hampers
movement of goods and traffic on National Highway 31A. The sole lifeline of the State.
This has a negative impact in Sikkim.  The Border Roads Organization is in the process
of improving and widening the National Highway, however, there is still more to be
done. At times like now when natural calamities befall us, the need for an alternative
highway linking Sikkim to the rest of the country is even more acutely felt. We cannot
remain dependent on the one and only link; our lifeline i.e. 31NH. The other alternative
route to Siliguri via Chalsa in West Bengal has to be taken up at the earliest. In fact, I
venture to propose that all road construction in mountain regions may be made using
tunneling duly adopting world class technology found elsewhere in the world. Given the
fragile landmass in the mountain states, this will serve many purposes. Environmental
impact over ground due to construction will be dramatically minimized and the time
taken to reach destinations will be minimized as well. Therefore, my suggestion to the
Central Government and the Planning Commission is to actively consider incorporating
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this construction model in the 12th Five Year Plan as a policy guideline to be followed in
all mountain and hill regions.

By the year 2015, we hope to be connected by rail upto Rangpo, the border town
of Sikkim. This national project must be given top priority and further extended upto
Nathula along the India-China border. Besides addressing accessibility issue, the railway
line at 14000 ft above sea level would stand tall as the pride of nation. The Airport
Authority of India supported airport at Pakyong is also expected to be completed by
2012-13.  The air connectivity would give the much needed impetus in placing Sikkim in
the air map of the country.

873 Kms. of road is under the Border Roads organization. The roads leading to
North Sikkim as well as the National Highway are also under the Border Roads
Organisation. The funding pattern for such organizations also need to be revisited so
that there is no difficulty in quickly dealing with the road construction and maintenance
works by them for all times. These important aspects of connectivity would act as a
catalyst to boost the economy of the State.

The approach paper has been framed with a view to reconcile growth and
development which target the poor and the vulnerable section of the society. The urban
and the rural disparity and the consequent migration is to be controlled by vigorous
implementation of all the 15 national flagship programmes. The anti-poverty programmes
have also been launched with a similar objective which will spur inclusive growth.

Under the rural housing scheme, the State has focused on providing a roof over
the head of every family member in the State. This is to be achieved by constructing
new houses and upgrading the kutcha houses to pucca houses. The scheme will benefit
the homeless and the rural poor. The MGNREGA implementation in the State has been
a great success. The dhara (spring) vikash programme has been implemented to conserve
natural water bodies which originate from the deep aquifers. Modern technology and
water harvesting has been introduced in drought prone areas of the State. MGNREGA
has helped transform the rural scenario, construction of concrete footpaths to connect
rural habitations, construction of minor irrigation channels, playgrounds for children, land
leveling and shaping, terrace farming as well as replantation and regeneration of orange
ginger and cardamom, the cash crops are some of the rural schemes taken up. Direct
monitoring by the Gram Panchayats as well as a system of social audit have enhanced
the quality of work.



Accelerating the growth in Sikkim to catch up with the rest of the country requires
a massive increase in investment as well as a significant improvement in productivity.
Acceleration in economic growth will have to come from agriculture, manufacturing
and non government service sectors. This calls for significant changes in the development
strategy followed so far and the creation of enabling environment for private investment
in productive sectors.

Rapid urbanization and migration is a common phenomenon therefore, there is a
need for further augmentation of urban facilities. The challenges of urbanization are of
concern to the State Government of Sikkim. With the completion of the airport at Pakyong,
we expect massive urbanization almost simultaneously. Already Gangtok is bursting at
the seams and the city is slowly spreading over to Ranka, the other hillock opposite
Gangtok. The State Government would therefore require expertise on urban town planners
investment and foresight while tackling to issues relating to urbanization. Besides, Gangtok,
the other three major towns of the State are also expanding rapidly. We have involved a
Singapore based firm to draw up master plan for these towns including Gangtok and
expect the Asian Development Bank and other funding agencies to come forward in
assisting the Government of Sikkim in making planned development/urbanization a reality
in the State.

Rapid urbanization brings a major issue of waste management. This is a big challenge
in a mountain State like Sikkim where land is scarce. The Urban Development Department
and the elected urban local bodies are trying their best to cope up with garbage generated
each day in Gangtok and other towns.  Limited resources, manpower and technology
excaberate the sitaution. I would like to urge this forum that Sikkim would need much
assistance in handling waste management.

While taking into consideration, the national priorities of Government of India in
the approach to the 12th Five Year Plan the Government of Sikkim has accorded the
following priorities during the 12th Plan Period.

• Major improvements in the standard of living

• Creating a pool of world class human resource

• Building world class infrastructure and human services.

• Developing strategies based on natural resources while duly protecting the
ecology and environment.
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Beginning 2010 as part of Mission Statement, we launched some very ambitious
Missions with 2015 as our target year. And these were in keeping with the targeted
socio-economic objectives as envisaged under the 12th Plan Document. The Missions
were very comprehensive in nature and conceptualized with specific aim to garner the
region-specific advantages we have. The Missions include the following:

• Total Literate State

• Healthy Sikkim Mission

• Human Resource Development Mission

• Sikkim Poverty Free Mission

• Sikkim Self Reliant Mission

• Sikkim as Producer State

• Social Security Mission

• Sikkim Cooperative Mission

• Sikkim Green Mission

• Eco-tourism destination

• Sikkim Organic Mission

• Sikkim as Kutcha House free State

• Complete Decentralization and devolution

We have launched the Chief Minister’s Comprehensive Annual & Total Checkup
for Healthy Sikkim (CATCH) campaign under Health Sector. This programme provides
for compulsory health check up for all our citizens in every village. Mobile units with
doctors and paramedics are required to tour and cover all citizens under this campaign
annually. This will equip the State with a comprehensive data covering the health profile
of each citizen in the State. Similarly, under the Education Sector, the State Government
in Sikkim has undertaken some very innovative initiative to enhance compatibility among
students and improve their education quality. Our mission to transform all kutcha houses
in Sikkim into pucca habitation is a challenging one. This August Body may like to
consider some of our innovative programs like the CATCH and the Organic Mission for
incorporating in the 12th Plan Document for the entire Country.



While we have been upbeat and very forward looking in terms of making absolute
development happen absolutely in Sikkim, we have been rudely shocked by the recent
earthquake. I would, therefore, request this August Council for a rebuilding package for
Sikkim as follows:-

• Revive the local economy by providing assistance for agriculture, industries,
small business, handicrafts and regenerate livelihood for the people.

• Provide health support to the people injured by the earthquake on a long-
term basis and psychological counseling for the people traumatized by the
earthquake.

• Restore lifeline infrastructure of transport networks and utility infrastructure
of power and water supply and reduce their vulnerability to natural disasters.

• Support gender empowerment through involving women at all stages in the
programme implementation.

• Provide support for the children affected by the earthquake and alleviate
social deprivation through an integrated nutrition and education strategy.

• Evolve a permanent Disaster Relief Plan of Action for the State/Region
with appropriate senior level representatives of Army, Border Roads
Organization, NDRF, INTACH and other Central Technical Agencies under
the Chairmanship of a Senior Officer of the State Government.

• The National Disaster Management Authority’s (NDMA) Post-Earthquake
Reconnaissance Team (PERT) has identified several initiatives that will
help Sikkim to effectively manage such disasters in future. We have requested
NDMA for setting up a State Institute of Disaster Management (SIDM) in
Sikkim. I also take this opportunity to request the Hon’ble Prime Minister
once again for setting up a State Institute of Disaster Management (SIDM)
with all technical, administrative and financial support from the Government
of India and other agencies.

• Implement a comprehensive disaster management programme, improving
the disaster preparedness and emergency response capacity of the
Government to deal with different types of disasters.
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• Reduce vulnerability through long-term mitigation programmes aimed at
watershed management and drought mitigation and improve people’s
resilience and food security.

• Assistance to small, medium and large industries.

• Assistance to tourism units.

• Assistance to traders and shop owners.

• Emergency preparedness and response.

• Hazard Mapping and Monitoring.

• Community-based Disaster Mitigation.

The Government of Sikkim is in the process of finalizing its long term strategies
and programmes for the 12th Five-Year Plan period.  Sikkim has made very good progress
over the last couple of plan periods and the scale of development has been well documented
and appreciated. Recently, I also undertook state-wide village tour covering all villages
in Sikkim to interact with the grass root people and make our programs more effective
in tackling many of our issues locally at the grass roots level and chart out long term
planning process.

Based on my own humble experience and my long association with public services,
I venture to promote public participation in all government initiatives duly promoting a
sense of ownership among the people. This would entail strengthening of public
participation in all our development philosophy with people themselves as the makers of
destiny and the architect to develop their Country.

Finally, let me assure the National Development Council of the commitment and
dedication of the Government and the people of Sikkim to the process of nation building.
Sikkim, as usual, will continue to contribute to national development in its own unique
way. We wish to be in the forefront of the national campaign for adequate livelihoods,
clean governance and a high growth regime.  I thank the Hon’ble Prime Minister, Hon’ble
Home Minister and all other central leaders for the recent visit to Sikkim to lend us
helping hands. I am equally thankful to the Chief Ministers of Maharashtra, Karnataka,
Bihar, Uttarakhand, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, West Bengal, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh,
Tripura and Nagaland for the support and assistance extended to the State Government
of Sikkim.



On behalf of the people of Sikkim, I also thank the Armed Forces and the
Paramilitary Forces for conducting the rescue operation and extending their humanitarian
effort, on all the rehabilitation process.

We look forward to the blessings and total support of the Hon’ble Prime Minister
and his able team in the process towards achieving progress with sustainability.

Thank you.

JAI HIND.

]  ]  ]
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Conference of Chief Ministers’
On Internal Security

Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi
February 1, 2011

Hon’ble Prime Minister, respected Dr. Manmohan Singh ji, Union Home Minister,
Shri P. Chidambaram ji, respected fellow Chief Ministers, Union Ministers and officials
from the Central Government and the State Governments,

At the outset, I would like to thank the Hon’ble Prime Minister and Union
Home Minister for convening this meeting on Internal Security. The Country is
marching ahead to secure to its citizens the best of environment to live a life of
dignity and self-respect. However, there are elements with negative tendency which
are detrimental to the steady growth and development of the Country. I am thankful
for this opportunity given to me to share our views with this august gathering and
foster greater coordination and synergy among member States to tackle problems
relating to internal security.

Sikkim located in the High Himalayas sharing three international borders in a
sensitive region continues to remain an oasis of peace in the Country. This is the biggest
success story of ours creating positive impact towards the overall security scenario of
the Nation. My Government is committed towards promotion of national interest, overall
peace and security, emotional integration of the people of the State as well as harmonizing
the development of the State in consonance with the national policy. This is an important
impression of the State which has to be recognized at the national level. In line with the
national policy and our own perception, we are ever alert to promote peace and security
in our State.



Based on our premise of working in line with the national policy of inclusive
development, we have also given due justice to the hopes and aspirations of the people
of Sikkim. We have been able to provide the basic minimum needs and the basic minimum
infrastructure to our people with focussed provision and implementation for people
belonging to weaker section of the society. The whole environment of social engineering
has fetched rich social contentment and happiness among the Sikkimese people. The
100 percent mandate of the people in our favour is reflective of our tract record on
peace, security, social justice and development.

While I come to the agenda items of today’s meeting, I would like to reiterate that
Sikkim though free from the obvious sense of disturbances as reported in other parts of
the Country, has always been alert to any sign of internal problems.

Internal Security Situation

The Internal Security situation in the State is satisfactory and issues like
communalism, religious intolerance or labour unrest have not occurred to affect the
security of the State. However, the arrest of Dhiren Bodo, a top leader of the National
Democratic Front of Bodoland in the State in 2003 has substantiated apprehensions that
the peaceful environment of the State can be exploited by extremist or insurgent groups
to carry out their nefarious activities. Growing unemployment compounded by influx
from neighbouring States and region is cause of concern and may have long term adverse
impact on the prevailing peace in the State.

Capacity Building

The State Government has reviewed the strength of the security establishment in
2008 and required posts have been sanctioned for the State Special Branch, Police
Stations and Traffic. The process of filling up of the posts and vacancies is underway
alongside the raising of two IRBn sanctioned for the State. The Police Training Centre
at Yangang, South Sikkim is being steadily upgraded. Refresher courses and pre-
promotion trainings from constabulary to ASI are also conducted and officers of higher
ranks are regularly sent for specialised trainings at various facilities of the Central
Government. During the year 2010, a total of 146 officers were sent for various courses/
seminars at these facilities including three abroad. Contingency plans/SOPs (Standard
Operating Procedure) for handling terrorist/extremist attacks have been prepared but
there are no specific SOPs for crowd management at present though crowd control
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techniques are very much a part of the training curriculum. Necessary action would be
taken in this regard.  The State is slated to have its own Forensic Science Laboratory
soon and we are grateful to the Hon’ble Prime Minister and Union Home Minister for
having approved a Regional Forensic Science Laboratory and a mobile Forensic unit for
the State.  The State Government has already signed the MOU with MHA, Government
of India in this regard and the Laboratory should start functioning by March end 2012.

Strengthening of Counter-Terrorism Capabilities

Sikkim being a compact State, a special task force unit at the State level only has
been constituted and its strength recently increased from 30 to 60. Upgrading of their
skills and equipment is under process. The State Special Branch has identified few
important religio-cultural institutions and iconic constructions and custodians of these
places have been advised to be put in place through physical security measures including
CCTVs. A 24x7 Control Room manned round the clock exists to disseminate information
on any organized violence. CMP for handling terrorist/extremist attack has been issued
by the State Government.

Intelligence Wings – Strengthening

The strength of the State Special Branch has been almost doubled with the creation
of additional posts in 2008.  Appointment against these posts is in progress.  Land has
been earmarked for a new Special Branch office and its construction is likely to start
shortly for which funds have already been placed at the disposal of the concerned
agency.  For the upgradation of its technical infrastructure, the State Special Branch is
in touch with the IB, (MHA).  Field intelligence units headed by officers of the level of
DSPs/Inspectors/Sub-Inspectors/ASIs exist in district and Sub-Divisional levels and other
sensitive inter-state border locations.  SMAC has been operational since 2008 and
intelligence is shared amongst the concerned agencies on a regular basis.  The beat
patrolling system of the Police Stations has been revisited to augment the intelligence
gathering by the police including in respect of suspicious elements from outside states.

Economic offences (especially FICN)

Three cases of FICN were registered in the State during the year 2010 as against
two in 2009.  For better co-ordination amongst the State and Central agencies for
monitoring and review of generation, printing and circulation of counterfeit notes a State



level Committee headed by the ADGP/CID has been set up.  The Committee has been
holding regular meetings and concerned agencies and members of the public are being
sensitized to check circulation of FICN.  Economic offences in general are under control.

Crime and Criminal Tracking Network System

The Crime and Criminal Tracking Network and System (CCTNS) has commenced
in the State from year 2010 with the appointment of a State Project Management
Consultant (SPMC) in March under the project guidelines issued by the MHA.  The
SPMC has prepared the Project Implementation & Monitoring (PIM) report and submitted
the same to NCRB towards the end of September 2010.  The report has been received
back with some objections/queries which have been rectified and resubmitted to the
NCRB.  Approval of the PIM report is awaited.  The System Integrator will be selected
and appointed only after the PIM is approved and received by us.  Apart from this, we
have been undertaking Capacity Building for implementation of this system under two
heads; one, strengthening of the Capacity Building infrastructure and, second Personnel
Training.  In regard to the strengthening of infrastructure, one computer training centre
has been established at SAP complex, Pangthang where regular training has started
from November 2010. The process of establishing two more training centres at PTC,
Yangang and IRB Pipaley in West Sikkim is underway.  Training of Police personnel will
be outsourced and presently these are being trained by the state IT department and the
CDAC centre at Namchi.  The IT department conducts basic computer training twice a
month for 8 to 10 persons per course and the CDAC centre at Namchi has conducted
two courses for 50 persons each so far.

Police Reforms : Supreme Court Orders : New Police Act

In pursuance of the directions of the Hon’ble Supreme Court vide its judgement
and order dated 22.9.2006, requisite notifications had been issued by the State Government
and compliance affidavit filed before the Hon’ble Court in January, 2007.  The Sikkim
Police Act was enacted in 2008 incorporating the provisions relating to the six directions
of the Apex Court. Minor deviations from the specific directions issued by the Hon’ble
Court have been indicated by the Justice Thomas Committee relating to: (i) the strength
of the official members of the State Police Board, (ii) tenure of DGP being subject to his
normal date of superannuation, (iii) a minimum tenure for IGP and DIGP/Range as well,
(iv) Powers to be delegated to Police for dealing with service of DSP rank officers and
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(v) constitution of the Police Complaints Authority at the State Level only which has
been done considering the compactness of the State and negligible volume of complaints
against the police.  The response of the State Govt. in respect of above has been filed
before the Hon’ble Court.  Final orders of the Apex Court are awaited and necessary
action would be taken accordingly.

Extension of the scheme of modernisation of state police forces- impact assessment
study – enhancing the delegation of financial powers of DGPs.

The allocation of funds under the scheme for Modernisation of Police Forces from
2000 onwards has certainly improved the State Police organisation in terms of mobility,
communication, office automation etc.  Considering the security challenges likely to be
faced in the future the annual plan size for Sikkim as approved by the Government of
India under the MPF scheme at Rs. 6.4 Crores, is not felt adequate for purchase of high
value technical equipments very necessary for the forces today.  There has been some
delay in utilisation of these funds and this has mainly been because there are no
manufacturer/suppliers of required technical equipment in the State.  We are therefore
constrained to route our proposals through State undertakings but that takes a long time.
Delays on this account should be taken into consideration by the MHA while settling the
MPF funds for the State.  There have also been some savings during the years 2006-07
and 2007-08 under the scheme and it is requested that the State may be allowed to
utilise the funds in the current year.  Delegation of more financial powers to the DGP is
under examination.

Issues related to border management

The state of Sikkim shares international borders with Nepal (101 Km) in the west,
China (215 Km) in the North & East and Bhutan (32 Km) in the East.  There are eight
important towns in the state which have sizable migrant populations from various parts
of the country.  The Indo-Nepal border running along the western sector of Sikkim is
highly porous. For regulating strict vigilance, the Sikkim Government has requested the
Central Government for declaring the main crossing point on this border as an identified
and authorised entry/exit point so that seasonal movement of people and also any extremist
elements, if at all, could be subjected to regular screening.  The one platoon of State
Armed Police earlier deployed to guard the Indo-Nepal border has been strengthened
by adequate strength of SSB since 2003.



There has hardly been any border crossing on the Indo-Bhutan border.  The recent
operations by the Royal Bhutan Army against Indian insurgent groups along West Bengal
and Assam regions has forced many extremist and insurgent elements to move to other
parts of North-East.  The possibility of some of them entering into the state to return to
Bhutan cannot be ruled out due to the porous nature of this border and thick vegetation
all along.

As regards the India-China (Tibet) border, a small number of Tibetan intruders
have been crossing over into the state from the eastern and northern sectors for a long
time.  Save for a few, who are given rehabilitation in India on medical or compassionate
grounds, the others are pushed back as per the Government instructions.  Most of these
intruders sought to chose the Sikkim route for pilgrimage purpose. Their number has
been steadily falling and cases of spies/suspected spies intruding are rare.  The number
of intruders intercepted along the India-China border in North district during the last
three years has trickled down to three in 2010 compared to double digit figures in the
past.

The border trade between China and India through Nathula pass which resumed
in June, 2006 is a major development. Presently the trade is restricted to the border
areas and in respect of a few items only.  It however carries the potential to trigger
considerable human traffic once the restrictions on free movement of people are removed.
It is our plan to strengthen the police presence along the trade axis.

I seek to reiterate our security concern arising out of a different situation. That as
a landlocked State, our only communication link 31A National Highway passes through
the neighbouring district of Darjeeling in West Bengal. Since 1986, the people of Sikkim
continue to bear the brunt of the statehood movement causing huge economic loss
besides the acute mental agony that we suffer. The frequent disruption of traffic along
NH 31 A due to the ongoing agitation is a matter of serious concern for us.   The
Government of India has been kind enough to send para-military forces for keeping the
National Highway open in accordance with the Apex Court directions, but it has been
often observed that their deployment on ground takes many days by which time anti-
social elements have done considerable intimidation and damages to our properties
spreading fear psychosis amongst our people using the National Highway.

The ongoing bandhs in the Darjeeling hills and the neighbouring plains this time has
also led to drastic drop in the tourist inflow to Sikkim for winter tourism and other related
sports. The element of inbuilt fear and uncertainty among the prospective tourists coming
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to Sikkim have led to mass cancellation of hotel booking and other engagement with our
tour operators. Therefore, although the 31A National Highway was officially open, the
widespread chaos and uncertainty caused by the ongoing bandh in Darjeeling and its
adjoining plains has slowed down economic activities in Sikkim causing huge losses to
the State.  It is, therefore, imperative that a permanent solution is found to this problem
at the earliest.

This extended hardship for decades has led to our demands for early construction
of an Alternative National Highway. The ATR 72 Greenfield airport at Pakyong which is
under construction has to be upgraded for bigger aircraft to operate as well as quickly
complete the double laning of the existing 31A National Highway. Reliable connectivity
is essential not only for Sikkim and the Sikkimese people but is imperative for our defence
establishment in our border State and for the overall interest of the Nation.

Towards the overall growth and development of the Country, we have made special
contribution as a border State in the maintenance of atmosphere of perfect peace,
tranquillity, communal harmony and accelerated growth and development. Amidst the
multi-lingual, multi-cultural and multi-religious communities, the prevailing peace and
communal harmony that exists in Sikkim is exemplary.

In this meeting on Internal Security, I am happy to say that Sikkim and the Sikkimese
people are peaceful. As peace producers, the Sikkimese people have made considerable
contribution towards integrity and sovereignty of the Country. On behalf of the people of
Sikkim, I would assure this august gathering of the commitment of the State Government
towards maintaining peace and harmony in the State and also with people across the
State. I thank the Hon’ble Prime Minister and Home Minister for this opportunity given
to me and rest assured that the concerns I have expressed on behalf of the people of
Sikkim will be very kindly taken care of.

Thank you.

Jai Hind.

]  ]  ]
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National Integration Council Meeting
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi

September 10, 2011

Hon’ble Chairman, NIC, Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singhjee, Hon’ble
Members of the Council, Ladies and gentlemen,  

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to this august house for giving me an opportunity to
address the gathering and share my views with Hon’ble Members present.

India is a strong nation that is admired all over the world for its vibrant democratic
institution that is secular and pluralistic.  We have in the past faced many adverse situations
with dexterity and honest statesmanship and overcome them with due diligence. In the
face of extreme provocation, leaders across party lines have acted swiftly, unitedly and
with firm commitment to the safety and security of the people and the Nation. We must
continue to fight this battle against negative forces with all our might and muster all the
resources at our command.  Terrorism, Communalism and communal violence cannot
be tolerated and must be curbed with conviction and a firm hand. 

Every citizen has a basic human right to live in a peaceful and conducive environment.
Lasting harmony between diverse communities can only come with the realization that
differences that divide us along ethnic and religious lines have no foundation.  We must
have conviction in our socio-political framework to address issues and devise ways and
means to strengthen our socio-cultural characteristic unique to our Country.

Since time immemorial, the people of Sikkim are god fearing and peace loving and
live in harmony with mutual respect and genuine concern for the welfare of each other.
As a State surrounded by three international borders, Sikkim has consistently redefined
border State for its peace, stability, citizens’ security and enhance Country’s self-esteem



268   Sikkim: Enabling Qualitative Development

in the comity of nation. Ever since Sikkim joined the mainstream in 1975 as the 22nd

State of the Union, the people of Sikkim are fully committed to national Integration. In
fact, we believe that the Sikkimese people have made the most unique contribution
towards national integration when we joined the Indian mainstream based on our collective
wishes and popular aspiration.

So much strife and discontentment sets in due to poverty and lack of jobs and
means to earn one’s livelihood. Illiteracy also plays a major role. The plight of the weaker
sections and the underprivileged must be addressed. Therefore, for achieving overall
development and progress, the focus of the State Government is on eradication of poverty,
illiteracy and unemployment. My Government’s priority would be to move on the path of
sustainable economic development and self-reliance by harnessing the State’s well
endowed natural resources duly taking care of the need to preserve the ecology and
environment.

I would like to apprise this august House that all the ethnic communities of Sikkim
including the Bhutias, Lepchas and Nepalese have been residing in Sikkim for centuries
together in an environment of peace and communal harmony. The Bhutia, Lepcha,
Limboo and Tamang Communities are declared as Tribals and other communities are
declared as OBCs and MBCs. All sections of the Sikkimese society are given adequate
representation and equal opportunity to live and earn their livelihood.  State Government
is pursuing policies to ensure that these communities enjoy equal rights and privileges for
their social, economic and political development.  Proportionate reservation in education
and employment has been given to all the communities so that facilities and opportunities
available in the State are harnessed by their well being equally promoting integration and
harmony.

The youth must be given proper education and guided along the correct path.
These young minds can be easily led astray. We need to guard against communal and
divisive forces and to equip our youth with the requisite tools so that they are given the
best of education and training and contribute to nation building.  Education is a top
priority of my Government. Almost 20% of the plan allocation is devolved to this sector
in our quest to provide quality education to our children. My Government seeks to eradicate
illiteracy and achieve a high educational status at par with the best in the country. We
have already achieved a literacy rate of 82%. We plan to achieve 100% literacy by 2015
under the Literacy Mission. Under the Chief Minister’s Meritorious Scholarship
Programme the State Government is sponsoring free education to the promising students



within as well as outside the State. Already 150 students have benefited under this
programme. I consider this as a unique and innovative programme directly benefiting
the children of the rural areas. Adequate reservation of seats and scholarships have
been provided to all communities in higher educational institutions. Education is absolutely
free upto college level with host of other incentives. 

I would like to place on record that Sikkim is one of the first States in the country
to constitute a full fledged Directorate of Capacity Building and a State Institute of
Capacity Building targeted towards imparting vocational training for the educated
unemployed youth of the State. Various trade and vocations have been identified, in
consonance with the natural endowments that the State is bestowed with. We have
established a Livelihood School in every Constituency in our State.  Skill development
activities are taken up on mission mode. The goal is to attain self – reliance and self-
sufficiency by 2015. At the end of the day employment is readily available once the skill
development mission is achieved. Financial assistance is given in various forms of pursuing
higher studies in India and abroad in fields like Health and hospitality sectors, aviation,
corporate communication, Animal Husbandry, Tourism and agro based industries to name
a few.

While we have considerably done well over the last three Plan periods, the economic
development is constrained by the State’s geographical isolation and remoteness. Much
has been prioritized by my Government but there are limited resources. A major hindrance
to the pace of overall development in the State is the lack of adequate communication
and connectivity with the rest of the country and the world at large. The State has
neither the rail connectivity nor proper air connectivity at this point of time. Provision of
rail link is under formulation and a green field airport is scheduled to be ready by 2013.
However, for the time being we are entirely dependant on the road communication
through the National Highway 31A which is the lifeline to the State. The entire stretch
of this High way runs through the fragile terrain which is often blocked due to landslides
that are a frequent occurrence in the monsoon season thereby disconnecting the State
with rest of the Country.  We look forward to situation of uninterrupted communication
linkages and an era of peace and stability in our neighborhood. There is also a proposal
to construct an alternative high-way from Siliguri to Sikkim through Doors/Lava and
Rechela of West Bengal entering into Sikkim at Aritar in East District.

Another major hindrance is the poor telecommunication network in not only Sikkim
but the entire North Eastern Region. In this day and age, the mobile network and internet
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is a vital necessity and there is urgent need to provide adequate bandwidth.  I need not
stress the impact that the above hindrances have on our efforts to achieve greater levels
of National Integration. We must be able to communicate in order to integrate.

We look upon the Tourism Sector as the means to fuel the engine of our growth.
This sector has tremendous potential for employment generation and self employment.
It pervades all sections of the society. There is mingling of all sections of the society and
tourist flock into our State from all parts of India and the world. This interaction leads to
better communal harmony and national integration too. Therefore we view Tourism
sector as the main thrust area for growth.  Sikkim is a leader not only among the North
Eastern States but its performance has been better than some of the bigger States also.
Our achievement in the tourism sector has been recognized in the form of 8 or more
National and other awards. This is a fast growing industry in the State. Tourism and
hospitality industry have tremendous employment potential. Eco/clean tourism, rural
tourism, village tourism including home stays, adventure tourism and culture tourism are
our main strengths. We will continue to build on these strengths at the same time more
concerted efforts and focus needs to be put in place to capitalize the tourism sector in
order to create more avenues both for self employment and resource generation.  

Participatory development is based on harnessing the natural resources of the
State, We have therefore given priority to the primary sector in the development process.
Around 80% of the population of the State live in the villages and therefore encompassing
development is possible only with improvement in agriculture and allied activities. The
State has embarked on a clear cut strategy for accelerating growth in agriculture. The
goal is to increase crop intensity and cultivation of short duration crops. Measures such
as expanding area under high yielding variety, more balanced use of organic manure and
double cropping would yield better results. The State Government has taken a decision
to go organic in a mission mode. Organic agriculture produce has high demand and
fetches good remuneration. The strategy of producing low volume high value goods
such as organic farm produce is all set to transform the agriculture scenario in the State.
The Sikkimese farmers have traditionally been organic farmers tilling their land and
cultivating their fields with little or no chemical inputs. Therefore, organic technology is
not a new concept for the farmers of Sikkim and organic farming finds wide acceptability.
The State Organic Mission has been launched with full vigor. 

My Government accords top priority to the health sector. Existing health
infrastructure facilities are being upgraded and innovative steps involving preventive



and curative measures which encompass diagnostic facilities for timely detection of
ailments for all age-groups are being undertaken. The most recent initiative in preventive
health care has been the launching of the Chief Minister’s Comprehensive Annual and
Total Check-Up for Healthy Sikkim (CATCH) campaign. We need to be adequately
equipped with a comprehensive data covering the health profile of each and every
citizen in the State. This will be monitored and updated annually so that the required
delivery mechanism for timely intervention in providing health care and treatment can
be organized more efficiently. Such an exercise will involve upgrading the technical
expertise of our doctors and the paramedics as well as improving the entire network of
our medical centres. Action in this regard is being initiated with careful planning and by
preparing a realistic road map to achieve the goals.  Presently, a 575 bedded multi-
specialty hospital is under construction in the vicinity of the State Capital. Once completed,
it will fulfill the ambition of my Government to provide the best medical treatment facility
within the State at an affordable cost. The capacity is now proposed to be enhanced to
1000 beds.  

Gender Equality and Empowerment of Women are also very important aspects
that need to be given full attention if we are have an egalitarian society.   I would like to
submit that Sikkim is the only State in the Country to reserve 50% of seats in Panchayat
to women. Earlier on we had reserved 40% seats in Panchayats but an amendment Bill
providing for the reservation of 50% seats for women in Panchayats was unanimously
passed in the recently held session of the Sikkim Legislative on 26th August 2011. This is
a momentous step taken by us towards gender equality and women empowerment.
 Today we have 362 women elected Gram Panchayat Members out of which 66 are
Savapaties and 66 are Up-Savapaties and 38 elected Zilla Panchayat Members out of
which 1(one) is Zilla Adhakshya and 2(two) are Zilla-Upa-Adhakshyas.

There is no dowry-system among the ethnic communities of Sikkim and I proudly
announce that there are no dowry deaths in Sikkim.  We have started a number of
women-centric programmes like (a) Small Family Scheme (b) Welfare of destitute Women
Scheme (c) Widow Remarriage Scheme (d) Family Pension to Widows of Non-Pensioner
Ex-Servicemen Scheme, etc.  We are implementing the Protection of Women from
Domestic Violence Act, 2005 in letter and spirit. We read and hear news and reports
everyday that large numbers of women commit suicide in our Country because of torture
and ill-treatment by their in-laws. There are no such deaths in Sikkim. We have also
enacted the Sikkim State Commission for Women Act, 2001 and have constituted a
Women Commission to look after the various problems of women in the State.
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My Government has launched another unique scheme under the Chief Minister’s
Universal Financial Inclusion Programme to cover the married rural women in the State.
This will empower them economically which would invariably raise their status and self
esteem in the society. Apart from the existing incentives to the girl child, my Government
has initiated a significant social reform measure aiming to provide the women folk with
complete social security cover. With issue of one smart card to one married women and
with initial deposit of Rs. 1000/- for one mother at her credit, the scheme takes off
providing her access to banking to be available at her doorstep at her own village.  

Housing is the basic need for human survival. The Government of Sikkim has
recognized shelter as a basic human requirement which needs to be addressed on priority
basis. Housing for all is the goal of the State Government. The Mukhya Mantri Awaas
Yojana is an ongoing programme. The new initiative launched by my Government is the
Chief Minister’s Rural Housing Mission in which kutcha houses are being converted to
pucca houses. The scheme is being implemented in convergence with the State Plan
and the Indira Awaas Yojana. The Government of Sikkim will continue to provide shelter
to the homeless rural poor who are living below the poverty line. 

Our focus is for adoption of decentralized participatory and beneficiary driven
approach designed to improve the delivery of rural services such as connectivity, drinking
water and rural sanitation, extension of micro credit, education, health to the poorer
section of the society so as to foster confidence and prosperity of the rural people.
Further, we intend to bridge the urban rural divide by creation of necessary facilities in
the villages so that the youth are encouraged to stay back and engage themselves in
productive activities.  Already 27 Block Administrative Centres which function as support
offices for a cluster of Gram Panchayats exists and are functional in the State. The
BACs are a convenient medium of administration in the village level. The villagers now
do not have to come to Gangtok for official purpose.  

To conclude, let me assure this august house that the State of Sikkim will not be
found wanting and will not waiver in its quest to make Sikkim a model State with high
standard of living for all sections of its population in an environment friendly atmosphere
of peace and harmony.

Thank you.

Jai Hind.

]  ]  ]
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State Mission Authority SSA- Sikkim
Hotel Tashi Delek

December 23, 2010

Dear Cabinet Colleagues and the Vice-Presidents of the State Mission Authority,
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, Chief Secretary, Shri Virendra Singh ji Deputy Secretary at the
Union Ministry of HRD, Heads of Departments, dignitaries and other distinguished
guests present today,

I am very happy to attend this function to further discuss and contribute towards
the national flagship program of ‘Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan’ to achieve universalization of
elementary education in the country. This meeting is all the more significant as we are
on a mission mode to make Sikkim a total literate State with range of educational programs
within the time frame of 2015.

The major goal of a democratic society is to improve the quality of life and wellbeing
of its people. Education is universally accepted as a major instrument in achieving such
goal. To meet the educational aspiration of the people involves lot of policy initiatives,
public participation and liberal allocation of resources.

The Sikkim Government has already put the best foot forward to achieve our goal.
We provide the best salary structure to our teachers; they are the best paid government
employees both within and outside the State. We extend all possible assistance to our
teaching fraternity like the backward area benefits and we have also rationalized promotion
avenues for the working teachers in addition to the existing provision for advancement
grade.

Further, teachers appointed under the SSA are being provided salary at par with
other teachers which is the highest in the Country. This we are doing by allocating
additional state share. In most of the cases, we have already regularized the SSA teachers
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in the State and this is also an exception in the Country. With over 20 percent of plan
allocation for education sector coupled with range of educational incentives and the best
teacher-student ratio, the need for us is only to sustain our tempo and move ahead.
However, in many cases I feel sad to think that the commitment we have shown for the
welfare of our teachers are not being reciprocated with the same degree of performance,
dedication and a sense of duty and commitment. In this great national task, they have
such a big responsibility to shoulder and we expect greater level of dedication and
commitment from every member of the teaching fraternity.

Looking at all the contradictions and disturbances, the world’s biggest problem
today is lack of human quality. In the present context, we can well assume that without
good quality teachers, we can not expect good and quality education and as a consequence
we can not groom good students. In a very academic sense, we talk about good education,
good extra-curricular activities but seldom talk about good human quality leading to good
human being. Therefore, we still have time in our hand. Let us focus on qualitative
education so that the coming generation, besides being educated, also becomes good
human being.

Universalization of Elementary Education is not a new campaign. Highest global
forum like the United Nations has also pledged a millennium goal of achieving universal
primary education by 2015.

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan as the name itself suggests is “education to all”. It is an
effort to universalize elementary education by community ownership of the school system.
It is a response to the demand for quality basic education all over the country.

There is rapid change evident in socio-economic scenario both nationally and globally
which is further fuelled by the massive technological progress in the information technology
and communication system. From a closed and inward-looking society to a more open
and interactive one, the Sikkimese society must also devise enough mechanism so that
the globalization process benefits the entire population of the State.  In view of the new
world order with all its complexities, we need to chalk out new path to make our children
a total quality people in the society.

Therefore, we must educate our children to produce future leaders, thinkers of
tomorrow and prepare our children to be the global players in knowledge based society.
The State Government has left no stone unturned in its commitment to popularize education
far and wide in the state. I believe that in Sikkim we have effectively addressed the
issue of universal access to education to all our children with the best teacher-student



ratio of 1:16 found anywhere in India. It is necessary that we consolidate on our past
achievement to fulfill our mission.

Education today needs to be seen not only as knowledge acquisition device but
more as a tool to make total quality people. Apart from upgrading regular curriculum
contents the character building aspect of education has acquired larger implication in
today’s worlds. Quality like integrity, tolerance, discipline should be ingrained in the
minds of the children through stimulus and training. Of lately, we are also considering
lesson on Moral Ethics in our school curriculum so that essential human values special to
the Sikkimese people are not lost into oblivion.

Teaching of English as a compulsory subject is well emphasized in the overall
educational scenario in the State. Under the modernization and liberalization regime,
English, for obvious reason, has emerged as a dominant language both for regular
communication, world diplomacy and also for gaining access to other branches of learning
including Mathematics, Science or Technical education. And this is more so in India with
huge diversity in languages and regional dialects spoken by different bodies of ethnic
groups. Therefore, teaching of correct English in school should be further emphasized
and strengthened. In all these efforts, the key player to prepare our children with greater
understanding of regional, national and global problems and to make them part of the
answer are the teachers.

Presently, there have been lots of educational discussions and debates amidst the
emerging shift in the processes of educating the Indians. Let us consider the following:

• Enrolment of India’s 240 million schoolchildren must be facilitated to enter
into higher education over the next decade, up from the 12.4% currently.

• 46% of India’s schoolchildren drop out before they get to middle school.

• India currently has 480 universities and 22,000 colleges.

• In the next 10 years, it will need 700 new universities and 35,000 new
colleges.

• 35% of the world’s illiterate people are in India.

Nationally, this is a big challenge. However, Sikkim through its own committed
educational program is contributing significantly towards national goal. The per capita
availability with regard to access and affordability in Sikkim is certainly the best in the
Country. As per one report, some of the greatest constraints for speedy development of
education system in the South East region including India are lack of planning, inadequate
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supervision and monitoring of yearly targets for enrolment and retention and absence of
comprehensive plans to improve learning in primary schools.

Sikkim is a happy exception to the reported social disturbances in certain parts of
the Country and the world. This has a direct bearing on the education of the children.
This body of SSA Mission Authority will have to consider and study the above findings
for evolving appropriate mechanism both at the state and national level. In Sikkim, we
have the best environment for making progressive advances on the education scenario
in terms of universal access, quality, curriculum and the best education standard. The
immediate need is to make the education system child-centric and life-oriented.

The State Government is also genuinely seized of the urgency to diversity the
scope of education and to enhance lifelong employability among our youths. This is with
regards to hundreds of students who pass out from schools and colleges with purely that
‘bookish’ knowledge without having any technical or technological expertise to enter
into the expanding job market across the world. Accordingly, over the years, we have
established the Directorate of Capacity Building, Institute of Capacity Building and one
Livelihood School each in every Constituency. Through these centres, we sponsor students
for higher technical training or train our student for basic vocational courses.

In our overall purpose of achieving our mission, I would like to share the following
tips as The Golden Rules for policy-makers with all of you. We can consider the
suggestions as under which could be applied into our own planning process to make our
education more grounded in modern day requirement and development imperatives.

• Institutions should be able to understand and evolve alongside industry needs,
through a dynamic structure and deep involvement of industry practitioners
in institution design and function.

• Institutions should avoid narrow focus on just one skill, by equipping students
with generic skills such as problem-solving, basic computer literacy, language
and communication skills to make them employable.

• Institutions should incorporate motivation into criteria for admission, as
opposed to using purely academic benchmarks.

• Components of general education within vocational education should be
established, and institutions should have links with traditional higher education
institutions.

We expect education to nurture the physical, emotional, interpersonal, intellectual,
aesthetic, moral and spiritual dimensions of human development. The foundation for



educational development in the State is very much in place. I personally raised our
demand for a Central University in Sikkim which is now a reality. I have had cross
section of discussion with educationists, teachers and policy makers to make our education
system as best one in the Country.

We are on a continuous process of evolving our education system through
introduction of some very innovative initiatives including introduction of Sikkim-specific
curriculum like the environmental studies. For total literacy, we are working overtime to
bring about comprehensive system of time-tested models. From 56% in 1994 to over 85
percent literacy rate today, we achieved a lot during the last decade. Now we are
prepared for the one last leap forward to achieve 100 percent literacy in the State.

Besides, regular emphasis on access and quality, we have undertaken ambitious
program to educate all our people, including the un-educated and semi-educated at all
our non-formal centres spread across the State. The representative from the Central
Government would be happy to know that we have posted all the existing Pre-Primary
Teachers under each Gram Panchayat Unit at the grass root level to educate our people
under the non-formal arrangement covering everyone at the urban and rural areas. If I
may add, we have also provided focal lens to the needy and elderly so that seeing
actually becomes believing.

As the poet would say, we cannot afford to abandon the children and neglect the
fountain of life. With the highest goal in mind and the best system in place, we can see
the day, when our children are fully educated with the best education and willing to work
hard and compete with the best brains in the world. Towards that direction and towards
achieving greater synergy among the various organs of education system including the
policy makers, teachers, students, guardians and parents, let us join hands in the national
mission to make India proud of its past, present and the future.

I would like to congratulate the Minister for HRD, my Cabinet Colleagues, MLAs,
Secretary and all officials involved in the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan for their hard work and
devotion.

I extend best of wishes to all of you who are engaged in the greatest task of
educating our citizens- yesterday, today and tomorrow.

Thank you.

]  ]  ]
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Silver Jubilee Celebration
Holy Cross School, Tadong

October 30, 2010

Your Lordship Reverend Stephen Lepcha, respected Sister Valsa Thottiyil, Sister
Jessy, Principal here, Speaker Hon’ble Shri KT Gyaltsen, my cabinet colleagues Shri
N.K. Pradhan, Shri D.B. Thapa, distinguished guests, respected parents’ body, officials,
local gentry, beloved students, media men and other friends present,

Education as a concept, as an agent of development has caught the imagination of
people engaged in all activities worldwide. We are aware that in India the earliest system
of education was based on gurukul tradition preparing children for an ideal life subscribing
to the principles of moral rectitude. In a closed society, education unlike in the modern
sense of the term was an end in itself. However, the Country swiftly embraced modern
education thereby made our Country the knowledge hub and Indians the knowledge
providers across the globe. No wonder, person none other than US President Mr. Barack
Obama, by his own submission, is seeking to educate his students to compete with
people in Bangalore or Beijing.

In this great national task, Holy Cross School has remained one of our valued
partners to impart quality education to our children. I am very pleased to attend the
Silver Jubilee of this School to share joys with you for all the achievements made by you
and imagining a future that is more secure in every aspect. I have come to meet the
young minds here out of love and respect and to honour the teaching community who
are engaged in this great task of nation building.

As evident, the world has changed, priorities have altered, range of human choice
has multiplied and a new destination has been set. Equipping our children for the new
century involves a lot of imagination and certain challenges. Education system as a tool



of human development in its holistic sense requires a range of transformation and a
strong case of realignment and reorientation. We identified these aspects and identified
Education as our priority sector from day one improving infrastructure requirement,
expanding curriculum contents and bringing in new sense of urgency to make our people
educated, skillful and capable.

In brief, I would like to inform my dear students here about the range of reforms
measures and educational incentives available in the State. And you will appreciate that
these decisions have been prompted by certain genuine concerns to smooth out socio-
economic disparity among people and providing access to equitable development among
all sections of society with the best of world education and best facilities in the world.

1. Sikkim provides the best of educational environment amidst peaceful
surrounding;

2. Education is free upto the College level – 1st such State in the Country;

3. Allocation of over 20 percent annual plan allocation to education sector-
first in the Country;

4. There are number of educational incentives like free textbooks, exercise
books, school uniforms, school bags, rain coat etc.;

5. Introduction of environmental studies at the school level to bring awareness
about our nature and environment;

6. Creation of green fund in schools;

7. Introduction of interest-free Educational loan scheme for students pursuing
higher education within and outside the Country;

8. Special scholarship scheme like Prerna Yojana and Small Family Scheme
for girl students;

9. Scholarship scheme to fully sponsor 40 meritorious students within State
and 10 best students to best schools outside the State on the basis of their
Class V level performance. The number will be progressively increased to
100 each year to benefit larger number of children in the State;

10. Special Scholarship introduced to sponsor full education for students able to
secure admission to the 20 best Universities of the world.

Silver Jubilee Celebration   281



282   Sikkim: Enabling Qualitative Development

The above facts and figures amply reflect that there is historic opportunity in
Sikkim for the students to fully harness their potential to the maximum. On a regular
basis, we have been trying to evolve new set of intervention to make quality education
universally accessible to all the Sikkimese people. As a result of our hard work, we have
been able to close the gap between the literate and the illiterate in the State by a great
deal. For your knowledge, the literacy rate of 56.9% in 1993-94 has increased to 85%
and we have spelt out our Mission to make Sikkim totally literate by 2015.

The task is not easy, though. The definition of literacy in India is grossly understated.
Anyone with the elementary knowledge to read and write is bracketed under the literate
category which will not add to our human capital as such qualitatively. Therefore, our
idea is not only creating a literate mass but more so educated citizens who are firm in
their belief, very hardworking, skill and capable to take up specialized activities globally.
As per one report, although lakhs of people are passing out each year from our over 450
universities and over 18000 colleges, most of them lack any employable skills. That
means, our education system has still continued to remain mostly bookish which needs
to be changed urgently. We must make education life-oriented based on ground realities
and day-to-day requirement.

In this context, I am happy to inform you that Sikkim Government has become the
first Government in the Country to create Directorate of Capacity Building and Institute
of Capacity Building to formally undertake skill training programs to train our educated
youths and school drop-outs in relevant trades and profession.  We have worked out a
comprehensive program to train our youth after they pass out from School, College and
University on a compulsory basis. 10 percent of total budgetary allocation is set aside
each year for training programs including disbursement of loan under CMSES. The
academic courses and technological training program that we devise for our youths are
diverse and wide-ranging. Devised on the basis of professional inputs, we have sponsored
training for our youths in IT, programme in food and beverages, diploma in interior
design, diploma in airline travel and ticketing, tourism and hospitality industry, floriculture,
mass communication, fashion and clothing technology, civil service coaching programmes
within and outside the Country. We have also established one Livelihood School in each
Constituency to provide technical skills to our local youths in different trades and services
like body massage, carpentry etc.

With the State Government’s support, many of our boys and girls are presently
undergoing training as pilots, flight stewards and training in hospitality service abroad.



We have also targeted service industries in particular so that they could find gainful
employment outside the Government once the training is completed.

The 21st century is looking for qualitative and smart service from all service
providers. This is the age of science and technology where we talk of paperless
administration, knowledge industry and knowledge economy including software industry.
Due to IT boom and all related development, the world is today the global village. There
are immense opportunities coming up in diverse fields. At the same time, the level of
competition has also gone up drastically to grab all opportunities by people across the
board. The curriculum that we follow in schools and the lessons that are offered are
only the launching pad for higher achievement in life. Therefore, there has to be paradigm
shift in the way we prepare our youngsters to live and excel in the modern day cut-
throat competition. The idea is to bring about radical change in our mindset to absorb
new set of innovation and positive thinking.

Therefore, there are some fundamental aspects, some real life ideals that successful
people across the world have practised and prescribed over the centuries and which we
may better follow. Cutting short my presentation, I would try to empower my beloved
children here with some practical tips which you may find useful in your life.

To shoulder your responsibility

As democratic citizens of the largest democracy in the world, we have rights as
well as responsibilities to shoulder which are clearly written in our Constitution. And as
conscious human being, we also have unwritten code of conduct passed down from our
forefathers to primarily regulate human behaviour and person-to-person relationship at
a given point of time and place. Therefore, at every stage of development, you have to
develop into the best person that you are- as the responsible student, responsible teacher,
responsible farmer, responsible bureaucracy and so on. We are all collectively responsible
and answerable to our future. You are students today- be that in body, mind and soul.
This is very crucial in a democracy. If we progress together, we can reap democratic
dividend. However, if society fails due to our inaction, all of us have to share the democratic
deficit. Shoulder your responsibility which will ultimately add value to overall state and
nation building process.

To discipline yourself

Lee Kuan Yew, the Prime Minister of Singapore from its founding in 1965 to 1990
gave credit to one single word for rebuilding Singapore from the third world country to
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first world country. And that single word was – Discipline. Just think how many hours
you devote to your studies on a daily basis. If you ask me personally, I devote sixteen
hours daily on the task that the people have asked me to perform- that is for the last
sixteen years now! While writing a personal letter to the Headmaster of his son’s school,
President Abraham Lincoln so aptly revealed the essence of discipline in the following
extract. I quote, “He will have to learn I know that all men are not just, all men are not
true. But teach him also that for every selfish politician, there is a dedicated leader and
for every scoundrel there is a hero …..Teach him gently but do not cuddle him, because
only the test of fire makes fine steel. Let him have courage to be impatient. Let him
have the patience to be brave. Teach him always have sublime faith in humankind.” And
this applies to wide range of subject- from school curriculum that you learn at schools to
your acquiring personal habit in the day to day life.

To never give up

Philosopher Rousseau has so famously concluded his observation when he said,
“Man is born free, and everywhere he is in chain (shackles).” That means, we are
surrounded by host of problems and as long as we live we are not free from them. Our
success comes in proportion to the degree we are able to grapple with problems across
our ways. While you learn in school, you may have problems of understanding,
management of time or irritation at being subjected to routine hammering of facts and
figures. Some may even encounter socio-economic problems while pursuing their dream
projects. However, at all costs and under no circumstances should you quit trying to
accomplish your mission. Keep your faith and keep holding on to your ground at all time
until you reach your goal. Are you aware of British Prime Minister Winston Churchill
delivering his most famous speech in five words? His key-note speech was as follow -
“Never, Never, Never, Never, Give Up.”

To look before you leap

After liberalization of the early 1990s, India in a sense opened up to wide
range of socio-economic interaction and global opportunities. India and the Indians
were exposed to world situations and global circumstances offering wide range of
economic options and also greater interaction in terms of socio-cultural norms. World
class opportunities are knocking on your door so are stiff competition. This led to
fostering of healthy competition in terms of economic development and formation
of human capital. This also led to introduction of criminal tendency in society formed
under the influence of drug abuse and HIV/AIDS etc. Sikkim as part of the greater



world community cannot remain untouched. We have plenty of rumour mongers
crying hoarse to gain political mileage. Obviously, you are too young to make any
rational comparison between what I have accomplished in Sikkim and what it used
to be earlier under different leadership. Therefore, some frustrated elements will
seek to exploit your innocence. I strongly called upon you to guard yourselves against
all these elements and therefore to look before you leap, as the phrase popularly
goes.

From the Country and regional perspective, we are legally and constitutionally
bound to achieve universalization of elementary education without any exception. The
Constitutional Mandate of 1950 and the subsequent  National Policy of Education of
1986 and the more recently passed Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education
Act have made elementary education as the fundamental right of each child with the
basic objectives of ensuring total enrolment in school, bridge all gender and social category
gaps at primary stage by 2007 and at elementary education level by 2010  and, of
course, universal retention by 2010.

However, in spite of all the constitutional injunctions, national policies and Acts
passed from time to time since Independence, are we near to achieving the goal of
universalization of education? Unless and until we are able to provide access to equal
standard of world class education to children belonging to both the creamy layers and
the working class people, we will not be able to fulfil our mission. Although Democracy
provides for equal socio-economic opportunity to all citizens, all children groomed under
different educational environment without uniform standard will not be able to enjoy
their rights equally. Therefore, universal access to equal standard of education among
all children is absolutely necessary.

Hon’ble Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh, who himself started his career as
teacher, while addressing intellectuals recently said, “We need better facilities, more and
better teachers, a flexible approach to curriculum development to make it more relevant,
more effective pedagogical and learning methods and more meaningful evaluation
system”. It is, therefore, imperative that both the parents and the teaching community
equally contribute towards creating an environment that is effective for learning including
promotion of good quality teaching and learning processes, individualized instruction to
suit individual child’s aptitude and receptive capacity and active, cooperative and
democratic learning methods, provides life skills-based education, promoting both the
physical and the psycho-socio-emotional health of students.
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We can comprehend the mode of living that used to characterize our society
25 years ago. Now there are many things that have changed drastically, many theories
gone obsolete and many new ideas come into being. No doubt, we have to reposition
ourselves to face the new world order. Yet there are certain human values that
never, and will never change as long as there is human existence on earth. Hence,
values like sincerity and honesty will have to be consciously planted in the young
minds so that they become a complete man in society. The Government, parents,
teachers and the society have to jointly collaborate on setting such examples and
encourage such thought processes which would engage our children in positive,
constructive and affirmative activities.

My dear students will have to always remember that you are the storehouse with
potential to change the course of history and to bring about positive improvement in the
socio-cultural future of our State and the Country. Francis Bacon once said, “Knowledge
is power”. In today’s knowledge economy, knowledge is only the potential power. You
must invest it for the larger cause of building a progressive and prosperous State.

I am reminded of an eleven year old girl like many of you here today who had the
creative imagination to change the course of American history. Her name was Grace
Beddel who wrote to Abraham Lincoln to grow beard and win the elections. I quote part
of her letter to Lincoln,

“I am a little girl only 11 years old, but want you should be President of the United
States very much. …….I have got 4 brothers and part of them will vote for you any way
and if you let your whiskers grow I will try and get the rest of them to vote for you. You
would look a great deal better for your face is so thin. All the ladies like whiskers and
they would tease their husbands to vote for you and then you would be President. My
father is going to vote for you and if I was a man I would vote for you too but I will try
to get every one to vote for you.”

And you must be aware that many social evils in the world like slavery came to an
end under Abraham Lincoln, giving the first test of Democracy as the ‘government of
the people, by the people, for the people’ dedicated to the proposition that all men are
created equal.

In fact, when you all grow up with best education, I suggest that you visit the
memorial statue depicting a meeting between Lincoln and Bedell located in the center of
the village of Westfield near New York City in the US.



The young girls and boys here have the same power to make positive contribution
to further develop Sikkim into a more prosperous and progressive State. The children
here can well take a leaf from this story to empower themselves and make correct
choice in life. Without listening to irrational voice, you must judge for yourself- what is
truth? You must develop that power and insight to differentiate between truth and
falsehood. The anti-social elements always target those who are weak and those who
falter in his own belief, his faith and his essential values. Like the young girl did with her
wisdom to choose the correct leader in those days, you could also well influence people’s
decision to make correct choice and refused to be misled and misguided by frustrated
elements to protect the larger interest of the State.

Collectively, we must fight against many negative forces, against illiteracy, disease
and poverty. To that cause and to that sacred call, I look forward to receiving your views
and feedback to me- either over my cell phone or you can post letter to me with your
suggestions.

Dear children, while I partake in the Silver Jubilee of your School, I have found
another reason to rejoice still. I tell you why? The year your School was set up in 1985,
I had entered into the Sikkim Legislative Assembly as a young man of 33 years old, as
an elected Member from the then Damthang Constituency. This school has progressed
from strength to strength to attain this glorious silver jubilee year. As people’s
representative, through to sixth consecutive terms, I have always continued to struggle,
always offered my selfless love and service to the needy people, for the building of a
new and sukhi Sikkim, future destiny of Sikkim and the Sikkimese people as my enduring
vision and my dream.  Each one of us, here and elsewhere, should contribute towards
promoting peace, security and good governance in the State. Swami Vivekananda once
said,

 “Three things are necessary to make every man great, every nation great: Conviction
of the powers of goodness; Absence of jealousy and suspicion and Helping all who are
trying to be and do good.”

In my rather long political journey of close to 40 years, I have always believed in
the power of goodness and extending my helping hands to all my good and also the not-
so-good friends equally to make them excel in life, without any trace of jealousy or ill
will.

Silver Jubilee Celebration   287



288   Sikkim: Enabling Qualitative Development

I thoroughly enjoyed all the cultural programs presented by the School. I congratulate
all the artistes for the poise and grace with which they accomplished this cultural feat.
We are the State with a very rich mix of diverse culture and tradition belonging to
different ethnic communities. These are the finer aspects of life that make our living
experience more beautiful and charming. I once again congratulate all of you and send
my greetings on this Silver Jubilee year. We know the future still beckons us. Therefore,
my friends, with eyes fixed on the horizon and God’s grace upon us, we shall always
come forward to care to serve with conviction in the power of goodness, without jealously
or suspicion and helping all who are trying to be and do good.

With best of my wishes, I conclude here.

Thank you children.

Thank you all.

]  ]  ]
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“Regional Parties and their Efficacy in Advancing
Nation Building”

Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi
April 25, 2011

Respected Prof. Najeeb Jung, Vice Chancellor of Jamia Millia Islamia, Pro Vice
Chancellor Prof. SM Rashid, Prof. Shree Prakash, Director of the Academy of Third
World Studies, Prof. Sanjoy Hazarika, Director and Saifuddin Kitchlew Chair of the
Centre for North East Studies, faculty and students, media, friends from New Delhi,
Sikkim and the rest of the North East India.

I am thankful to the Jamia Milia Islamia for the invitation extended to me to speak
on the subject “Regional Parties and their efficacy in advancing Nation Building”, which
is appropriate and has gained prominence now in the Indian political discourse. Our
Country is so vast and diverse that it is virtually impossible to reach out to every nook
and corner. The ethos and the social fabric of each corner of the country thus remain
unheard of or unattended to. Our forefathers have designed the Constitution well, where
the hopes and aspirations of all citizens can be transformed into reality within its framework.

The Sikkim Democratic Front Party, of which I am the Founding President, is
governing the State of Sikkim for the last seventeen years. The people have reposed
confidence in my party in overwhelming terms. I respectfully bow to this honour. My
commitment has been to rise to their expectations as their first servant to improve their
quality of life. I am relentlessly pursuing this goal with all the energy and enthusiasm at
my command. Since the people are the masters, we can go full course to take all possible
measures in socio-cultural upliftment on all issues falling under the State Subjects in the
Constitution of India. Thus, duly advancing and ensuring an environment of social equity,
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equality of access to rights and opportunities with particular focus on the welfare of the
weaker sections.

I am, therefore, fully aware that I might be better positioned to make a claim that
Regional Parties do, in fact, have greater leverage and innovation in advancing effective
nation building.

I take this opportunity to refresh you briefly the history of how we became the 22nd

State of the Indian federal system. The events prior to the independence of the country
in 1947 had a deep impact in the minds of our forefathers in Sikkim. The people of
Sikkim then wanted to emulate the achievements brought about by the Freedom Fighters
like Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad, Sardar Patel,
Subhash Chandra Bose, Dal Bahadur Giri and Maj. Durga Malla, and such other host of
Indian leaders. This led to a democratic upsurge in the Kingdom of Sikkim in 1949.
Much later, the seeds sown thus bore fruit under the astute leadership of L.D. Kazi, the
first Chief Minister of a democratic State.

I, as a teenager deeply impressed as a democratic soldier was swept into the
popular people’s movement for self-determination and self rule. Therefore, based on
free choice and collective wishes of the Sikkimese people, Sikkim entered into the federal
structure of the Indian union in May 1975.  From both a national and a regional perspective,
I can imagine no greater proof of national integration and patriotism than this.

Today, our State is known as progressive, peaceful, green and innovative. Flourishing
tourism travel to our State is indicative of this. We are therefore showing greater result
oriented leadership amongst smaller States. This has a lot to do with the way we have
brought about a high level of social justice. All pro-people policies have to have a strong
element of social justice. Therefore all sections of our society are woven into a single
identity of being Sikkimese. We are deeply proud of this fact.

I would like to add that our government has successfully redefined the concept of
a border State. Peace, communal harmony, security, growth and development are
indicators of this. Our people are free from insurgency, terrorism and fear psychosis.
We have proved this in these actual terms thus making a great contribution towards
advancing nation building.

The Nation is already 64 years into independence and democracy. Now we have
enough grounds to argue and conclude that issue of contribution towards nation building
is irrespective and independent of mainstream party or regional party, large party or



smaller party, party at the centre, region or otherwise. All parties have contributed as
much as so many other people and institutions.

Two questions need to be considered. One is whether deepening of democracy,
which is always good thing, is furthered by initiatives at the regional level and by regional
parties? The other is whether regional parties are better suited and positioned to further
the goals of development like eradication of poverty, providing better healthcare and
access to quality education?

Briefly, I would say that at the micro level and in the eyes of the common man,
nation building means providing basic necessities for sustaining the lives of the millions in
our country. In addition, we need to provide a healthy ecosystem for our youth to be able
to get gainful livelihood opportunities. There are other aspects to Nation building but we
need to look at it from the perspective of the general masses.

Regional parties in the length and breadth of Country have come to being as
expressions of people’s aspirations which is both constitutional and democratic. Hence,
they do manifest deepening of democracy and not taking anything away from it. I will
try and argue that both the questions are well served by the Regional Parties. There are
three dimensions that I will deal with in my argument.

Knowledge and Proximity

Regional parties, by its very definition and nature, will have the advantage of having
firsthand knowledge of the local situation. Hence giving full backing to the Panchayati
Raj Institutions is a pointed response to this knowledge. PRI has been playing a great
role in making development happen in the villages of Sikkim. We were privileged to be
awarded the first Nirmal Rajya Purashkar by the President of India. Our endeavour has
been to make our villages as self-sufficient units which are also self-governed. This is
definitely a major contribution in deepening of democracy. Another interesting aspect is
the global challenges that are looming large. This makes local and regional challenges
even greater, for instance, with climate change. A policy has to be made centrally but
action on the ground has to be done locally. Besides what can be done in the mountains
is very different from coastal areas. Mahatma Gandhiji had all along stressed the need
for local action and planning. It is only now, after so many years, we are finding that he
was correct. 
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Our other actions in banning grazing in the forest areas, reducing use of plastics
and the subsequent efforts in greening Sikkim through harit kranti, green mission and
ten minutes to earth, adds tremendously to the rich biodiversity. With over 85 percent of
forest cover, I feel proud to have been recognized as the Greenest Chief Minister of
India by the Centre of Science and Environment.  While we guard the Himalayan borders
with other countries, we also add to environmental and water securities for the country.
We therefore forego many development options generally available with lowland States.
We however, find that at the national level, these sacrifices we make are hardly accounted for.

All these achievements clearly suggest that our appreciation of the ground realities
is so much better. It is not coloured by central level politics or national parties and this
helps. National parties cannot adequately appreciate the problem of mountain areas, like
Sikkim, which has come to the mainstream much later. The sweeping parameters and
policies adopted by the national party and national leadership do not generally factor in
the hopes and aspirations, needs and requirements of regional and smaller States. On
the other hand, we can appreciate local problems and are better suited to represent the
larger interest of citizens based on the situational analysis of a particular region or area.

This should be considered positively as a mark of widespread political consciousness
growing among the citizens. Mainstream parties should be able to understand that this is
a happy development to see that the regional parties are contributing towards nation
building in a better and effective manner in their region and their States.

Regional parties with certain defined political programs and slogans based on region
specific or area specific needs can always promote emotional proximity and physical
compactness in terms of advancing national integration.

I have experienced obvious advantage of leading my party and government in
terms of a more focused development intervention at a very local level based on the felt
needs to bring about speedy progress. This has led to my Government making significant
progress in sectors like social justice, education and health. We have ambitious targets
of poverty free mission, kutcha house free mission, Organic State mission and so on by
2015.

Regional Aspirations and Smaller States

What are problems being faced by smaller states? What are the downsides of
being regional or regional player? Problems besetting smaller states are not proportionate



to the size of the State in question. Smaller states have same degree of paraphernalia
like we find in bigger states. Budget formulation and annual plan finalization is done as
per the Gadgil Committee formula taking population ratio as the criteria. Due to scanty
allocation, we get little elbow room to manoeuvre our development options in the State.
Our voices fail to reach the corridors of power in the Centre. In the Parliament too with
only one Lok Sabha MP and one Rajya Sabha MP, everything becomes rather difficult.

We feel the pinch as major benefits are taken away by the Ministries headed by
MPs from larger States. Sometimes we pine that a new system should be formulated
for allocating number of MPs on the size of small states and larger states and not on the
basis of population in the states. While we follow all the central policies and the guidelines
but at times, perforce, we have to think in terms of protecting our demographics from
the growth of people coming from other parts of country.

Smaller states have little or no influence over the policy direction undertaken by
the Central Government. Party with greater number of MPs has greater say over the
running of the Central Government. For example, after Sikkim’s merger with the Indian
Union in 1975, not a single Cabinet berth has been allotted to Sikkim’s MPs and not a
single Sikkimese has been appointed to any constitutional post. Smaller State like Sikkim
has no representative in the Central Government. This tends to puncture our self esteem
and a sense of dismay settles over when any regional aspiration is seldom honoured.

Unless there is overall development and safety ensured for all people living in
villages and from the poor sections of the society, the country cannot prosper. For this to
happen, people must have easy access to widespread opportunities, rights and power
including larger interest group like the tribals, dalits and other backward classes. Why is
there a burgeoning demand for regional identity and new statehood demands? This is
basically to seek security and development among the marginalized section of people.
Instead of browbeating and subduing popular aspirations, it is necessary that justice is
done to all the citizens of the country.

Understanding of Nationalism

Under Indian federalism, a cordial centre-state relationship and cooperation is a
must and everyone should respect people’s mandate both at the state and centre. This
will mean respecting democracy in letter and spirit. However, when there is unfounded
contest between parties as being bigger or smaller, influential or less influential, this will
lead to weakening of Country itself.
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In order to strengthen our understanding of national unity, we may need to revisit
stereotype thinking and obsolete outlook both in terms of country’s strength and
understanding of nationalism. In the same context, I suggested earlier and still say why
not substitute the word ‘Sindh’ in our National Anthem with the word “Sikkim”? The
basic fact is when India became independent Sikkim was not in the national mainstream.
Now has not that fact altered? This will further cement the edifice of emotional integration
and justice done to the peace-loving citizens of India.  Please forgive me, if I am blamed
for inviting storms into a tea cup!

While we are emerging as one of the leading economies of the world, there is
problem of general disenchantment among people when they look upon the political
system in the country. People are losing faith on the political establishment and political
leadership. But is the political leadership alone to be blamed? Can sweeping generalization
not do injustice to ideal politicians in the country, who have been working so hard sincerely,
honestly and so diligently? How do we repay them for their selfless service to the
country? The people are responsible for providing an alternative. While choosing their
representatives, are not people accountable for making the right choice? People need to
live with rights and responsibility. Unless they are capable and competitive to live as
responsible Citizens, it is wrong to blame the system and leadership alone. This is no
solution and we are, therefore, finding that the Constitution itself is under threat.

Nation Building is a complex exercise. Regional aspirations and their democratic
outpouring is healthy and does help in making regional parties more flexible and innovative
in listening to and addressing the aspirations of the people.

Having had, had the enduring experience of leading a regional political party and
the government since 1994, I have overcome temptation and incitement for moving
away from remaining regional in character and spirit. This has, indeed, strengthened our
regional claims towards consolidation of national governance, collective well being and
overall prosperity of the Nation at large. And next time, I stand with you, I will have not
changed my mind, my ethos and my political position.

At the end, while taking the debate forward, I would always welcome your
suggestions to make our exercise mutually beneficial to benefit our people, our region
and our Nation.

Thank you.
]  ]  ]
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Vision for Holistic
and Sustainable Organic Farming

Saramsa Garden, Ranipool, Sikkim
March 17-18, 2010

Respected Dr Tej Pratap, Vice Chancellor, Agricultural University, Palampur, Dr.
A.K Yadav, Director, National Certification for Organic Farming (NCOF), Hon’ble
Speaker Sikkim Legislative Assembly, Deputy Speaker, my Cabinet Colleagues, MLAs,
Senior Scientists and agricultural experts, distinguished delegates, officials, media persons,
ladies and gentlemen,

I deem it a great privilege to be present in this inaugural ceremony of Workshop on
Organic Farming. The State Government, over the years has consciously promoted
organic farming practices in Sikkim supported by     wide-ranging policy initiatives. With
2015 as our target year, we are steadily moving ahead to achieve this ambitious mission
to be the first organic State in the Country. As it stands, this Workshop is a landmark
event in the context of our intimate pursuit to shape history in the agricultural sector and
also share our vision and experiences thus far with the distinguished agricultural scientists
of the Country. Let me extend a very hearty welcome to the esteemed delegates present
here coming from renowned centres and institutions across the country and who have
been driven by a common purpose to achieve our goal.

Apart from its generic term, the expression Development has come to mean larger
implication that infer growth both at the physical level, psychological level and in the
degree of hopes and aspirations of people that have increased by manifold. This has led
to increase in peoples’ demand at all levels, ballooning of choices available and preferences
that vary from persons to persons. People increasingly seek for delivery of quality services
and quality infrastructure and quality public services. However, what we have to realize
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today is that in the so-called less developed society in the past, our forefathers drew
their sustenance out of whatever Nature had to offer which was sufficient, in any case,
in all respect.

You are aware that Sikkim is a Himalayan State with many inherent strength and
also certain challenges. Nature has gifted us with unsurpassed beauty and unparalled
splendour. Sikkim and of course the larger expanse of Himalayan belt has remained
basically virgin and biologically diverse. I need not mention that our people have been
living for centuries in close affinity and in absolute harmony with nature.

Traditionally, agriculture has been the mainstay of the people in Sikkim. Land use
pattern and agrarian systems evolved over the years is one of the finest and is a perfect
example of sustainable mountain farming system. Farming practices existent in our
State have been largely influenced by local ecosystem and topographical factors. Because
of the simple reason that larger contributor to our entire economy for a long time and
today is dependent on agriculture, the significance of agriculture and allied sectors is
quite obvious.

As I mentioned earlier that our agrarian roots have further justified our affinity to
Mother Nature which we hold in awe and respect. Sustainability being the core issue,
we are following a development programme which is founded on the principle of
environmental security. Our traditional agro-practices have intrinsically been nature-
centric, so to say that the concept of organic farming in the State has been in existence
in one form or the other since time immemorial.

With the advent of modernized farming systems and increased thrust on
enhancement of productivity, a gradual shift occurred with focus on getting maximum
output per unit area. Even then, the fact remains that our fertilizer consumption during
the peak consumption period never exceeded 12 Kgs per ha, a negligible figure in
comparison to national average which stood at more than 90 Kgs per ha.

In this context, I take pride to reiterate that our Government has taken the bold and
path breaking initiative to promote Sikkim into the first Organic State in the country by
the end of 2015. This would not only mean a new paradigm in agriculture outlook but a
host of new challenges in this emerging matrix of agrarian policy. The inherent strengths
of high biodiversity, extreme climatic variations and a well developed land use system
inherited from our forefathers foster the concept of organic agriculture. Because of our



geographical location and rugged terrain, our mountain folks have limited means for a
more productive option. Our government is committed to compensate certain factors
through various means and one such measure identified is production and marketing of
high value organic products.

Perhaps, the scientific fraternity and eminent personalities present here will agree
with the decision taken by our government to go the organic way. Since response to
fertilizers is very low under arid conditions, organic farming is the only viable option
under our conditions where rain-fed farming is practiced. This would avoid wastage of
resources on costly fertilizers thereby helping to conserve hard earned money of small
and marginal farmers of our State.

I had the opportunity to address an expert meeting on “Conserving Agricultural
Heritage Systems in Mountainous Landscapes” which had in attendance international
experts from agriculture, environment and related sectors. I specifically mentioned that
in a small State like ours, we face many challenges both in terms of augmenting our
agricultural products and retain soil fertility. The challenge of declining agricultural lands,
depleting soil fertility, continuous soil erosion, onslaught of emerging pest and diseases
are some that test the tenacity of agriculture scientists, development workers and planners.

We have already initiated many steps in the State which directly or indirectly
nourish our mission to transform Sikkim into a total organic State. We have initiated a
campaign to plant trees in all vacant land or land not under any use. With more direct
bearing is our decision to ban use of non biodegradable materials like plastics in Sikkim.
We have imposed ban on the use of Diclofenac, the chemical responsible for death and
slow extinction of Vultures from our landscape. By effectively banning this anti-
inflamatory drug, we are contributing towards arresting death cases of the bird family
and that of Vultures. We have undertaken many other steps towards the same direction
to make our State organic.

Sikkim can not remain detached from the forces of globalization and liberalization
and the impacts they will have in our day to day life. In the emerging scenario, the
formidable challenge we face is initiating the younger generation into agricultural activities.
Infusing certain degree of innovation into our traditional approaches could certainly
make agriculture more attractive. Organic agriculture I feel takes us one step closer to
achieving this goal. And to this day, we have put our heads together to explore every
rational way to enhance the scope for augmentation of production and productivity
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without jeopardizing our environment. Production of organic fruits and vegetables, cereals,
pulses, large cardamom, passion fruits, mandarin orange, ginger, floriculture products,
tea etc holds tremendous promise for us.

The task ahead is daunting which requires special efforts. Due to geographical
constraint, we are still not able to produce enough food items to fulfill domestic demands
and satisfy home market. By encouraging organic products, we are well on our path to
earn a price tag at the national and international markets. We seek to encourage our
farmers to produce not only for themselves but promote agriculture as an industry in
Sikkim. We do not have enough land for productive cultivation like they have in plain
areas. In the limited land available to us, we are promoting cultivation of low volume and
high value agricultural product on the basis of climatic variations found in Sikkim. And
organic farming practices are the promising activity to ensure healthy living for our
people and also support our people in economic upliftment.  We are living in a new world
which is primarily driven by information and knowledge. Therefore, we call we are
living in a knowledge society. Baring few exceptions, the farming community today are
well educated and professionally trained. Therefore, by promoting organic farming, we
are also setting a process in Sikkim that I would like to call as knowledge based agriculture.

In the process of rapid development that we witnessed, we also saw many
inventions, explosion of knowledge in different fields and many instruments to achieve
quick success. The Industrial Revolution alone of the 18th and 19th century was credited
to have brought major changes in agriculture, manufacturing, mining, and transport with
a profound effect on the socio-economic and cultural conditions starting in the United
Kingdom.  Termed as a major turning point in human history, the Revolution eventually
influenced, in some way, almost every aspect of daily life in the whole world. However,
this also brought about acute dis-balance in the natural cycle and the natural and
conventional way of looking at things. The chemical food grown and consumed gave
birth to unseen diseases imposing unseen health hazard on the people. This is only one
example of the many challenges that we invited in the process.

I feel, now there is widespread realization among people of the dark side of
development manifesting itself in food adulteration, use of different chemical on our
food items to induce early and unnatural growth, use of pesticide etc. Therefore, a
strong wave of opinion is building up today worldwide to go back to the root and address
our needs on the basis of ‘back to basic’ principle. On the same line and based on the
same opinion, we have initiated appropriate steps to promote organic farming practices



in Sikkim. We believe that we are in the right direction and following the right path to
regain the past glory. In order that we succeed, we need intellectual and technical inputs
from resource persons and scientists like you. The success story that we craft here in
Sikkim could be replicated in the Country. Sikkim as the laboratory for organic success
story in India should earn a distinct recognition in the world community. Therefore, I call
upon you to appreciate that supporting us and helping us would mean helping the citizens
of the Country and the world at large.

In conclusion, I would like to express my thanks for giving me this opportunity to
share my views with the learned scientists in this function. I would like to wish a very
pleasant stay here in Gangtok to all the distinguished delegates, invitees and participants
who have come all the way from different parts of the Country- to be with us and
partake in your vision and part of this historic event.

I wish you all success.

Thank you.

]  ]  ]
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Release of Book ‘Biodiversity of Raj Bhawan,
Gangtok, Sikkim’
Ashirwad Bhawan, Gangtok

July 20, 2010

Your Excellency, respected Shri Balmiki Prasad Singh ji, my Colleagues from Cabinet
and Sikkim Legislative Assembly, Chief Secretary, Secretaries, senior government
officials, experts and flower lovers from all parts of the State,

Sikkim with its pristine forest and peace-loving people are blessed with its
location in the lap of mighty Himalayas. The bounties of nature as evident in our
rich biodiversity reside and resonate in the State all the time as love for nature is
held in deep respect and reverence by the people of the State. Today, we are
immensely grateful to our Governor sahib for having taken the initiative of bringing
out the book on Biodiversity in Raj Bhawan, a beautiful heritage site of respect for
us in the State, rich in wild life and flora. Here I am reminded of the love of late
Madam Karuna-ji who took keen interest in flowers along side our Governor sahib.
Today I stand here to pay our tribute to her memory as it was in their joint effort that
we have a book on Biodiversity in Raj Bhawan with the help of officials of the
Forest Department. The concept of the book given by both of them will always be
remembered by us. I am also very happy to announce that a comprehensive book
on environment and biodiversity on Sikkim is being written to be completed within
the next 3 to 6 months by our officials with the guidance of environmentalists.

The Raj Bhawan has withstood the change of times with addition of Ashirwad
Bhawan and other appropriate infrastructure to retain its rich history. Trees planted by
the erstwhile Political Officers and others in the past have survived till date.



On the environmental front, Sikkim has already earned a respectable place in the
world community- both for its conservation initiatives and its long-term program to harness
the resources for the well being of the people. You are aware that we took the first
conscious initiative way back in 1995-96 by declaring that year as Harit Kranti Varsh
and the year 2000-1010 as Harit Kranti Dashak. And during the last one and half decade,
we have taken some historical decisions to conserve the Himalayan eco-system.

1. In 1995, we banned green felling in forests.

2. By legislation banned the use of non-biodegradable materials like plastic,
poly-bags, Bio-medical/chemical waste in 1997.

3. In 1998, we imposed ban on grazing in reserved forest areas, plantation
areas and water sources areas.

4. In the year 1998, State award “Rajya Van Samrakshan Evam Paryavaran
Puraskar” was instituted.

5. On 5th June 1999, we launched “Smriti Van” program “A People’s
Programme” in all four districts at Panchayat, block and village level.

6. Introduced Compulsory Environment Education in Schools in 2000.

7. A State Biodiversity Park at Tendong, the first of its kind, was created in
2001.

8. Blanket ban imposed on scaling of sacred peaks and also defilement of
sacred caves, sacred rocks, sacred lakes, chortens and sacred hot springs
through government notification in 2001.

9. To reduce dependence of villagers on firewood and forests, free LPG
connection for people below poverty line and economically weaker section
of society are being provided.  Ever since we introduced this scheme on
15th August 2002, this has been an ongoing program covering a large number
of households across the State.

10. Abandoned and closed 2700 hectare of Firing Range “G” acquired by the
Army establishment in North Sikkim.

11. Eco-Club, Green Funds created in a number of Schools & Colleges.

12. Ban on killing of Wildlife has been imposed by the Government.

Release of Book ‘Biodiversity of Raj Bhawan   303



304   Sikkim: Enabling Qualitative Development

13. For overall conservation and development of medicinal plants a State
Medicinal Plants Board has been established in June 2002 and 14 Herbal
Gardens created in various representative areas.

14. Around 600 farmers have been registered for cultivation of medicinal plants
and they have started cultivation.

15. Commercial exploitation of medicinal plants from the wild has been banned.

16. Sikkim Green Mission 2006 launched to integrate people with Nature. All
road projects to have green/plantation components. 2% budget of SPWD
(R&B) and RMDD and 1% of all other Departments have been earmarked
for the Green Mission.

17. Glacier & Climate Change Commission constituted in 2008. Further the
Government has also taken initiative to prepare State Action Plan on Climate
Change for Sikkim in collaboration with German Technical Cooperation.

18. Ten Minutes to Earth: The more recent initiative started in 2009, dedicated
to the environmental well being of the State has gained immense popularity
among all sections of people. Like on all other occasions, plantation drive
under this particular program has become very popular among people. I
had also the unique privilege of planting young saplings together with His
Excellency this past month on June 25, 2010.

Your Excellency Sir, all these green initiatives that we undertook have been the
first of its kind not only in the entire Country but also world wide. And while introducing
battery of green initiatives, we faced stiff resistance on many occasions from people
who were used to stereotyped mind set and business-as-usual attitude. It took some
time before our new thinking and some very innovative steps were fully accepted and
integrated into the larger development dynamics. As we talk about the biodiversity of
Raj Bhawan, His Excellency has lent his helping hand to spread the essential message
of Nature Conservation across the State to all sections of people.

Apart from Raj Bhawan complex being developed as the dedicated conservation
site, we have number of other conservation sites earmarked across the State.
Kanchenjunga National Park and Biosphere Reserve, the highest altitude protected
area in the Country is well on its way to be declared as the World Heritage Site. The
Bird and Butterfly Park at Rabdentse in West Sikkim and Rangrang in North Sikkim are



going to become our showpieces fostering the spirit of biodiversity conservation combined
with ecologically sustainable tourism.

Orchid lovers the world over would celebrate the declaration of Tinkitam Fairrieanum
conservation reserve for in-situ conservation of the highly threatened Fairrie’s Orchid.

We have recently declared the Damthang – Namchi road stretch as Eco-Highway
to ensure that all road construction in the State is environment-friendly and sustainable.

Since last year, we have undertaken mass plantation of Rhododendrons, giving
increasing importance to wild edible fruits like chewri, kusum, bhadrasey, pomsi.
Promotion and conservation of these fruit bearing trees in the wild will also help reduce
the increasing man-animal conflict we see today while also preserving the rich biodiversity
of Sikkim.

Conservation of wetlands of Sikkim is an important priority for us. Our green State
has been the reservoir of water banks in form of glacier, hotsprings, lakes, rivers and
perennial streams. We must keep them safe and healthy for other biodiversity like algae,
fish and migratory birds and animals that depend on them.

The JICA Project in collaboration with Japan Government will give us additional
impetus on our green campaign with emphasis on conservation and rejuvenation of
threatened species like oak, orchid and other indigenous species, creation of Sikkim
Biodiversity Centre and many other green initiatives for enhancement of knowledge of
biodiversity and sustainable use of our nature resources.

The grand success of the opening ceremony of International Rhododendron Festival
2010 at Yumthang and International Rhododendron Conference at Saramsa, marked the
further promotion of yet another conservation and sustainable livelihood tradition. The
closing ceremony of International Rhododendron Festival is planned for March 2011 in
West Sikkim which would herald another good eco-tourism year.

At the Himalayan Zoological Park, Bulbuley we have achieved successful breeding
of our State Animal – the Red Panda. The birth of healthy twin panda cubs has proved
that we have been able to provide the most conducive condition. Similar initiatives are
on for conserving globally threatened population of Snow Leopard and captive breeding
of our colourful pheasants like Daaphey-Munal. We are in touch with experts from
World Pheasant Association’s best breeders to stock our upcoming Sidkeong Tulku Bird
Park at Rabdentse in West Sikkim.
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We are proud of the increasing number of young local researchers and scientists
of Sikkim taking up important projects through world class institutions and contributing
towards conservation through their new findings.

His Excellency the Governor of Sikkim has taken extra care to undertake a host of
conservation steps to retain the glory of our prized historical monument- the Raj Bhawan.
On behalf of the people of Sikkim, I express my deep sense of indebtedness to His
Excellency’s foresight and wisdom to document all aspects of rich biodiversity found in
this historical complex. I also wish the Department of Forest, Environment and Wildlife
Management all success in its endeavour to promote green initiatives making our State
perennially green- and hand over to our posterity a State full of nature, sustained and
managed within and by itself.

Thank you Excellency, Thank you all.

]  ]  ]
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International Conference on Rhododendrons
Saramsa Garden, Gangtok

April 29, 2010

Esteemed delegates from different Countries attending this rare Conference, experts
and resource persons working in the area of biodiversity conservation, Hon’ble Speaker,
Deputy Speaker and other Members of Sikkim Legislative Assembly, Officials,
distinguished guests, esteemed members of media fraternity and friends,

It gives me immense pleasure to attend the inaugural function of the International
Rhododendron Conference, one of the rare occasions to determine the richness of the
rhododendron species in Sikkim Himalayas and also reinforce its aesthetic values that
blend into the overall living experience of the beautiful people of Sikkim.

I am very glad to see experts, scientists, policy makers and forest managers from
different parts of the Country and the world sitting together in a common forum with a
common theme to interact and share their expert findings on various issues, concerns
and policies on rhododendrons of the world with particular reference to North Eastern
Himalayas and Sikkim. It is only in Conference of this kind that new ideas are created,
discussed and the distilled wisdom is recorded in the form of action plan which form the
foundation stones for deciding the future course of action with a view to conserve this
important natural resource.

Over past few decades, anthropogenic and natural calamity has threatened the
natural population of rhododendrons widely. The Himalayan States are not exception to
this. Here I am happy to share that the State of Sikkim has been able to conserve the
rhododendron species. The Government’s role and approaches used for conservation of
biological diversity in Sikkim have been eco-friendly and has proved immensely beneficial
over many decades. I fully agree with the idea that sustainable use of biodiversity including
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rhododendrons is possible by scientific conservation and management in nature. I can
say that Sikkim is one of the most ideal cases of practising biodiversity conservation
program with over 30 percent geographical area coverage under protected network.

I feel that the conservation of rhododendron within natural habitat is the best
approach and the State Government has been successful in maintaining the natural
habitation of the floral species. In Sikkim, we have one Kanchanjunga Biosphere Reserve
and seven wildlife sanctuaries with each of them having rhododendron in their pristine
state. Two of them namely Singba Rhododendron Sanctuary and Barsey Rhododendron
Sanctuary are fully devoted to conservation of one of the most beautiful wild genetic
resource, the rhododendrons. The Kanchenjunga Biosphere Reserve, which is soon
expected to be the part of ‘Man and Biosphere Reserve’ network of UNESCO supports
immensely rich depositories of rhododendrons.

In fact, the level of environmental awareness among our people is very high because
of their proximity to nature and their age old belief in nature as their local deity. The
people of Sikkim revere the third highest mountain peak Kanchenjunga as their local
deity and worship the various natural features like natural lakes, trees and mountain
peaks, rivers and hotsprings. This has intimately linked our way of life with the existing
nature making significant impact upon our lifestyle and also our livelihood pattern.

And in the midst of scientific community and nature lovers, I would like to inform
that we formulated many new and innovative conservation measures since the early
1990s. Many of them were hard decisions, politically unpleasant decisions tantamount to
unsettling the business-as-usual mindset of some section of people. Facing upfront all
the perceived risks, the State Government has successfully adopted many conservation
measures including blanket bans, Mass Afforestation drive, Smriti Bans concept, Green
Mission as long-term strategy for the conservation of biological diversity.

As part of the policy and green initiatives undertaken by the State Government, I
seek your permission to recount some of them hereunder

1. In 1995 banned green felling in forests.

2. By legislation banned the use of non-biodegradable materials like plastic,
poly-bags, Bio-medical/chemical waste in 1997.

3. In 1998 imposed ban on Grazing in reserved forest areas, plantation areas
and water sources areas.



4. In the year 1998 the State award “Rajya Van Samrakshan Evam Paryavaran
Puraskar” was constituted.

5. On 5th June 1999 launched “Smriti Van” program “A People’s Programme”
in all four districts at Panchayat/block/village level to bring people close to
nature and this programme has been taken up in all the Gram Panchayat
Units.

6. Introduced Compulsory Environment Education for schools in 2000

7. Ban smoking in public places & sale, consumption of Pan Parag and gutka
in 2001.

8. Abandoned and closed the Rathang Chhu Hydro Electric Project in West
and Firing Range “G” in North Sikkim.

9. To preserve the Heritage and fragile ecology, notified in 2001 sacred peaks,
caves, rocks, lakes, chhorten & hot springs and banned scaling of important
peaks including Mt. Khangchendzonga (8598m) for mountaineering
expeditons, etc.

10. Conservation of unique terrestrial & aquatic eco-system of wetlands/lakes
by prohibiting commercial activities.

11. A State Biodiversity Park at Tendong first of its kind was created in 2001.

12. To reduce dependence of villages on firewood and forest resource, Free
LPG connection for people below poverty line and economically weaker
section of society are being provided since 15th August 2002.

13. Sikkim ranked highest on India’s Green Protection Index (0.903) by the
protection of its natural resources as per Green Indicators 2004.

14. Sikkim Green Mission 2006 launched to Integrate people with Nature &
Invoke Mass Support for the cause.

15. Eco-Club, Green Funds created in a number of schools & colleges.

16. The State Government has decided that every family shall have FOUR
DUSTBINS for disposal of different kinds of waste materials.
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17. We have imposed ban on the use of Diclofenac, the chemical responsible
for death and slow extinction of Vultures from our landscape. By effectively
banning this anti-inflamatory drug, we are contributing towards arresting
death cases of the bird family and that of Vultures.

18. Ban on killing of Wildlife and aquatic animals has been imposed by the
Government.

19. Foundation Stone of Sidkeong Tulku Bird Park at Rabdentse laid during the
inauguration of Forest Centenary Celebration.

20. A unique programme named ‘Ten Minutes to Earth’ was launched in 2009.
More than 625000 seedling were planted in 10 minutes.

As early as 1998, the Centre for Science and Environment, New Delhi voted
Sikkim’s Chief Minister as the Greenest Chief Minister of India. And as early as 1995,
we declared the year 95-96 as “Harit Kranti” year and period 2000-2010 as ‘Harit
Kranti Dashak” for Green Sikkim forestry, with free distribution of seedlings and related
green incentives in the State. Respected participants, all these at a time, when urgency
on issue of nature conservation and issue like global warming was not adequately reflected
and addressed in world forums. That means, on our own, we played the catalyst in
terms of generating mass environmental awareness among our people duly recording
over two percent increase in forest cover on ground from 43.95 % in 1993-94 to 46.28
at present.

In our bid to augment per acre yield, we have exploited our land through use of
chemical fertilizer and pesticides. Therefore, to revert the whole process and win back
soil fertility, we have called upon our people to use organic manure in their fields which
will also fetch competitive price for their local produce. In fact, we have set a long-term
mission to make Sikkim chemical free and pesticide free and make it into a total organic
State by 2015.

My endeavour has been to promote a balanced growth in Sikkim by duly preserving
everything original in Nature and bringing in the best practices of modern development
instrument available in the world. This also means bringing in paradigm shift in people’s
mindset and way of life to harness the natural resources on sustainable manner and
diversity people’s profession into service sector.

In this connection, all our guests have seen how we seek to promote and harness
our Nature as sustainable source of livelihood for our people. Evidently, we are promoting



eco-friendly tourism duly linking it with our culture, tradition, faith and belief. As one of
the eighteen Biodiversity Hotspots, Sikkim offers wide range of opportunity to promote
eco-tourism together with related concepts like Village tourism, culture tourism, nature
tourism, homestay and as far as concept like Ekanth-bas deep into the forest!

I am confident that the deliberation of today addressing the conservation and
sustainable use will be a great success. I am sure that the Conference will go a long
way in shaping new direction to this important subject area and hope that the action plan
that will emerge will act as the guiding light for conservation and protection of
Rhododendron.

Flowers hold special place both in the Oriental philosophy and western mythology.
Many different species of flowers, according to their properties, have been associated
with a wide range of human emotions, condition, events and ideas. Flowers have always
been our treasured wealth and part of our living experience which grows in the wild,
blooms in the tree tops and adorns our landscape in careless abundance. Above all,
Rhododendron is our State Flower and this makes the whole feeling all the more intimate.
Flower, since time immemorial, has inspired philosophers, poets, lovers, politicians and
general admirers both for its physical beauty and aesthetic imagination. The poet John
Keats has famously sang and I quote:

 “A thing of beauty is a joy forever;

Its loveliness increases; it will never

Pass into Nothingness.”

While we take recourse in the immortal lines, I feel privileged to provide Natural
ambience in Sikkim to all our distinguished guests for their personal growth - and nurture
that joy forever as sublime thought that increases every passing day.

I extend my Best of Wishes to all the guests from the State, Country and abroad
for the success of this Conference to enrich the working experience in nature conservation
and forge a collective commitment to save the Mother earth from wherever we are,
whatever we do and whichever way we can.

Welcoming the distinguished guests to our place once again and wishing the
Conference a Grand Success.

Thank you all.

]  ]  ]
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World Tourism Day
Chintan Bhawan, Gangtok

September 27, 2010

Shri  K T Gyaltsen, Speaker Sikkim Legislative Assembly, my cabinet colleagues,
MLAs, Members of Parliament, Deputy Chairman State Planning Commission, Zilla
Adhyakshas and Up-Adhyakshas, Mayors and Deputy Mayors, Chairpersons and Vice-
Chairpersons, Chief Secretary, Director General Police, Addl. Chief Secretary, Principal
Secretaries, Secretaries, officials, stakeholders, Panchayats, Councilors, Senior citizens,
members of media fraternity and distinguished guests,

Nineteen tourism awards till date both at national and international forum, a sensitive
Government committed to promotion of responsible tourism and by all account the best
place to leverage sustainable economy through wide-ranging tourism activities – Sikkim
for all positive endowments is ready to take the big leap forward and establish itself as
a respectable destination in the world tourism arena. On this occasion of World Tourism
Day, I extend warm greetings to the people of Sikkim and also congratulate them for
their contribution all along, all these years. More so, Year 2010 is being observed as the
“Year of Tourism” in the State to re-position Sikkim firmly at the National and International
Level. Therefore, World Tourism Year 2010 is special to us for this reason and for
various other reasons.

Sikkim as a hilly State could be effectively developed at the backdrop of the unlimited
and unparallel natural beauty and potential of the State which has immense tourism
prospects. We are already on a Mission mode to promote Sikkim into an eco-tourism
destination.

Tourism is one of the fastest growing industries in the world. The dynamic growth
of this industry is evident from the fact that globally tourism accounts for more than 11%



of the global GDP and 8% of the world trade employment. Nature has bestowed Sikkim
with unique beauty, splendour with its lush green and undisturbed valleys, five climatic
zones, peace, total sanitation, environment friendly, hospitable and ever-smiling people
and a rich cultural heritage –which is unparallel and would be wholly harnessed for the
benefit of the Sikkimese people.

My Government has taken all steps in this direction keeping the State pollution
free, green and peaceful. Some of important actions taken are: development of tourism
infrastructure across the State, promotion of Nature and pilgrimage tourism, systematic
solid-waste management, total sanitation, ban on the use of plastics and non-biodegradable
materials, launch of green mission programme, ban on green felling, protection of wildlife,
implementation of the concept of Eco-cities and Eco-villages establishment, State
Commission on Climate Change, conservation of rich culture, ethnic traditions and unique
heritage of the State and in maintaining highest degree of safety and security.

Tourism promotes national integration and international understanding and gives
support to local handicrafts and cultural activities. Domestic tourism plays a vital role in
achieving the national objectives of promoting social and cultural cohesion and national
integration. Its contribution towards employment generation is very high. With the increase
in income levels and emergence of empowered middle class people, the potential for
domestic tourism has grown substantially during the last few years.

We have spelt out mission statements over decade to make tourism the 21st century
profession of the people of Sikkim. Each & every household & individual is programmed
to become a Skilled Force for taking up tourism industry. We are committed to uphold
our tract record of maintaining and promoting Peace & Tranquility, Culture, Tradition,
Customs, Art, Natural resources & Environment through tourism and enhancement  of
quality of life and happiness Index through Tourism. The Minimum Growth Graph (MGG)
for future increase proposed is 11-17 % annually with more quality tourists.

The State is naturally blessed for development of all sorts of destinations and
circuits required for the tourists and some of the impressive varieties of Tourism Products
are:

• Nature & Trekking Tourism

• Eco-tourism & Wilderness Tourism

• Village/Rural & Home stay Tourism

• Adventure Tourism
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• Wellness Tourism:  Meditation, Yoga, Spa & Herbal medicine etc

• Pilgrimage & Buddhist Tourism

• Culture & Heritage Tourism

• Conference Tourism

• Tea Tourism

• Snow Travel and Hydro Tourism

• Flori-Tourism

• Geo-Tourism (fossil study)

• Fairs-Festivals Tourism

• Wedding/Honeymoon Tourism

• Peace /Health Rejuvenation  Tourism

• Heli Tourism

• Monsoon Tourism

• Cave Tourism

• Akant Vas & Agyat Van Vas

• Developments of lakes and wetlands

• Wayside Amenities- at every 10 Kms distance

• Arts Crafts and Souvenir

We have worked out a comprehensive action plan to develop tourism showcasing
all aspects of our socio-cultural and geographical features. Sikkim has unique cultural
heritage which need to be projected as a tourism product. The stake holders in these
areas will be promoted in well planned manner with well defined and professional events/
programme so that tourists especially come to get the feel of our cultural heritage.

For special interests tourists, important river side’s of Teesta, Rangeet and others
will be developed in well managed forms for water sports, camping sites, Hydro tourism
and many more new concepts. Hot spring site would be developed and promoted with
due care to environment of the area. River Front development have been planned at
select locations by developing embankments, parks, walkways, food & shopping courts
and open air theatres. The State is well poised to promote Sikkim offering wide variety
of traditional cuisine to the outside world which has unmatched world market. The State



Government is planning to establish a “Sikkim Culinary Institute” (SCI) that will research
and document ancient culinary traditions; create a highly skilled workforce of culinary
professionals that can serve not only in hotels and catering establishments in India but
also serving internationally to promote Sikkim internationally.

Village Tourism & Home Stay has a huge potential in Sikkim as all the villages are
being well developed. The Village Development Action Plan has been prepared and
recently tabled by Prof. Dafflon and his team to the State Government. Among others,
this provides for development of basic amenities in all the villages with sustainable
management system in place.  The momentum has already picked up and is being given
the right motivation and direction.

Forest & Wildlife Tourism is an integral part of eco-tourism. Sikkim has the highest
network of National Park, Wildlife Sanctuaries and Biosphere Reserve and the unique
Forest areas that perhaps are not fully explored to its full potential for Eco-tourism
development. The quality of tourist’s facilities available will be enhanced, improved with
modern visitor information, interpretation centers, safety & security, guides and the
entry will be regulated by charging entry charges/fees.

Bio-diversity Tourism

Sikkim is one of the Biodiversity hotpots in the world and hence, it offers thrill and
potential for researcher, educationists, students and nature lovers’ types of tourists both
domestic and international. Since, this is our rich wealth; it has to be well regulated with
compulsory guide/interpreters with each group and well watched entry and outlets to
check the bio piracy.

Unique Adventure

As the Himalayan State the entire landscape is suitable for Adventure activities
and has an immense potential for adventure tourism related activities. Some of the
important adventure activities being promoted in the State are:  Trekking, Mountain
climbing and Mountaineering,  Rock climbing, River crossing, Paragliding, Bungee
Jumping, White water rafting, Angling and many types of traditional adventures.
Trekking and Mountaineering are by far the most vibrant and visible adventure
tourism activities in Sikkim and have much wider marketing prospects along with
other adventure activities.
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Domestic Tourism

This class mostly prefers recreational pursuits and leisure and its growth is very
high. And hence more spot in urban & nearby areas are being developed and nearby
villages of urban areas are being promoted as home Stay to provide this class a unique
experience and other products of tourism. Weekend /day tourism is also being promoted
for quick weekend retreats, picnic and cultural shows etc.

Sikkim as a Conference Capital

For this product of tourism, Sikkim has very wide potential for many obvious reasons
specially climate & landscape, peace and harmonious living condition. The suitable venues
along with all the facilities, transport, and communication are being developed.

Eco-Tourism

In Sikkim over 82% of the geographical area is under forest land use and more
than 42.55 % area is under Protected Area Network i.e. under Wildlife and Biosphere
Reserve. The entire state is Eco-Green- Pollution Free. The Ministry of Tourism,
Government of India, in its national conference held at Gangtok on 6th December 2009
has declared Sikkim as “Eco-Tourism Destination”.  Sikkim is the most eco-friendly
State not only in the country but also in the world and is managing its natural resources
in most efficient and sustainable manner.

Wellness Tourism

This has to be developed and promoted as Sikkim’s most unique tourism product.
The State being peaceful, environmental friendly, rich in medicinal plants, it will provide
the most healthy atmosphere for holistic healing and rejuvenation of the people in all
aspects - physical, mental, emotional and spiritual.

Organic Tourism

Sikkim has already been declared as Organic State. This will promote the wellness
tourism along with traditional cuisines. This decision has been arrived at with the objective
to achieve an economically and environmentally sustainable production system of our all
native products. This would be certainly our unique and big market at global level as the
entire society is looking for such organic products.



Unique Lodging Products

A variety of accommodation having different taste & feelings such as Akant Vas
& Agyat Van Vas, River side, Hill top, Home Stay, Pilgrimage huts, high class camping
etc. which have Unique Selling Propositions (USPs) are being created in the State
through Government and through PPP mode.

Shopper’s Paradise

The shopping is recognized as an integral part of the tourism experience and a
most valuable contributor to employment, income and revenue. The development of
dedicated shopping centers for traditional crafts, costumes, jewelry etc. designed on the
lines of ethnic village haat, craft village have been planned to be developed and encouraged
with incentives from the Government an the initial stage. Construction of Rural Marketing
Centres across the villages is one such facilities created in the State.

Arts Crafts and Souvenir

Arts, crafts and souvenir are the integrated part of tourism industry and it has to be
developed and promoted on a top priority for generation of employment and income. It
may be developed by Government undertakings and private sectors. Along with it, the
standardized packaging also needs to be taken up to promote value addition aspect to
the whole range of local products.

Fairs and Festival

Sikkim is a land of fairs and festivals. In last one decade, its promotional aspect
has been very encouraging.   Now, there is need to make them more attractive, targeting
the tourists on well defined theme and spread over all the seasons. Their time and dates
will be fixed, organized in more professional manner and will be given wide publicity.

Pilgrimage Tourism

Pilgrimage tourism has witnessed a growth of 20-25 % in the year 2008 in India
and has very bright future in Sikkim as a major chunk of domestic tourists is pilgrims.
Buddhists circuit is coming up very well with Guru Padamasambhava Statue, Buddha
Park, Chen-Regi Statue and a high network of world famous monasteries. New and
unique destinations like Chardham  at Solophok, Siddhi Sai Mandir at Assangthang and
many other pilgrimage places, sacred lakes, sacred rocks & caves etc. offer a wide
range of pilgrimage experience in Sikkim.
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Premium Tourists Destinations

This is a new area of tourism product and the clean, fresh, peaceful, unpolluted &
invigorating environment offer Premium Tourists destination for Sikkim, a preferred
destination to relax and unwind. Under this, it is to propose that undiscovered spots/
areas that are worth to visit for quiet holidays spent amidst the splendour of nature away
from the crowds will be developed and promoted in its natural form.

Tourism Services and Human Resources Development

In the area of tourism services, the private sector will be expected to play a key
role in running the businesses of travel and tour operators, hospitality, guides, transport
services, consultancy, event management, educational institutions and many more. Being
a highly competitive industry, these services should be of high standard and to ensure
hassle free services to the tourists, they have to be regulated properly. The demand for
manpower in the tourism sector has been exceeding the supply. The tourism industry
needs professional qualified and trained personnel at all levels whether managerial,
supervisory and supportive staff to manage and maintain the facilities and services of
international standard.

Involvement of Gram Panchayatas & Municipalities

Local bodies will have to play increasingly larger and crucial role in planning,
development, implementation and management of tourism products in their areas as
they are directly implementing many programmes for the development of their areas.

Hygiene-Solid-Waste Management

The State Government has already taken up action on this front and more concrete
actions have been planned. Total Sanitary atmosphere is the goal of the Government by
ensuring healthy sanitary conditions and safe drinking water for the entire State, not for
tourist destinations alone. Effective management and supervision in this regard will be
provided by local offices of Government with the help and involvement of NGOs, Tourism
Development Committees, Stakeholders, Hotels, Industries and citizens/tourists as well.

Heli Tourism

At present there are about 11 nos. of helipads/heliports and many more are coming
up in near future. The twin engine heli-service has been approved by the Government of



India and the State Government. The promotion of the Heli service Tourism in remote
areas, Heli Rural Darshan, Heli-Adventure, Fairs & Festivals etc. have commenced.

Development and Beautification of Urban Areas

Remodeling of MG Marg, Gangtok and Namchi Bazar has already been done
and it is being followed in other Bazars & towns of Sikkim. Mall roads, branded
shopping streets and malls in all the urban towns have been planned and are under
implementation.

Tourist Police

The State Government has already decided to create and establish multipurpose
special Tourism Police/Security mechanism which can provide information and attend
to other issues like security, safety, courtesy, guidance and hospitality. They will be
provided with special uniform and will assist the tourists. They will be specially selected
and trained for managing various tourist destinations. They will be provided necessary
equipments for communication and transport. Adequate facilities will be developed to
provide high level rescue system for adventure sports and other tourism related activities.

Complaints, Grievance and Suggestions

Tourists some time face harassment from taxi drivers, hotel owners, shopkeepers,
vendors and others during their visit to various destinations. In order to strengthen and
ensure confidence in system, the Government has established a strong complaint,
grievance and suggestion cell within the Tourism Department. It will further be
strengthened with the help of efficient-linkage between Departments and service
providers. Immediate redressal of problem will be taken up, with on-line approach.

Private Sector Investment & Single window clearances

The private investment in infrastructure development and service sectors are not
only being welcomed but also facilitated. The priority areas will be: setting up of hill
station, spas, resort, luxury & budget accommodations, Heli services,  tourists centres,
multiplexes, parking areas, wayside amenities, entertainment centres, amusement parks,
ropeways, golf course, skiing, adventure sports, skywalk, Tourism related Institutions,
transport, wellness tourism,  hospitality & services, Information System and other feasible
activities  as may be decided by the Government from time to time. The government has
created a single window clearance system with simplified procedure.
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Legal Support and Effective Regulations

Appropriate legislation and rules have been formulated & enforced so that the
entire tourism industry is properly regulated to have the better managed infrastructures
and services in place. There should be regular inspection and checking of all tourism
related business such as Hotels, Travel & Tour operators, Establishments Government
or Private.

Creation and Management of World Class Infrastructure

Infrastructure is first foundation of any industry and in case of tourism, it is not
only the infrastructure but also the quality and services are the essence of tourism. The
State has already adopted the policy of integrated development to strengthen and provide
the international standard infrastructure for tourism sector. The action needs better
cooperation and coordination from the Tourism Department and will take pro-active
measures. The well maintained road network is very vital for the tourism as in case of
Sikkim most of the tourists destinations, sites, points entirely depends upon roads only.
At present Sikkim is not connected by direct rail network. Recently in November 2009,
the foundation stone for railway line up to Rangpo was laid down and target is to complete
by 2015 and  in the next phase, it may be up to Gangtok and then to Nathula. The Sikkim
(Pakyong) Airport shall be completed as per schedule by early 2012 and process for
having flights from desired places shall be started and all formalities should be completed
by the time the airport becomes operational.

Accommodation

This is the most important priority area. Special efforts have already been initiated
to develop and upgrade tourism accommodation in uniform manner at all tourist
destinations keeping in view the requirement and spending capacity of different categories
of tourists. Apart from the State Government, Hotels,  private guest houses, Lodges and
Village tourism/ Home stay have been planned and being implemented. Along with the
old establishments, all new hotels and other accommodation/establishments will have
the architecture which blends with the local environment.

Modern Wayside Amenities

To make road journeys more pleasant, safe & secure, composite highway stop-
over or way side facilities will be developed along all highways. The State Government
has already decided to create and establish modern wayside amenities/ washrooms/
motels at a distance of 10 km on the road side of each road. 63 locations have already



been identified and approved. Acquisition of land of about 2 acres at each location is
being identified and other process started accordingly. It will have all the modern amenities,
restaurant, souvenir shop, information counter, public conveniences, park,  lounge with
all facilities, facilities for differentially able, retiring rooms, police control room,  vehicle
repairing centre, local handicrafts/ costumes/ jewelry shop and local food shops etc.

Creating Sikkim Tourism Brand Position

In the national and international market, Sikkim requires a positioning Statement
that captures the true essence of the State and its image which will become its “BRAND”
for tourism industry. Brand Name emanates out of USPs (Unique Selling Points).
Suggestions to create brand name (Brand Name Contest) have been invited from Citizens,
Intellectuals, Media/ Press, Students, Employees from within the State and outside the
state.  This is under process and would be decided at the earliest.

Governance is a major challenge often central to engaging all the stakeholders to
achieve change and has overall responsibility to bring together the efforts of destination
stakeholders through dialogue in multi-stakeholder forums to establish responsible
destinations rather than pockets of responsibility in destinations. “Joined-up government”,
a “whole of government approach”, are expressions used in different societies to make
the point that the management of tourism cannot be achieved by the tourism department
working alone.

Sikkim through decades of very conscientious planning and long term vision is
moving ahead in different sectors. The challenge before us is how best we can promote
eco-tourism as the new profession for the new generation of Sikkimese people. Besides,
meeting the immediate purpose of employment generation, creation of long-term
infrastructure to promote tourism shall invariably strengthen local economy for the next
100 years. In this great mission of ours, I call upon all the people and especially educated
youth to readily embrace this new profession duly diversifying the economic activities in
the State. On this World Tourism Day, I would like to re-assert our essential principle to
promote nature-based activities with full proof security to environmental sanctity and
our ecological balance.

I once again send my greetings to my fellow citizens and thank all of you present
today for your patient hearing.

Thank you.

]  ]  ]
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Inauguration of Kanchendzonga Tourist Villa
by Her Excellency, the President of India,

Smt. Pratibha Devisingh Patil

Ranka, East Sikkim
April 15, 2010

Most respected Madam Pratibha Devisingh Patil-ji, President of India, most respected
Shri MK Narayanan-ji, Governor of Sikkim, distinguished guests and friends,

Madam Patil ji will be happy to know that ever since the formation of our
Government in 1994, we have continuously earmarked 70 percent of state plan fund for
development of our villages aimed to ensure rural-urban equity in terms of development
spread and creation of other public facilities. Most respected Madam President, as you
inaugurated this Tourist Villa and the Socio-Cultural Centre today, you have unveiled
one of our many unique projects which is an example of offering vistas of wide ranging
opportunities to our people.

It is a matter of pride to put in record that our people have successively voted us
with increasing mandate since 1994. In the fourth consecutive term, the people reposed
full faith and confidence on us by giving 100 percent mandate. We have created a new
political history in Sikkim which reflects on the good works and services rendered by us
in the interest of the people.

We have endeavoured to utilize our natural strength and beauty by successfully
promoting the pattern of eco-friendly development model thereby transform our locational
disadvantage into a potential resource base for overall development of the State.

Our dream is to make service sector in Sikkim as the new profession of the new
generation. Therefore, Eco-tourism is our priority linking it with our culture, tradition,



326   Sikkim: Enabling Qualitative Development

food habit, lifestyle, people’s faith and belief. Tourist footfall over the decades has
remained very encouraging and every year the number is increasing. Every second
person that one meets in the State is a tourist! We also adopted the policy to harness our
water resources to make it productive and contribute to the overall hydro-power
generating capacity of the Country.

The State Government has established Institute of Capacity Building to enhance
people’s skills and proficiencies in different service sectors. We have also established
one Livelihood School in each Constituency imparting training in different trades to our
youths. Our larger goal is to make 100 percent of our citizens as highly skilled workforce
by 2015 with world class knowledge, capacity and confidence. We want to see them
gainfully engaged and our local people should be able to meet the created demands
locally in any regular employment.

We have taken some landmark initiatives to further develop Sikkim. They are both
bold and imaginative, both rustic and innovative that seeks to blend the primitive with the
modern.

1. Greenfield Airport at Pakyong is under construction and shall be operational
by 2011;

2. Work on the Railway line from Sevoke to Rangpo in Sikkim has already
begun to be completed by 2015;

3. Double laning of existing 31A National Highway and construction of an
alternate National Highway has been taken up;

4. We have Installed 135 feet tall statue of Guru Padmasambhava;

5. Construction of Char-Dham is on full swing. This will be a rare feat of its
kind to promote pilgrimage tourism by locating all char dhaams of India at
one place;

6. Construction of Skywalk at Bhalleydhunga at an altitude of 10,300 feet;

7. Construction of Chen-Regiz Statue, construction of Buddha Park with
installation of 148 feet tall statue of Lord Buddha believed to be the tallest in
the world and construction of Hillary Tenzing Memorial Park;



8. Development of other major Tourism projects such as Banjhakari falls,
Remodeling of MG Marg, Gangtok and Namchi Bazar followed by other
Bazars & towns of Sikkim by 2015.

Madam President,

Although located in the sensitive border area, Sikkim today is the most peaceful
State in the Country like oasis of peace. Our State is shining example not only in the
North East but in the entire Country. This condition must always prevail by duly giving
justice to the hopes and aspirations of all the people living in the Sikkimese society. In
this context, I would like to request for Madam President’s blessings to fulfill some of
our pending political demands including (a) granting of ST Seats to Limboo and Tamang
communities; (b) recognizing all the Sikkim Subject Certificate holders and their
descendents as Scheduled Tribes; (c) increase the total number of seats in the State
Legislative Assembly to 40 seats; (d) inclusion of Bhutia, Lepcha and Limboo languages
in the 8th Schedule of the Constitution; (e) granting of Central Income Tax exemption to
the left-out communities who are in different walks of life. I have already submitted a
Memorandum to you Madam regarding these demands.

My Government has successfully brought about emotional integration of the
Sikkimese people with the Indian mainstream. This is one of our greatest contributions
made towards national unity and integrity. Madam President, with your visit and in your
kind presence, we are doubly assured of our glorious place in the national consciousness.

In Sikkim, we are moving ahead with ambitious targets to be achieved by 2015 in
terms of providing quality physical and social infrastructure, quality health, education
and making Sikkim poverty free, illiteracy free, slum free, kucha house free, organic
State with highest per capita income. Your Excellency, we shall look forward to your
continued blessing to all our endeavours to fulfill our dreams within the time frame that
we have set.

Madam President, I would like to thank you immensely for your visit to our State
and look forward to your kind blessings in the days to come.

Thank you.

Jai Hind.

]  ]  ]
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Inaugural Function of AROGYA
Guards Ground, Tathangchen, Gangtok

March 12, 2010

Hon’ble Speaker, Sikkim Legislative Assembly, Hon’ble Minister of Health &
Family Welfare and other State Ministers, MLAs, Chairmen, Chairpersons, respected
Shri D.D. Sharma, Director Department of AYUSH, distinguished guests, esteemed
members of Media fraternity, ladies and gentlemen,

It is great privilege for us to witness and partake in this AROGYA event based on
a Comprehensive Health Care on Ayurveda, Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and
Homoepathy. And I am delighted to see that the Department of AYUSH, Government
of India decided to hold this health fair in Sikkim which has always been the hub of
traditional medicinal practices based on Nature’s power to cure and based on different
animistic tradition practiced since time immemorial. Therefore, holding of this fair will
further consolidate our age-old tradition to seek answer to our many health problems
from our own surrounding, our life style and the rich bounty of Nature available in the
State.

You are aware that Sikkim is the land of biodiversity and the repository of faiths
and medicinal practices. With a population of over 6 lakhs, Sikkim accounts for 0.05
percent of the total population of India and only 0.22 percent of total area. With 89
percent rural population, Sikkim is virtually a rural State. There are about 424 medicinal
plants and nearly 200 herbal experts and healers are available in Sikkim.

Sikkim is the land of faith healers. You name a disease and there is a medicine
locally developed, based on local resources with a strong spiritual element. There are a
large number of traditional healers like dhami, jhankri, phedangma, bonbo, pow,
nejum and bungthing in Sikkim. In some cases, these faith healers are very effective



as they have practical knowledge of the disease and have also experience using
indigenous medicine. However, as the literacy rate improved and awareness of other
options grew through modern mass media, allopathic treatment started getting increasingly
accepted by the villagers.

Side by side, the Sikkimese people have continued to practice traditional healing
methods across the State as rich legacy. Recently, the State Medicinal Plant Board has
identified 46 folk healers in four districts of Sikkim and Ayurveda Regional Research
Institute, Tadong has identified 24 folk healers in Sikkim. We have ten medicinal herbal
gardens in different parts of our State and promoting cultivation of medicinal plants. The
State Government is promoting AYUSH system of medicine and we planned a full
phase AYUSH wing in the new  multi-specialty hospital.

With increase in life-style related disorder, there is a world-wide resurgence of
interest in holistic system of health care, particularly with respect to the prevention and
management of chronic, life style related, non communicable and systemic diseases. It
is increasingly appreciated that all forms of health care system can collectively provide
maximum security to our health requirement.

Evidently, there is a need for a new inclusive and integrated health care regime
that should guide health policies and programme in future. India has an advantage in this
global resurgence of interest in holistic therapies as it has a rich heritage of indigenous
medical knowledge coupled with strong infrastructure and skilled manpower in modern
medicine. Medical pluralism is here to stay and the AYUSH sector has a critical role to
play in the new and emerging situation.

We are fortunate that throughout history, great scientists realizing the limitation of
modern medicine understood the holistic nature of traditional medicine and undertook
extensive studies of the ancient texts and attempted to validate the knowledge with tools
used by modern science. With the global resurgence of interest in traditional medicine
our responsibility is doubled. On the one had we have to establish scientific evidence for
these system and on the other hand it is necessary to cash in on the opportunity provided
by a rekindled interest in traditional medicine to establish the primacy of these system
which are already validated by centuries of practice.

Sikkim as the State lying in the Himalayan belt offers immense potential to promote
alternative medicine based on its natural resources. The medicinal use of the famed
Yarcha Gompu is well established and the State Government has been working hard to
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conserve and promote the use of all medicinal plants kingdom found in the State. I am
confident that the active participation of our people in Sikkim along with scientists, research
institutions, physicians, industries, traders and AYUSH experts from different parts of
the country will make this AROGYA a grand success. Let me congratulate the Department
of AYUSH, Government of India and other Ayurveda Research Institutes in the Country
and the State Department for holding this health fair.

Thank you.

Jai Hind.

]  ]  ]
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Inauguration of Seminar on “Gender Justice and
Empowerment of Women”

Chintan Bhawan, Gangtok
April 16, 2010.

Most respected Smt.Pratibha Devisingh Patilji, President of India, Most Respected
Shri M.K.Narayananji, Governor of Sikkim, Most Respected Shri Justice Barin Ghoshji,
Chief Justice, High Court of Sikkim, Most Respected Shri Justice S.P.Wangdiji,
distinguished guests, participants and friends,

I am delighted to speak on the theme of “Gender Justice and Empowerment of
Women with special reference to Sikkim” which is not only very close to our heart in our
development strategy but it has symbolized the synchronization of the functions of the
Hon’ble High Court of Sikkim and the State Government also.

It is with utmost humility I am to state that ever since my Government received the
mandate from the people of Sikkim in 1994, we have consistently moved with the firm
belief on the following three principles as the basis of our development strategy for
securing human well being and happiness:-

  (i) Observance of democratic principles.

  (ii) Rule of law as the bedrock.

 (iii) Social Justice.

Our women folk constitute half of the human resources capital of the State with
their male counterparts constituting the remaining half. To secure over all well being and
happiness it is essential that empowerment of our women should be at the same level
with their male counterparts, if not more. Then only over-all development of the State
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would be complete in all respects. We cannot, therefore, forget this huge human resource
potential of women. To relegate this potential to their routine social functions is not
desirable at all. As stated earlier our all efforts in the Government have been directed to
secure their full empowerment within a reasonable time frame. We have set the target
of achieving a poverty free State by 2015.

Madam President, working in these directions we launched Prerna Scheme
exclusively for girl students who excel in study and secure top first three positions in
each sub-division for generating competitive spirit among them. This scholarship is given
over and above free tuition fees, uniforms including shoes, text books, mid day meal, rain
coats and School bags.

Madam President, you will be happy to know that my Government has launched
yet another unique scheme under the Chief Minister’s Universal Financial inclusion
programme to cover all the married rural women in the State for providing them economic
independence. With issue of one Smart Card to one married woman and with an initial
deposit of Rs.1000/- for one mother at her credit the scheme takes off providing her
access to Banking. Besides, this scheme would provide insurance cover against accident,
property losses covering five members of the family. My Government is the first ever
State to have implemented this scheme for the benefit of our married women.

Madam President, you had conferred us the first Nirmal Rajya Puraskar in 2008.
Now this Universal Financial Inclusion for our married women being implemented in the
State is the next milestone.

We have empowered our Sikkimese women by enacting Sikkim Succession Bill to
provide inheritance to ancestral movable and immovable properties equally with their
male brothers in the family. In addition a married woman in case is deserted by her
husband acquires inheritance of the husband’s property who deserted her and the
inheritance of property of her parents on equal footing as well. This is a double benefit
to her. This incentive is not available anywhere else in the country.

Another unique scheme devised by my Government does not exist in any other
State in the country under which a girl child on attaining the age of 13 years receives a
grant of Rs.8000/- which is deposited in her name in the Bank. After her passing class
X and continuing to study, the girl child receives a further bonus of Rs.2,000/- provided
she remains unmarried. She receives additional bonus after passing class XII and on her
finally attaining the age of 23 years she gets a marriage bonus of Rs.1,000/- in the event



of her marriage. At the age of 50 years she gets the entire deposited amount with
interest provided she has only two children and in case she has more than two children
the bonus is proportionately reduced. This scheme was conceived to encourage our girl
children to study and have small family.

Our Daily wage workers are also allowed maternity leave of two months. Even
any woman delivering a child is given a maternity allowance of Rs.1200/- at each delivery
irrespective of her being a Government servant or a daily wage worker or neither.

Furthermore, it gives me deep satisfaction to revisit some of the historical decisions
taken by my Government in the past for our women:-

1. First Speaker of Sikkim Legislative Assembly which is in fact first in the
entire country.

2. Mother’s name made mandatory in all official documents.

3. Provided 30% reservation in Government employment to women.

4. Provided 40% reservation under Panchayati Raj Institutions including
Municipal bodies for women.

5. State Commission for women constituted as a statutory body for the rights
of women.

6. Women MLAs appointed as first Cabinet Ministers.

7. Interest free loan for three years provided to educated unemployed women
for self employment.

8. Launched Mukhya Mantri Antodaya Pushtahar Yojana to tackle malnutrition
of children and mothers in the State.

9. Enacted protection of women from domestic violence Act.

10. Established Family Courts for settling family disputes.

Through various legislations and policy measures, our Government has tried to
ensure adequate development share for women at par with their male counterpart. For
example, all Government benefits distributed to the households are advanced in the
name of the mother of the family. Other measures include distribution of free LPG
connections to the poor household, grant of maternity allowance for women living below
poverty line, etc.
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Today our women are in the forefront of every socio-political activities marching
side by side with their men folk. Sikkim State is a happy exception to the menace of
female foeticide, infanticide and dowry. Undoubtedly, our women are best place in our
society if we look at the overall scenario in the Country.

We are thankful to the Central Government which has been fully supportive of all
our programs and also solicit continued support in the future.

We are also thankful to the Hon’ble High Court for having organized the Golden
Jubilee so well and so successfully.

Madam, we are very proud and feel blessed in your benign presence here which
encourages us in our solemn resolve to see our women free from any shackles – be it
social, economic or political so that they live with dignity, self esteem and freedom. I
assure you Madam of our highest regards and our commitment to our Sikkimese Mothers.

I also take this opportunity to profusely thank Madam President for this visit and
your blessing this time. My Government and the people of Sikkim wish Madam President
happiness and our good wishes for your well being.

Thank you.

Jai Hind.

]  ]  ]
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Inauguration of Sikkim High Court Auditorium
Gangtok

June 15, 2011

Respected Mr Justice P.D.Dinakaran Saheb, Hon’ble Chief Justice of High Court
of Sikkim, respected Mr. Justice S.P.Wangdi Saheb, Hon’ble Judge, High Court of Sikkim,
Members of the Sikkim Superior Judicial Service, Members of Sikkim Judicial Service,
Members of Sikkim State Legal Services Authority, Officers and staff of the Sikkim
High Court, President, Bar Association of Sikkim and Members of the esteemed legal
fraternity, ladies and gentlemen.

At the outset, I would like to thank all of you for providing me this opportunity and
honour to inaugurate the Sikkim High Court Auditorium which inter alia would further
promote the cause of peace, tranquility and communal harmony in Sikkim.

Sikkim, by general consensus, is the most peaceful State in the Country. Over the
decades, we have been able to provide the best example in terms of maintenance of law
and order, citizens’ security and social cohesiveness. Besides being surrounded by three
international borders, we have offered the best case of how people living in the border
State remain immune to all the fluid socio-political atmosphere prevailing across the
border.

Sikkim is the youngest member of the North Eastern Council dedicated towards
development of this isolated region connected with the mainland India only through the
chicken neck corridor. There still remains this general feeling of neglect among people
in the region. However, ever since our inclusion into the Council, we have been able to
fulfill the twin objectives of emotional integration of Sikkimese people with the
mainstream. And secondly, promote the atmosphere of peace and competitive
developmental scenario in the region.
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Through our own innovation, we have conceived range of development strategies
based on rich natural resources found in the State which is being replicated in many
other sister states. This way, we have been able to stabilize hill economy, making significant
improvement in all the socio-economic indices of the State and the region.

Rule of law is paramount in the functioning of State Government. In addition to all
the democratic dividends, we have devised special program for the deprived section of
the people, the poor and the vulnerable. This explains as to why we earmarked 70
percent budget for rural upliftment ever since 1994. This is important in the context of
keeping peace anywhere in the world. When there is justice rendered and development
happened for all sections of people, peace is the obvious by-product.

All the democratic institutions like the Executive, Judiciary, Legislative and the
Fourth Estate are meant to serve the larger interest of the people and the Nation at
large. We are all servants to give service to the people and Nation. All these institutions
should be utilized for common good and not misused for some sectarian purpose or
individual interest. All of us should be responsible including the Indian citizens so that the
various provisions available could be properly used for greater well being as part of the
democratic dividend.  However, it pains me to recount how in many cases, the democratic
provisions are being misused by some vested interest groups. Like for example, in majority
of cases, misusing the provision, information under RTI is being sought by vested parties
without any real interest to secure any genuine information for any genuine purpose.

When there is good thing happening in the society and the nation, there are multi-
dimensional factors acting upon one another to bring about desired socio-economic
changes. Collectively all of us must work together and what we gain out of this collective
endeavour is the democratic dividend. However, in the contrary, when we fail to act
responsibly or any of the democratic organs cares less to act its part fully, we have to
collectively suffer democratic deficit to de-stabilize our homes, society, State and the
Nation. Therefore, all of us, wherever we are and in whatever role, must be responsible
and accountable to the larger interest of the society and the Nation.

Sikkim, through the active participation of the Hon’ble High Court, the State
Government and the peace-loving citizens, has always remained an oasis of peace,
oasis of development and an oasis of progress. I am thankful for the pro-active role
played by the Hon’ble High Court in ensuring justice and fairplay in the life of the
people.



With the inauguration of this new Auditorium, we have added one durable
infrastructure for the general use and happiness of all the Legal fraternity.  This Auditorium,
fully equipped with acoustic system, totally air conditioned with a Judges’ Lounge will
help our fellow friends celebrate life in the right ambience and the right spirit.

We are happy about the fact that the Hon’ble High Court of Sikkim has the unique
distinction for the speedy and quick disposal of cases in the entire country which itself is
an achievement. The other notable feature apart from the speedy and quick disposal of
the cases has been that the Members of the Bar are given full opportunity to express
their submissions in detail for consideration of the Hon’ble High Court. I am happy that
the Hon’ble High Court of Sikkim has been instrumental in over seeing smooth legal
redressal to all those seeking justice. The Hon’ble High Court has delivered quick justice
to one and all. I am thankful to the Hon’ble High Court for guiding the judicial system in
the State.

I am also happy to know that the aggressive movement of legal literacy and
awareness programmes embarked upon by the State Legal Services Authority throughout
the State, has greatly helped one and all sections of the society to become aware of their
rights by creating legal awareness amongst the people.

With the advancement of time and with all the modern means of development
instruments, there has been manifold increase in the people’s expectation, their hopes
and aspiration. Owing to the process of globalization and liberalization, the Sikkimese
society opened itself to outside influence brought about by IT revolution, Home theatre,
modern gadgets, mobile phones etc. This is, of course, inevitable in a world which is
known more as a global village.

Amidst all the changes, we are essentially the Sikkimese people bound by history,
ethnicity, socio-cultural richness and that civilizational legacy of mutual respect, harmony,
peace and tranquility.

Martin Luther King, once said

“Judicial decrees may not change the heart, but they can restrain the
heartless”

As we move ahead together with our shared value and our shared commitment,
we must continue to remain that agent and that force to not only restrain the heartless
but also change the heart of the heartless. During the last 17 years, I daresay, we have
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won the hearts of the heartless and change our society for the better through political
fair play, decency in public life and through granting of honourable space to one and all.
That means, we have fully honoured the conditions as envisaged under the democratic
form of government and the Hon’ble High Court has further added strength and support
to all of us in the smooth functioning of government in Sikkim.

We believe in the rule of law and as a democrat I always honour the sanctity of the
Honourable High Court. During the last 17 years, we have created many judicial
infrastructures both in the capital and in other districts. The sanctity of rule of law being
supreme in our mind, the requirements of the Hon’ble Judiciary have always been
uppermost in our mind for quick fulfillment as ultimately they are all meant for the
welfare of the common man. I assure you of my full cooperation in fulfilling all other
requirements to further strengthen the delivery system under the judicial services.

 As I record my sincere thanks to the Hon’ble Chief Justice Shri P.D.Dinakaran
Saheb, Hon’ble Justice Shri S.P.Wangdi Saheb and the entire High Court fraternity, I
also seek to congratulate the Hon’ble Chief Justice for providing social services throughout
the State apart from regular case disposal. I would also like to congratulate Sikkim State
Legal Services Authority for their informative film and also for their praiseworthy services
rendered to the common man of the State.

Thank you.

Jai Hind.

]  ]  ]
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The Queen’s Baton Relay
Paljor Stadium, Gangtok

July 16, 2010

His Excellency, respected Shri B.P. Singh ji, Governor of Sikkim, respected
representatives of Queen’s Baton Relay, national and internationally acclaimed
mountaineers and sportspersons from Sikkim, cabinet colleagues, MLAs, Member of
Parliament Lok Sabha, local gentry, Chief Secretary, Director General of Police, Principal
Secretaries, Secretaries, officials and participants,

On behalf of the people of Sikkim, I express immense happiness to be part of this
great tradition of the Commonwealth Games. During its long journey outside and within
India, the Queen’s Baton Relay entered Sikkim this morning. And, I daresay, it has
entered the most peaceful State, its natural ally in its commitment to fostering world
peace. This event in itself fosters fraternity among the commonwealth members. The
promotion of representative democracy and individual liberty, the pursuit of equality and
opposition to racism, to fight against poverty, ignorance and disease are also great values
that the Queen Baton Relay (QBR) represents and brings in its wake. Sikkim with its
natural endowments, peace and tranquillity readily espouse common and shared values
and objectives of the Commonwealth as enshrined in its institutional framework.

We welcome all our guests to our land, Sikkim which we claim as the rooftop of
India, housing the Mount Kanchenjunga which indeed is the guardian deity of the people
of Sikkim now extended to the people of India. Sikkim will charm the visitor with its law-
abiding citizens, their warmth and hospitality rooted deep within our tradition and culture.

India is greatly honoured and privileged to host this edition of Commonwealth
Games in October this year. As the multi-national and multi-sports events features
thousands of elite athletes from members of the Commonwealth of Nations,  amongst
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them many of Sikkim’s participating athletes will get great exposure to hone inherent
talent and skills groomed and tutored amidst the Himalayan splendour.

Sikkim has contributed its might offering to the country some great athletes in
various disciplines. Late Sonam Gyatso, the first Sikkimese to scale Mount Everest, late
Pem Dorjee Bhutia (more widely known as Neelu), Jaslall Pradhan, Bhaichung Bhutia,
Tarundeep Rai, Chungda Sherpa, Nirmal Chettri, Sanju Pradhan, Nirmal Dahal Special
Olympic Bharat Medal winner, mountaineers Phul Maya Tamang, Yangzee Sherpa and
others are some of the sporting names who brought laurel to the State. We have groomed
a host of other names from the State, who have excelled at the regional, national and
international arena in number of fields including mountaineering, sports, martial arts and
the like. During the last one and half decade, the Government of Sikkim has consistently
identified local talent and groomed them through a well thought through process. Local
talent find Footballer Uttam Rai who is just 15 is going to play for India under 16 in the
Tata Tea Arsenal Club. Similarly Nitin Rai is playing for the Staten Island Cricket Club
in New York.

I would like to quickly state some of our new and innovative measures to encourage
our youth in Sikkim.

• New and independent Sports and Youth Affairs Department created in the
State to promote sporting activities on a more organized manner;

• State Sports Policy for Sikkim framed and adopted;

• Construction of a number of Youth Hostels at the village level;

• “Talent Search Amongst Youth” project launched - to identify sporting talents
among young boys from across the State. The boys and girls so selected
are provided with schooling facilities together with state-of-art sporting
facilities;

• Palzor Stadium with all modern sporting facilities was formally inaugurated
on 3rd April 2005 by the then President of India, His Excellency Dr. APJ
Abdul Kalam. We have further committed a sum of Rs. 5 Crores for green
turfing Paljor Stadium with artificial grass. This will make Paljor Stadium an
all-weather and world class stadium;

• A new Sports Academy shall be established at the Paljor Stadium complex
which will be dedicated towards development of talents in various sporting
activities;



• Bhaichung Stadium in Namchi, Geyzing Stadium and Mangan Stadium are
under construction during this financial year. 17 Community Playgrounds
across the State are also progressing;

• We have also taken initiatives in the area of adventure sports particularly
with regard to river rafting, para-gliding, rock climbing etc. and the prospects
of introducing training in Skiing, hang-gliding and bungee jumping are also
very promising;

• An all-inclusive Khel Gaon i.e. Sports Village is being developed at Ranka
which is nearing completion;

• The State Government has made 2% reservation for artists and sportspersons
in government employment;

• We observed the year 2005 as Youth Revolutionary Year and 2006 as
Capacity Building Year to bring about a sense of inclusiveness amongst the
youth in the development of State;

• We have instituted State Award of Rs. 1 lakh in cash and a citation to
people with excellent track record in the promotion of literature, music,
drama, arts and sports. We have already honoured host of our sportspersons
and artiste including Captain Ramsingh Thakuri, Late Pem Dorji Bhutia,
Shri Jas Lal Pradhan, Late Tulsi Ram Sharma Kashyap, Shri Danny
Denzongpa, Shri Sonam Tshering Lepcha, Lharipa Ganden Lama, late
Benjamin Rai, Shri Baichung Bhutia and Shri Chungden Sherpa;

• The State Government has also introduced a new and unique set of incentives
to promising Sportspersons of the State by instituting Cash Awards in various
categories, as below:

Olympics- Rs 1 crore Gold Medal

Rs 50 lakh Silver Medal

Rs 25 lakh Bronze Medal

Commonwealth & Asian Games- Rs. 20 lakhs Gold Medal,

Rs. 10 lakhs Silver Medal

Rs. 5 lakhs Bronze Medal

The Queen’s Baton Relay   343



344   Sikkim: Enabling Qualitative Development

National games- Rs. 5 lakhs Gold Medal,

Rs. 3 lakhs Silver Medal

Rs. 2 lakhs. Bronze Medal

Junior National Championship- Rs. 50,000 Gold Medal
Rs. 30,000 Silver Medal
Rs. 20,000 Bronze Medal

The wealth of human resources in our young population in Sikkim is one that
matches the best available anywhere in the world. They are dynamic, creative and
highly imaginative. They constitute the upcoming generation of leaders who will need to
be fully equipped and groomed with qualities to be in a position to inherit the responsibilities
and duties of leadership in different fields. In this context, our endeavour has been to
cultivate skills and personalities in various fields among our youths.

The number of youth in the age group between 0-19 constitutes 46.66 percent of
Sikkim’s population as per the 2001 Census. The State Government is set to harness this
resource by facilitating several measures. Channelizing and developing skills, talent among
this target group in their spheres of interest is part of the way of ensuring the demographic
dividend for our State and Country.

The Skill Development Initiative we launched in 2002 has encouraged policy
intervention at the national level wherein the Central Government has launched the
National Skill Development Mission in the XIth Five Year Plan. The launching of the
Chief Minister’s Self-Employment Scheme in 2002, has been instrumental in carrying
forward the Skill Development Mission. Thousands of young boys and girls have been
covered for self-vocational ventures encompassing various agro-based activities, including
IT related, tourism connected activities.

As evident, thousands of Sikkimese youths are brimming with creative energy,
innovation and upward mobility. The holding of the Commonwealth Games in India will
only add to their zest and fervour in chasing their dream to excel in their chosen fields.

Dear friends, the Queen’s Baton (QBR), created in 1958, has travelled through
many civilizations; through the desert sands, through the refreshing mountain breeze and
across Continents. But the message it has carried ever since has remained the same -
that peace, humanity, democracy and equality must remain the order of the day – be it
yesterday, today or tomorrow. The Queen’s Baton that we held today has passed through



the hands of great achievers across land, air and sea in more than 70 nations. Before the
relay concludes its journey at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium on October 3, 2010, it
would have travelled an impressive 340 days covering a distance of more than 190,000
kilometers.

Tomorrow, we will pass the Baton to fellow citizens across border for its next leg
of the journey. When the Baton embarks thus, memories of its ride on the docile yak,
high in the Sikkim Himalaya, will be accompanied by the experience of mesmerising
peace. Thus, Sikkim would have passed on its message to the world of experiencing
happiness and peace; harmony in living with Nature; highlighting life’s true values of
forbearance, restraint and tolerance.

With these words I commend that the spirit of humanity, mutual respect and the
spirit of Sports triumph forever!

Thank you all.

Jai Hind.

]  ]  ]
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Village Development Action Plan
Presentation by Prof. Dafflon

Chintan Bhawan, Gangtok
September 14, 2010

Respected Professor Bernard Dafflon from the University of Fribourg in
Switzerland, Hon’ble Speaker, Sikkim Legislative Assembly, my cabinet colleagues and
MLAs, Member of Parliament, Deputy Chairman State Planning Commission, Zilla
Adhayakshas and Up-Adhayakshas, Mayor and Deputy Mayor, Chairman and Vice
Chairman, Chief Secretary, Additional Chief Secretary, Secretaries and senior officials
of the State Government, Presidents of the Gram Panchayat Units, Pachayat Members,
Councilors  from across the State, friends from media, distinguished guests, ladies and
gentlemen.

At the outset, I share extreme happiness with all of you to once again welcome
Professor Bernard Dafflon to Sikkim and thank him for his guiding principles for Rural
Renaissance based on our long-term goal of sustainable and scientific development of
rural Sikkim. He is our dear friend, philosopher and partner in our movement for rural
upliftment. Gandhiji prescribed going to the villages to see the ‘real’ India. In the same
way, we have sought to re-organize, re-furbish, further enrich and empower that ‘real’
Sikkim into a socially, culturally and economically sustainable compact State. In this
great mission of ours, Prof. Dafflon is our catalyst and the harbinger to herald a new
beginning into rural life and the grass root experience.

Essentially, the State entered into the planning process only towards late 1970s and
as a fledgling democratic State the concept of long-term planning into strategic
development was not considered very vital and the subsequent governments failed to
judge its seriousness that it required to be addressed. However, when the Sikkim



Democratic Front government was mandated to form government in December 1994,
we quickly settled to do a re-look into the must-do imperatives both in policy framing and
planning procedure.

For obvious reasons, our Government earmarked seventy percent of plan allocation
for village development which surprised many in those days who were only used to
regimented thought and action and not exposed to free thinking atmosphere. After sixteen
years, we have successfully addressed the basic necessities of life by granting full
access to social security, education, health, democratic rights, decent living, food and
shelter.

We have realized that the best way to achieve comprehensive development in the
State is to increasingly decentralize and devolve the functioning of the Government to
the people at the grassroot level. The idea is to give a sense of ownership, introduce
transparency and make the governance accountable. Today, Sikkim is in the forefront of
decentralization and devolution in the country. As per the spirit of 73rd Constitutional
Amendment Act, our grass root functionaries are fully institutionalized contributing towards
the development of the society and the State.

The State Government also held elections to the urban local bodies in accordance
with the 74th Constitutional Amendment Act. This process brought about due integration
of local urban administration under the ambit of constitutional requirement as required
under the democratic set up. That means now we also have a full set of people to work
towards the welfare of the community at large as well as in improving the overall civic
environment with assured basic amenities to the people. In fact, we have also effectively
introduced fiscal devolution both to the rural and urban bodies with strings of other fund
allocation including the provision for discretionary fund.

With the creation of the Block Administrative Centres, the process of decentralized
district planning for every micro unit of administration within the State has been brought
into operation. The bottoms-up approach to the planning process involving District level
officials and elected representatives of all Gram Panchayats and Zilla Panchayats has
now become a reality. A new Block Administrative Centre shall be established at Machong
Parakha where BDO and other functionaries have been already posted. New BACs in
Chumbung-Chakung and Chongrang in West Sikkim, Nandu Gaon Chisopani in South
and Martam in East Sikkim shall be established and we are opening State Bank of
Sikkim branch office at all the BACs across the State. Likewise, Community Centres,
Play Ground and Knowledge Centre shall be developed in each of these centres.
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A comprehensive and holistic planning and budgeting framework in the form of
“Village Development Action Plan” prepared by Professor Bernard Dafflon would be
used as road map for scientific development of villages under the eco-city State concept
and will further strengthen our decentralization and empowerment mission. Following
these guidelines, a pilot Village Development Action Plan for Aritar Gram Panchayat
Unit in East District has also been prepared. This is a diagnostic study which attacks at
the very heart of poverty and tries to find out the root cause and prescribe a solution as
well.  The State Government specifically chose Switzerland to frame the Model
considering the striking similarity between the two countries particularly in their
geographical terrain, very strong belief in decentralization and peaceful and hospitable
nature of the people.

What inspired us to prepare this indepth and comprehensive Action Plan has been
our long-drawn experience to address issue of equitable growth and distribution of
development reach to both urban and rural Sikkim and ensure balanced development of
the State. This will, as a result, lead to creation of equal opportunity and development
avenues for people living in both urban and rural areas. As part of overall outcome and
based on the Action Plan, we will be able to create long-term, national and world class
opportunities and public facilities at the grass root level at par with Gangtok town or
other modernized towns. This will further strengthen our commitment to sustainable
environment management and promotion of culture and tradition at equal pace and
dimension. Therefore, Village Development Action Plan is the end result of our cohesive,
logical and integrated visionary program.  I am confident that this Action Plan will
completely transform Sikkim into the eco-city State and emerge as a model for the
entire generations.

The learning that has taken place during the preparation of the Village Development
Action Plan involving the local community includes an assessment of current planning
and budgeting scenario and a plan for decentralized planning and budgeting. Also in-
house capability has been developed to prepare this plan. This has resulted in a better
understanding of poverty, its indicators, measurement and root causes specific to Sikkim
and the ways and means to prevent, reduce and eliminate poverty from the State

I am particularly pleased to note that the Village Development Action Plan for
comprehensive and holistic development of villages of Sikkim has been prepared at a
time when the conducive policy frame work, substantial funding for Panchayati Raj
Institution and elaborate institutional mechanism, both in terms of infrastructure and
man power are in place. From the current year, each Gram Panchayat Unit will be



receiving between Rs.70 to Rs.80 lakhs annually including grants from 13th Finance
Commission, 3rd State Finance Commission and funds under MG-NREGA, BRGF (i.e.
Backward Region Grant Fund) and National Rural Drinking Water Programme. This
financial assistance will be available to Panchayats exclusively to plan and implement
schemes within their domain for creating social and economic infrastructure, improving
civic amenities, conserving and developing natural resources and enhancing livelihood
opportunities.

As this distinguished gathering is aware, poverty alleviation is not merely limited
to enhancing income levels of the citizens, but is being assessed as a measure of
capabilities, opportunities, freedom and the assets of the households to have
sustainable livelihoods and access to other social security measures. The rural
development programmes of my Government are focused in adopting a multi-pronged
approach towards poverty alleviation through decentralized development planning
and local governance.

The State Government is implementing several programmes relating to wage
employment guarantee, self-employment, skill development and capacity building,
sanitation and drinking water, housing, rural health, education, rural connectivity, water,
tourism and natural resource conservation for inclusive growth of the people in rural
areas in general and disadvantaged sections of the society in particular. Seventy (70%)
percent of Plan fund of the State Government continues to be earmarked for the rural
areas. We are focusing on universalizing access to sustainable employment, infrastructure,
sanitation, connectivity, quality health, quality education and housing.

The insightful observation made by the Nobel Laureate of the famous Grameen
Bank in Bangladesh, Prof. Muhammad Yunus is very revealing. The Nobel Laureate
said “World’s income distribution gives a very telling story. Ninety-four percent of
the world income goes to 40 percent of the population while 60 percent of people
live on only 6 percent of world income. Half of the world population lives on two
dollars a day. Over one billion people live on less than a dollar a day. This is no
formula for peace”

However, if we compare Sikkim with other States and other Countries in the light
of the above observation, the people in Sikkim are far more secured living a more
comfortable life. It is due to consistent efforts and pro-poor policies and programmes of
our Government that the percentage of people living Below Poverty Line has come
down from 41 per cent in 1993-94 to 20 per cent in 2005 and less than 10 percent at
present.
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Therefore, our next target has been to further close the gap of urban-rural disparity,
complete eradication of poverty, diversify income generation measures and livelihood
options, access to quality education and quality health facilities and all-season connectivity.

Nelson Mandela says, “Like slavery and apartheid, poverty is not natural. It
is manmade, and can be overcome and eradicated by the actions of human beings.”
In order to eradicate poverty, my Government has launched several developmental and
welfare initiatives in the State with particular stress on eradication of rural poverty. This
has brought about a perceptible change in the lives of the people in the villages.

For long, I have felt and experienced that poverty is the root cause of all the
problems in the world. Without eradicating poverty, we can not achieve other development
goals. Therefore, I wish to reiterate that my government attaches the highest priority to
the successful implementation of the anti-poverty programmes and is committed to
realizing the mission of a “Poverty Free Sikkim” by 2015. We are making concerted
and coordinated efforts to improve the quality and delivery of public services to achieve
the objectives of deepening and widening of rural prosperity and well being. We are
committed to make rural Sikkim, not only poverty free, but also the backbone of inclusive
social and economic growth in which as Mother Teresa would say, we will effectively
address the greatest ‘poverty of being unwanted, unloved and uncared for’ with
utmost tenderness and love.

Today, Sikkim has emerged as the most happening State in the Country creating
many exemplary models of development in all sectors. Why and how is this small State
tucked in the high Himalayas, able to break away from the conventional thinking and
approach? There are certain elemental factors in our thinking that has gone into the
making of new Sikkim, bringing in new thrust and new focus. We must let the country
and the world take notice of this transformation evident in every field.

Generally speaking, the third world countries are faced with a number of problems
like poverty, lack of access to affordable quality education, health care and reliable
infrastructure. However, I honestly feel that, more so, we are afflicted by the recurring
third world mindset- lacking in positive assertion, lack of creative energy, innovative
thinking and imaginative     out-of-box approach that fundamentally lends us with modern,
scientific, tenable and sustainable shift to push our overall development scenario into the
fast tract mode.

Sikkim, as the fastest growing State within the developing country presents many
exemplary development stories. This is a progressive State, because our mindset is that



of the first world country and that of the first world economy. And the Village Development
Action Plan is part and parcel of this long-term thought process of the First World
mindset.

We have already created many new development milestones, many development
initiatives which are the first of their kind not only in the State but in the entire Country.
I would like to briefly present them before this distinguished gathering comprising of
elected representatives, policy makers, implementing agencies and the general
stakeholders.

1. Total Organic State- Sikkim the first State to adopt state-wide organic farming
practices to make it total organic by 2015;

2. Environment Management- Sikkim the first State to undertake many
innovative and green initiatives including Smriti Ban, Green Mission and
Ten Minutes to Earth;

3. Sikkim the first State to remain neat and clean;

4. Sikkim the first ever State to successfully ban use of plastic, killing of wild
animals, green felling in forest, ban on grazing etc.;

5. Tourism destination- Sikkim the first State to promote and popularize the
concept of eco-tourism and village tourism;

6. Total Literate  State- Sikkim the first State to undertake large number of
measures to make it fully literate by 2015;

7. Education as topmost priority- Sikkim as the first State to put education on
topmost priority with over 20 percent plan allocation;

8. Sikkim the first State to provide for free education, free uniform, text book,
free scholarship, educational loan, Chief Minister’s Free Scholarship for
students pursuing higher studies in top 20 Universities of the world;

9. Capacity Building initiatives- Sikkim the first State to introduce concept of
capacity building to train our educated youths in different trades and
professions;
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10. CMSES- Sikkim the first State to introduce the Chief Minister’s Self
Employment Scheme to assist young entrepreneurs;

11.  Healthy Sikkim Mission- Sikkim the first State to provide free medicine,
provide free Hepatitis B and MMR vaccination, introduce mobile clinic;

12. CATCH- Sikkim the first State to introduce the Chief Minister’s
Comprehensive Annual and Total Check-up for Healthy Sikkim (CATCH)
campaign. Under the program, Doctors and medical team would assist every
Sikkimese to undergo medical check up annually for both preventive and
curative measures on a compulsory basis;

13. A fulfilled State- Sikkim the first State to fully provide the basic minimum
needs to people;

14. Social Justice- Sikkim the first State to introduce range of social safety
measures and to ensure equitable growth and development of all citizens;

15. Sikkim the first State to provide for comprehensive reservation to all section
of population including the business community;

16. Sikkim first State to vigorously promote cooperative movement through
preferential grant to cooperative societies to execute development works
of below Rs. 50 lakhs at the GPU level and Rs. 2 crores at the district level;

17. Sikkim the first State to provide free LPG connection to BPL families;

18. Sikkim the first State to provide for free distribution of 35 kg rice to the
most needy BPL families;

19. Sikkim the first State to provide for free housing under the Mukhya Mantri
Awas Yojana at the cost of Rs. 6 lakhs each;

20. Sikkim first State to undertake complete modernization, greening and
expansion of all urban market place on the model of MG Marg in Gangtok;

21. Sikkim the first State to fully devolve administrative and financial power to
the grass root functionaries under the decentralized regime;



22. Sikkim the first State to provide for 40 percent seat reservation to women
under Panchayati Raj Institution, which is being raised to 50 percent from
the next Panchayat election;

23. Sikkim the first State in the Country to provide for monthly Honorarium to
both the Members of rural and urban elected bodies;

24. Sikkim the first State to conceptualize and execute construction of char
dham to locate all the four dhams in India within a single complex;

25.  Sikkim the first to initiate and build the underground Monastery in the State;

26.  Sikkim as the first State to continue to emerge as the most secular State in
the Country;

27.  Sikkim as the first State which is completely peaceful;

28.  Sikkim the first State to successfully adopt and promote the concept of
reverse integration vis-à-vis its relationship with the mainland India and the
fellow citizens;

29. Sikkim the first ever State to provide for the highest pay structure to its
employees across all ranks and posts.

Preparation of the Village Development Action Plan would serve as the guide
book for scientific village planning for the present and will remain relevant for future
development and progress. Apart from offering a long term action plan, this document
will also, inter alia, help us to curb unemployment by creating host of employment avenues
at the grass root level- and this at a time when we are contemplating multiple interventions
to tackle this global menace.

Professor Dafflon has crossed the deep oceans and the dreary desert sands taking
all troubles in his strides to share our concern and lend his helping hands. We are immensely
thankful to you Sir for accepting our request to offer us this consultancy services and
we are deeply indebted to you for sparing your precious time, energy and intellectual
inputs to give concrete shape to our vision and dream. I express deep sense of gratitude
and thank Professor Dafflon and his entire team for giving us this priceless document. I
compliment and congratulate the Panchayats and people of Sikkim for their cooperation
including that of Aritar Gram Panchayat Unit for working as team to prepare this
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comprehensive blueprint for village planning and development under the able guidance
of Professor Dafflon.

I would also urge all the Panchayats present here to implement the Village
Development Action Plan in their respective Gram Panchayat Units in a time-bound
manner. Sikkim can become poverty-free only when all the 163 Gram Panchayat Units
become poverty-free. And every citizen will become productive only when every Gram
Panchayat Unit upgrades its functioning into wholly productive mode. This should be the
ultimate goal of the Village Development Action Plan.

It is the declared policy of the State Government to develop the villages of Sikkim
on the lines of the rural areas of Switzerland and make Sikkim, “the Switzerland of the
East”. In March 2006, I had led a delegation to Switzerland and was highly impressed
and enriched by the significant and very commendable strides that Switzerland has
made in the past few decades particularly as a leading example of sustainable
development. My interaction with Professor Thomas Fleiner, Director at the Institute of
Federalism, University of Fribourg, gave me a deep insight into the concept of fiscal
federalism and empowerment of people at the grass root level. As a result of my very
fruitful interactions with Professors and Professionals in Switzerland, today we are ably
guided by Professor Dafflon.

And knowing full well that we follow him with the faith of a sheep in her shepherd,
we cannot go wrong, we cannot afford to go otherwise and under his matured guidance
we must go the full circle to fulfill our mission thus defined, our promises to people thus
made and our sacred duty thus expressed as the faithful soldiers of Democracy- as
usual and as always.

Thank you Professor Dafflon for your assurance and your kind presence.

Thank you all.

]  ]  ]
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Farewell Note in honour of
Shri CM Ravindran, Director General of Police

Hotel Mayfair, Sikkim
December 29, 2010

Chief Secretary, Director General of Police, Additional DGPs and officials of all
ranks, police jawans who are the backbone of our Police establishment, government
employees and friends,

Sikkim is a land of peace and tranquility and we have been very consistent to
maintain and promote a sense of brotherhood among our people and friends across
border. Number of people over the years has contributed towards promoting Sikkimese
unity and socio-political progress consistent with the political programs of the State
Government. One such person of high caliber and integrity has been our DGP, dear Shri
CM Ravindran. As he prepares to lead a more wholesome and enlightened life after his
retirement, our society will continue to draw more inspiration and a sense of greater
work ethics from his achievement, his devotion and commitment to deliver positive
transformation in the overall rank and file of the police force he headed in Sikkim for
these many years.

Today, as we partake in this solemn occasion, I am overwhelmed by the mature
guidance that he provided in the smooth running of state police establishment and the
overall affairs of the State in a more responsible and responsive manner. Obviously,
Sikkim and its people have also benefited immensely by his benign presence all these
years. On my personal behalf and on behalf of the people of Sikkim, I want to thank Shri
Ravindran ji for serving the cause of Sikkimese people and the countrymen with
consistency and steadfastness.
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Under his overall supervision, the people of Sikkim were able to exercise their
democratic rights including adult franchise for both Assembly elections and panchayat
elections, for Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha in a free and fearless manner. Over the
years, the democratic polity and principles have been further consolidated by
effectively introducing decentralization and devolution of powers at the grass root
level. Shri Ravindran was part of the larger team to introduce many of the police
reform measures undertaken by the State Government over the decades. His
contribution towards drafting of the policy measures and subsequent implementation
has been very valuable.

He has shown immense consideration to boost the morale of the police force
personnel who are serving in some difficult areas, high altitude locations and to further
strengthen the confidence of the general masses in the working of democracy and rule
of law. His suggestion and work culture based on his experience has guided our force to
apply compassion in dealing with social problems and apply law of the land firmly but
with humane face. I congratulate Shri Ravindran for the respect and faith he commands
among his friends and subordinate and for endearing himself with jawans at all levels, as
one amongst them in times of joy as well as sorrow.

During his long innings at the police service, Shri Ravindran has proved his efficiency
at the state, national and international level serving in different capacities even outside
the Country. I feel that his simplicity and steadfastness to duty has always been his forte
in his meritorious service span.

As we sit together today, we realize that we have gained immensely from his
company to further build up respective career we pursue and grown matured in the
democratic practices to serve the larger interest of the people and the Country. As you
prepare to live the next phase of your life, we are confident that your association with
the Sikkimese people have been a distinct privilege with you as well.

In addition to being the Head of the Police establishment, I find Shri Ravindran as
a very good human being. As person heading the Police Department, Shri Ravindran
has supported us in all our endeavours to better the life of the people of Sikkim. On my
part, I cherish deep respect for Shri Ravindran ji and I have immense love for him as my
brother. And this will remain with me forever. Through his association and regular
interaction, I have been able to learn many good things in life and this will remain forever
with me.



Sikkim has moved ahead and achieved outstanding milestones in diverse fields
including socio-economic status and cultural enrichment of the people of Sikkim. In all
these achievements, the role played by Shri Ravindran ji will remain forever engraved in
our collective memory.

As the sages would say, we are required to face all situations with equal ease, I
know Shri Ravindran will continue to impress upon the quality of governance in the
State and the police establishment in particular for a long time to come.  We would look
forward to your continued friendship, your company and suggestions to further consolidate
on all the good works we have together accomplished.

My wife Smt. Tika Maya Chamling and family members join me to wish Shri
Ravindran and all his family members a long and fruitful life ahead. I once again thank
Shri Ravindran ji for the selfless service rendered in the State for pursuing the collective
goal of greater peace, progress and prosperity of the society, state and the country at
large.

Wishing you all Success and Best Wishes for your future, I thank you once again
for being with us- yesterday, today and tomorrow.

Thank you.

]  ]  ]
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Conference on Science, Spirituality and Education
Chintan Bhawan, Gangtok

December 20, 2010

Most venerable His Holiness, the Dalai Lama, His Excellency the Governor of
Sikkim, respected Shri B.P. Singhji, respected monks, eminent scientists, professors and
philosophers from across the globe, distinguished guests and participants present,

We felt most delighted and honoured when our proposal to organize this Conference
on Science, Spirituality and Education in the benign presence of His Holiness was
accepted, as the basic fabric of this theme runs through the veins of all the people of
Sikkim who have been practicing this way of life for years. His Holiness has blessed the
people of Sikkim by his past visits and this divinity is very dear to us as my Government
has all along been the proponent of cementing the brotherhood of the Sikkimese people
which is held very dear and sacred by all of us. We, thus, stand further blessed today
when His Holiness would be seeing us through the deliberation of this important
Conference taking place in the world today. We are indeed deeply honoured with the
presence of intellectuals, academicians, thinkers and philosophers from all parts of the
world.

It is common knowledge that man is basically a seeker, seeker of knowledge, of
happiness and above all of perfection. In this process, all spheres of activities of man
come under self-enquiry, introspection, retrospection and finally perfection. Education is
the process which purifies man’s inner self. Education fosters man’s ethical and spiritual
wealth that sustains his character and teaches him to deliberately avoid selfishness and
imbibe the spirit of sacrifice.

The 3-day International Conference on Science, Spirituality and Education is being
organized with honest intention to establish and advance symmetry between the seemingly



disparate disciplines of learning as a desirable and unified force to exert balanced and
harmonious growth in the overall evolution of complete society. Father of Nation, Mahatma
Gandhi prescribed a proper and harmonious combination of intellect, body, heart and the
soul for making of the whole man constituting the true economics of education.

The State Government is consistently working to strengthen the fabric of communal
harmony, mutual love, peace, compassion, emotional binding, respect for elders, love
and support for the weak and poor through series of activities. Respecting the sanctity
of all living organisms including the green and clean environment, we have undertaken
many conservation measures to protect our Mother Earth.

1. We have banned the use of non-biodegradable materials like plastic and
poly-bags in the State. Similarly, we have banned green felling in forests
and imposed ban on Grazing in reserved forest areas and killing of wild
animals;

2. We introduced Compulsory Environment Education for schools in 2000 and
imposed ban on smoking in Sikkim;

3. To reduce dependency of villagers on firewood and forest resources, free
LPG connection for people below poverty line and economically weaker
section of society is being provided free of cost;

4. Sikkim Green Mission 2006 launched to integrate people with Nature and
invoke mass support for the cause;

5. Eco-Club and Green Funds created in Schools and Colleges;

6. Glacier and Climate Change Commission has been constituted by the
Government;

7.  More recently, we have undertaken yet another green initiative namely the
annual Ten Minutes to Earth program planting lakhs of saplings in the State
every year.

Through these many steps, we have guaranteed the sacredness of life and their
natural rights to live and grow freely. To preserve the deep rooted faith, belief and socio-
cultural heritage of the people, we have notified sacred caves, rocks, lakes, chhorten &
hot springs in the State and banned the scaling of the sacred  peaks and defilement of
sacred caves, rocks etc.

Conference on Science, Spirituality and Education   359



360   Sikkim: Enabling Qualitative Development

The basic idea of such historic decisions and other environmental measures is to
fully conserve the environment and ecological sanctity of our State and respect all forms
of life on earth. We, the human beings, are the highest form of creature and a dominant
being on earth. By implication, this would mean that we have the sacred duty and
responsibility to look after the welfare of all other beings on earth. Therefore, through
firm commitment and dogged consistency, we have honestly tried to follow and emulate
the essential principle of ‘Ahimsa Paramo Dharma’ in the State as propounded by Lord
Buddha.

After we formed the Government in 1994, we initiated the process of socio-
political cleansing, strengthening of political process responsive to the needs of the
people, rule of law, social justice, gender equality and balanced growth encompassing
both the physical, spiritual, emotional and educational aspects. Over the decades,
Sikkim has emerged as the best model of secularism ensuring complete respect for
cultural diversity, diversity in religious belief and faith belonging to all people. We
have set Missions to make Sikkim a total organic State, totally literate, poverty free,
premiere eco-tourism and harnessing the hydro-power potential with 2015 as our
target year.

We have made tremendous progress in our mission of Total Literacy and Healthy
Sikkim by improving our literacy rate to over 85 percent today. We provide free education
upto college level including host of educational incentives. We are now focusing on
quality aspect and make our education system more grounded in reality and life-oriented.
Over the decades, we have realized that unless and until we are able to provide access
to equal standard of the best education to children belonging to both the creamy layers
and the working class people, we will not be able to fulfill our mission of equitable
development.

Although Democracy provides for equal socio-economic opportunity to all citizens,
yet children groomed under different educational environment without uniform standard
will not be able to enjoy their rights equally. Therefore, we are trying our best to provide
best education to all our children in Sikkim. Sikkim was the first State to undertake free
Hepatitis B vaccination for children. Over the years, we have started several preventive
and promotive health programs like the Chief Minister’s Comprehensive Annual and
Total Check-up for Healthy Sikkim and distribution of free nutritional elements like
calcium, iron, folic acid etc.



Our effort in Sikkim has been to bring about balanced development in the life of
people physically, mentally and spiritually.  As a layman I continue to think that unless
we maintain a fine balance between material pursuit and spiritual fulfillment, we can not
think of a healthy and balanced society. Without balanced growth and development, our
society, country and the world can no longer remain peaceful. One of the greatest
challenges we face today is that people in the world have grown self-centred and self-
serving and we can feel the gradual waning away of humanly qualities like compassion
and sensitivity.

Although we belong to different nationalities, different races and different socio-
cultural or religious backgrounds, we are all endeavouring to decipher the mystery of
life. Since ages, people are on the eternal quest for mokcha, nirvana or salvation. Lord
Buddha, Lord Rama, Lord Krishna, Lord Jesus Christ or Allah set forth a definitive
goal- a destination and a colossal dream for all the human being to end worldly pain. And
as usual we feel spiritually lifted and blessed by the generosity of His Holiness in guiding
us to pursue our ultimate goal. We thank you immensely for your blessings and your
benign presence.

I would also like to thank all the delegates, eminent professors, intellectuals and
religious heads for taking so much of trouble to come to Sikkim and share their insightful
knowledge with us.

Thank you.

]  ]  ]
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Sikitex 2010- IT Exhibition & Conference
Chintan Bhawan, Gangtok

October 7, 2010

Speaker, Sikkim Legislative Assembly, Shri KT Gyaltsen, cabinet colleagues,
Members of Parliament, MLAs, senior officials from Ministry of Information Technology,
NIC officials, officials from other States, distinguished guests representing IT giants
including IBM, Sify and ILFS, members of Press, ladies and gentlemen,

Narayana Murthy of the Infosys fame recounted how in the early 1980s, he had to
literally make 25 visits spread over 18 months to the bureaucracy in New Delhi to import
one computer! Now the scenario has changed completely with Infosys and all other
information technology companies which have made India a front runner in software
exports.

With liberalization of the early 1990s and the simultaneous abolition of licence-
permit raj, India has earned fame and distinction excelling in the IT sector. Computer
Software in India is the miracle sector growing at 40 per cent annually for a decade
earning $ 8 billion in exports last year. By all account and global submission, India’s
knowledge power and knowledge industry is ever expanding providing jobs to lakhs of
young people. The demographic dividend is playing out very well in this sector for our
country.

I am happy to join this distinguished gathering of IT professionals of the Country
who have made their high mark in IT applications worldwide. I also welcome distinguished
guests from other States and officials from central Ministries to deliberate on how best
we could harness the IT tools for the welfare of the people at large. India is a vast
Country and the responsibility of providing access to IT benefits to all sections of population
is a big challenge. The big question we have to answer is how far we are successful to
bridge the digital divide in this country. This gathering and all Seminars and Workshops



that will take place later will define our benchmark of where we stand in terms of
access and affordability to use this facility. You are aware that India has also embarked
on a ambitious project of bringing Universal Identity to all citizens. This project is being
headed by another great stalwart of the IT industry, Mr. Nandan Nilenkani. Universal
financial inclusion will ensure that much of the benefits can flow directly to the poor.

Sikkim is a State nestled in the Himalayas, 7096 sq kilometers in size and with a
population of over 6 lacs. We are amply blessed by its natural diversity in physical
features, natural wealth and socio-cultural features. Sikkim is one of the 18 biodiversity
hotspots in the World. With altitudes ranging from almost sea level to 28,156 ft Sikkim
has alpine landscapes, luxuriant forest, water bodies and tranquil lakes. Sikkim is a
veritable island of peace and mutual brotherhood.

With this background of immense natural wealth and socio-political stability, the
State Government has been working hard to promote sustainable growth and development
in every sphere of human activities. Working on a range of development priorities during
the last one and half decade, we have been able to introduce large number of socio-
economic measures raising the living standard of people to a new high.

In every front, Sikkim has witnessed over 3 fold increases over and above the pre-
1994 scenario. We have worked out a long-term Mission in the State to make Sikkim
poverty free and total literate state by 2015. We are also focusing in making Sikkim a
completely Organic State, self reliant, healthy, a producer state, a Green State, an eco-
tourism destination, complete decentralization and devolution with the year 2015 as the
target year.

While we deliberate on the IT revolution, it is necessary to determine how best we
can pitch in information technology tools to quickly fulfill the Missions spelt out by the
Sikkim Government which also form part of the Millennium Development Goals set by
the United Nations. In the context of Sikkim and from the Sikkimese point of view, I look
at IT boom as an effective enabler to empower people in terms of quick delivery of
human services and easy access to information and world knowledge.

I am happy to state that the State Government begun works a decade back to
firmly modernize our development approach by providing emerging expertise to our
people and also making our delivery system more effective through use of IT tools. We
started working in various areas like strengthening our data base, land record and
extensively used it in our day to day functioning of State administration.

Next, we seek to derive rich dividend out of this modern tools in our decentralization
and devolution program both with regard to administrative and financial powers to the
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Panchayats. Village level planning based on the principle of bottoms-up approach to the
entire planning process in the State has been introduced.

In order to enable us to implement our policies in a meaningful manner we formulated
two milestone documents, namely Sikkim- The People’s Vision and Human Development
Report. These important documents have identified various thrust areas that can bring
about eco-friendly sustainable development using a judicious mix of traditional ethos and
modern technology including information technology.

We are aware that Information technology can play an important role in reducing
the carbon foot print. We are focussing on e-governance and putting an increasing
number of public services like payment of electricity bills on-line including many other
services like posting of government circulars. Online media, e-Commerce, e-Paper,
telecommuting replacing face-to-face meetings - could play a substantial role in reducing
emissions.

Information Technology identified as one of the major areas that we feel can come
up as vibrant service sector in the state, like eco-tourism which is already the mainstay
of the economy of the state.

The Government of Sikkim is acquiring over 800 acres of land close to the upcoming
Airport for a township at Pakyong. One of the thrust programs in this township is going
to be creation of Information technology hub. Information Technology specially the
Business Process Outsourcing (BPO) and Knowledge Process Outsourcing (KPO)
sector has immense potential to become a source of income generation for the local
entrepreneurs.

Sikkim has a considerable number of English speaking population, neat and clean
with salubrious climate and absence of labour problems. These are all the right ingredients
for development of the BPO and KPO industries in Sikkim. Sikkimese have an inborn
talent for art and this can be leveraged to produce animation films based on local folklores.

I understand that the central government is equally keen to wire up the entire
northeast and remote border regions with telecom, wimax and broadband connectivity
and unleash an IT revolution in the region. Proposed investment under the domain of
universal service obligation fund will go a long way to meet the demands of rural
connectivity in the northeast. However, until we are able to provide a robust and fault
tolerant set of piping, bringing in the connectivity and the bandwidth, the dreams that I
talked about will stand unfulfilled. It is, therefore, imperative that the deliberation is not
about just what to do but how to do it within a stipulated timeframe.



We had the privilege of welcoming the Union Minister of State, Information
Technology, Shri Sachin Pilot earlier and discussed with him range of related issues like
separate BSNL Telecom circle for Sikkim, alternative Telecommunication Links,
improvement of bandwidth and providing subsidies to call centre industry, introduction of
3G technology and IT Park.

Information Technology can become a prime mover in economic activity in the
state. However, some major issues that we still face and which dampens our potential
are large gap in terms of IT infrastructure requirement and land availability. Crucial
among them are lack of Internet Pipeline for and to Sikkim. In the absence of reliable
and steady flow of internet services, we are greatly handicapped to undertake many of
the ambitious IT projects in the State. Such and some other serious impediments should
be urgently addressed to fully exploit the potential available worldwide.

I suggest that this workshop and others can deliberate on the number of other
players besides BSNL who can help in bringing the connectivity. I understand that
organisations like Power Grid Corporation of India also provide this kind of infrastructure.
Similarly our power department could also explore means of providing the last mile
connectivity via their towers which has reached every village of our State. We have to
think innovatively to be able to face the challenges posed by our mountains and sparse
population. Satellite based technology is increasingly becoming reliable and cheap. We
need to see if that is also another candidate for consideration.

I am sure that the large convergence of IT professionals and enthusiasts during
the next two days here will be able to thrash out many of the crucial issues we face in
this region and the country at large. We have young educated people best suited to take
IT related ventures in the State. I am sure the two-day Workshop will provide an effective
window for all of them to chart out a new path and a new destination for themselves.

Winston Churchill once very aptly said, “The Empire of the future is going to be the
Empire of the mind”. That means building of the mind is what matters, honing of the
mind and the mind power would, for sure, determine the future economic and political
contours of the world that we together share and experience.

I once again welcome all our guests and congratulate the organizer here for this
important Workshop. I also wish the 2-day workshop a grand success.

Thank you.

]  ]  ]

Sikitex 2010- IT Exhibition & Conference   365



42

Visit of Hon’ble Prime Minister
Dr. Manmohan Singh

Gangtok,
September 29, 2011

Hon’ble Prime Minister, respected Dr Manmohan Singh ji, His Excellency, Shri
BP Singh ji, Governor of Sikkim, GOC-in-Chief, Eastern Command, General Bikram
Singh, General Vinod Bhatia, 33 Core Commander, General S.L. Narasimhan, GOC, 17
Mountain Division, officials accompanying the Hon’ble Prime Minister and every one
present today,

On behalf of the people of Sikkim, the State Government and myself, I thank you
for your visit to Gangtok at this crucial juncture.

Sir, your two telephone calls to me before leaving for New York has given us great
comfort. Your assurances too have been communicated to the people of our State bringing
in hope. It has also helped tremendously in coping with this natural calamity. And today,
you have spared your valuable time to be amongst us in our time of need. We are indeed
very grateful.

The damage to our infrastructure has been immense. Over 34,000 dwelling
houses are reported damaged. Restoration and reconstruction of over 3230 kms of
roads and 314 bridges, the State Secretariat, school buildings, historic monuments
and religious institutions, major power infrastructure, water supply lines, minor
irrigation channels, hospitals, health centres and other crucial structures require
immediate attention.

Furthermore, we have lost livelihood opportunities running into crores of rupees
and the morale of our people is presently at an all-time low. I must add that there is
tremendous work going on in the various communities, helping one another through
community counselling which is part and parcel of our Sikkimese culture.



Over the years, Sikkim has prospered and seen as a model of development and an
oasis of peace. We have grown stronger as a border State and been steadfast in our
resolve to safeguard the sovereignty and integrity of our great Nation.

The roads in the North District leading to the China border have been destroyed,
their maintenance falls under the aegis of the Border Roads Organization.

There are altogether 1,500 houses and over 16,000 people around these places
that have been totally cut off from the rest of the State. It will take not less than three
months to restore road network in the region and hardship caused to people will persists.
Construction of the proposed Alternative Highway from Jal Dhaka via Rhenock and
construction of North Sikkim Highway has been delayed due to non-receipt of
Environment Clearance.

Meanwhile, we need three more helicopters to keep the lifeline to these areas in
North Sikkim open for civilian and food transportation. The Central Government is
requested to provide 100 percent support for operation and maintenance of helicopter
service till the roads are fully restored.  I must add that the Army and other agencies
have helped and we continue to look forward to their continued support. I thank them
from the bottom of my heart.

Owing to this devastation, Sikkim has been pushed back by 5-7 years in terms of
development progress. Our pace of development will slow down. It is estimated that we
would suffer a loss of over Rs. 2,000 crores this year in terms of revenue under power,
tourism and other economic sectors.

The total lives lost stands at 60 and loss of property is estimated at more than Rs.
7000 crores thus far.

And against that, we seek Rs. 6,890 Crores as assistance from Government of
India for rehabilitation, restoration and reconstruction of damaged infrastructure and
properties of the affected people. We have never asked for any extra support nor looked
to extract undue advantage from the Central Government. However, now we need your
blessings so that Sikkim can reconstruct and continues as a peaceful border State.

Sir, we have shared a long association since the time that you were the Finance
Minister of India. Today you are our Prime Minister. I respect you not only as our Prime
Minister but also as a great human being and statesman.

I am sure that you will be more than generous in your help to the people of Sikkim.

Thank you.

]  ]  ]

Visit of Hon’ble Prime Minister   367



43

Meeting the Deadline for a Developed Sikkim

Task For Each Department For 100 Days

Chintan Bhawan
April 18, 2011

Time and tide waits for no man and therefore, there is no rest for me, for you and
no rest for our thought processes. As the New Year unfolds new revelation, fresh
challenges and a new twist to life situation, we have to update ourselves, upgrade our
own strategy and renew our collective commitment to work harder, deeper and under
improved atmosphere of cooperation, coordination and mutual faith.

My fellow Members and co-workers in the government, in the bureaucracy, grass
root functionaries, all the stakeholders, members of press fraternity- today we must and
we will define a concrete way forward to ensure that we neither rest nor rust. And in
togetherness, we find that courage and conviction to gain our way and acquire that
means to fulfil our missions.

You are aware that over the years, we have introduced certain path-breaking
development models.  Year after year, we spell out new interventions and try to induce
a new sense of urgency among all stakeholders to fulfil our development goals quickly
and timely. During the last Budget presentation, I have reiterated our commitment to
meet our long term goals duly introducing some new schemes and welfare measures.
In order that we remain ever alert and continuously focused on our path, we have
sought to communicate a time bound development program as an inclusive and
comprehensive approach.

I would request all the Heads of Department, officials and staff at all levels to
carry forward the objectives as contained and expressed in the booklet that we have



circulated. To re-enforce the rationale and objectivity of the task, I would seek your
indulgence to the individual points with regard to every individual department and the
honest endeavour on our part to see Sikkim grow and also see that the people of Sikkim
prosper and progress further on. I would now take up defined Task of each department
for strict compliance and implementation within the timeline.

RMDD

1. Complete all ongoing schemes. List of on-going schemes with completion
date to be brought before the Government.

2. Strengthen all infrastructures on drinking water supply schemes for quality
water supply to the villagers. Status on all Water supply schemes with targets
and completion dates to be given.

3. All ongoing PMGYS road to complete. List with completion date to be
filed.

4. Kutcha house free and slum free Mission schemes including Mukhyamantri
Awash Yojana Schemes proposals for launching them for construction of
6000 Houses to be brought to the Government.

5. All new BDO Offices, Gram Prashasan Kendras, Rural Marketing
Centres, Rural community centres to commence construction within 100
days. A list to  be furnished with commencement dates.

6. Decentralisation and devolution process to be further strengthened to make
the administration fully people centric for providing qualitative services to
the people.

7. The bottoms-up policy of the Government with all micro planning in projects
should come up to the Government from the grassroot level. Mandatory for
Gram Sabhas  to be held  regularly and to be the basis for all decisions.

8. The MG-NREGA schemes are to dovetail and supplement other
developmental programmes with qualitative delivery and not to simply mean
giving financial assistance. No payment to be made under MG-NREGA
without work. Assets  created through MG-NREGA are to be the collective
responsibility of the Gram Panchayats, the Block Development Offices and
also the District administration.
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9. All the assets belonging to the Rural Management and Development
Department should be maintained and made functional and an inventory
created. The assets of the Department should be properly entered in the
register so that all properties like furniture, office equipments, land, etc. are
duly recorded.

10. With 50% reservation for women, Zilla and Gram Panchayat territorial
demarcation on the basis of geographical limit and population should be
completed.

11. For the benefit of the landless, land should be acquired. A Blue Print of 100
days with Targets to submitted  to the  Chief Minister’s Office.

12. Construction of Kissan Bazars, community centres and community
playgrounds wherever  approved should be started both by the Urban
Development and RMDD in their respective jurisdiction.

13. Completion of  all village roads and foot bridges are to done at the earliest.

14. Monitoring and evaluation of all the projects and schemes to be done and a
report submitted to CMO.

15. Innovative schemes benefiting the people will be the Governments priority.

Social Justice

1. Complete all ongoing schemes. List of on-going schemes with completion
dates and status to be brought before the Government.

2. All old age pension, physically challenged person pension, Samajik Bhatha
should be given monthly and not at the end of the year. The entire District-
wise funds for these schemes are to be decentralised and transferred to the
District Collector for proper and timely distribution to the beneficiaries.

3. All Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled Caste Scholarship to the students of
the Government Schools are to  be given on the basis of merit only.

4. All widow remarriage grants and inter-caste marriage grants are to be
channelized through the  District Collectors.

5. The Scheduled Tribes, Scheduled Caste and MBC plan fund are to be utilised
in a more productive manner and not squandered.  Modalities to be placed
before the Government.



6. Food supplement to students should be nutritious and laboratory tested to
ensure quality and distribution system streamlined.

7.  ICDS funds for providing food to the children are to be channelized through
the District Collectors.

8. Food for lactating and pregnant mothers as well as food for children who do
not come to School should be of nutritive quality.

9. The ICDS teacher salary should similarly be paid timely at the end of every
month.

10. All the ICDS Centres are to be well equipped.

11. In every ICDS Centre, a small playground should be constructed under
MG-NREGA in coordination with the Rural Management and Development
Department.

12. Monitoring and evaluation to be organized at the HOD level and report
furnished  to the Office of the Chief Minister.

13. Innovative systems to be brought forward before the Government. Priority
will be given to  innovative schemes.

HRDD

1. All on-going schemes to be completed.  List with completion dates to
furnished.

2. All teachers are to be trained by 2015. Blue Print to be prepared and
submitted.

3. The quality in teaching should improve and students not made to suffer. All
teachers, Departmental officials and the Government are to jointly responsible
and accountable for qualitative education.

4. Science Streams should be given importance and opened up in Senior
Secondary Schools. The DIET and B.Ed. Colleges are to be strengthened.
A new DIET Centre to be opened in Mangan and the ones already in
existence revamped within 100 days. A plan of action to submitted.

5. Excess teachers to be shifted to Schools with shortages. Statement of teacher
deployment with information on shortages and transfers to be submitted.
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6. In all Schools are to have their  teaching staff  in full strength.

7. Teachers ailing form poor health and not able to discharge their duties
effectively should be retired.  Line of action to be submitted.

8. Chief Minister’s Meritorious Scholarship scheme should be further
standardized with joint examination at Class V centralized as Board
Examination for proper assessment. Proposal in compliance to be submitted
for approval.

9. State Education Regulatory Commission to be constituted.

10. Proper Manpower planning to be done, so that students find employment
opportunities on completion of their studies.

11. A separate new Directorate of Primary Education to be set up.

12. Sanskrit teachers who are holding temporary posts should be regularized
with creation of posts by Department of Personnel.

13. Monastic teachers also should be given primary teachers status along with
Sanskrit teachers. In the eyes of the Government, both monastic and Sanskrit
teachers are at par with primary teachers.

14. Right to Education Act should be under the charge of a Project Director
under the over-all supervision of the Secretary, HRDD who would be
responsible and accountable for all actions.

15. Vacancy of Language Teachers posts should be filled up.

16. The Senior Secondary Schools which have been designated as Growth
Centres in the region should be strengthened to assume leadership of growth
centre and become a hub of education development in the  region.

17. A new Mukhyamantri Special Education Scheme for the very poor children
to be initiated from this year. Proposals to be formulated.

18. Distribution of all text books, uniform, etc. to the children should be completed
by January every year. This year there has been inordinate delay.
Accountability be fixed on the defaulter.

19. All college campus constructions should commence within 100 days.
Completion status to be submitted.



20. All ongoing construction schemes of buildings, accommodations, construction
of auditorium and hall should be completed and any new construction being
taken up this year to also start. A statement to be submitted.

21. For the Central University at Yangang, road has been constructed, helipad
built and land also made available. The displaced land owners need to be
resettled for which a joint proposal should come up from the Department
and the University.

22. In the Central University, subjects that are relevant to the State, such as
environment, trade, glacial studies, etc. should be encouraged. In the
Academic and Executive Council of the Central University the State
Government representatives and other knowledgeable and qualified persons
of the State to be inducted.

23. The Department should encourage Ph.D. Scholarships in various subjects.
Chief Minister’s Educational loan, Chief Minister’s Meritorious Scholarship
Scheme, Prerna Yojana and Chief Minister’s Scheme for higher studies in
the country and abroad should be made available to the students of Sikkim,
for which more awareness programme should be conducted. A Project
Officer to handle all these schemes should be appointed by the Department
along with hosting of the information in the Website.

24. Ensure strict administration in the department at all levels.

25. All the officers of the Department should know the basic knowledge of
class room teaching.

26. A mechanism of regular inspection of all schools should be laid down to be
strictly followed and monitored.

27. Funds meant for Mid Day Meal, Stationeries, RMSA, SSA, ancillary funds
etc. available in the schools to be implemented with proper utilization of
funds, and are to be monitored on a regular basis.

28. Repairs of schools, toilets etc. should be carried out from time to time and
assets properly maintained.

29. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the level of the
Head of Department.

30. Innovative systems to be brought forward before the Government.
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Health

1. Complete and monitor all on-going schemes. All ongoing construction of
Hospitals, PHC and PHSC are to be completed. Details to be submitted to
the Office of Chief Minister.

2. The quality of medical treatment should in Government hospitals to be
improved, Nurses and medicos at Primary Health Centres and Sub Centres
to adopt a human approach.  Overall delivery of health services to improve.
New measures adopted in compliance of these directives to be submitted to
the government.

3. In all Hospitals, Primary Health Centres and Sub Centres posting of
manpower should be completed.

4. All medicines and medical equipments including X-Ray film should be
functional and available at all Government hospital and centres. Department
to ensure compliance. Government Doctors referring lab tests to private
agencies  to be monitored.

5. Each referral case should be fully examined in the background of available
treatment within the State it. As far as possible, referrals should be avoided
and made only in life threatening and genuine cases.

6. Both curative and preventive treatment should be strengthened with health
awareness conducted at various levels.

7.  Mobile Clinics and CATCH programme should be implemented with right
earnest and 100% success ensured.  To combat AIDS, preventive measures
to be strengthened with a humane approach.

8. Health coverage for pregnant and lactating mothers to be upgraded and
strengthened. Maternity Allowance should be given in time. MMR and
Hepatitis B vaccine should be made available to all. Similarly iron folic and
calcium tablets should reach all. All steps towards prevention and cure of
MDR Tuberculosis to be urgently taken up.

9. In all Government Hospitals, patients should be provided nutritious food
prepared under the watchful eye of dieticians. Hospital blankets, bed-sheets
etc. should be replaced wherever required.



10. All medical equipments purchased by the Government should  be optimally
utilise and a report of equipment inventory submitted to the Government.

11. 575 bedded Hospital coming up at Gangtok should be completed within the
scheduled time frame. All medical Specialists should indicate their
requirement so as to incorporate these in the plans of the new multi speciality
hospital. Manpower for positioning in the new Hospital should be planned.
Training of Doctors may be organized and planned without further delay.
Plan of action to be submitted to the government.

12. The ASHA Workers should be given honorarium commensurate with their
services towards the community.

13. All works generated under the private health sector in viz. employment,
constructions, businesses, etc. must be awarded to local people.

14. All established private sectors in the State should grant 100% jobs to the
local youths.

15. Uniform wages should be paid to the local and non-local employees.

16. Victimisation or high handedness against the local employees must be
stopped.

17. Engagement of workers for more than eight working hours in such Private
institutions to be stopped.

18. Minimum wages approved by the Government must be given to employees
appointed in Private Organisations under the health Sector.

19. One member of family to be given employment under die-in-harness
policy.This policy is also applicable to private health institutions.

20. There should be safeguard in health and education of the children of every
category of employees engaged under Private Organisations in this Sector.

21. Employees Provident Fund (EPF) for all employees of Private Organisation
must be provided to local Sikkimese people.

22. All sanctioned supply and tendered works of Private Organisations must be
given to local Sikkimese people.

23. All Pharmaceutical Firms doing business in the State are to compulsorily
have ware house facilities.

Meeting the Deadline for a Developed Sikkim   375



376   Sikkim: Enabling Qualitative Development

24. Eligible local candidates must be employed in  Executive and Managerial
posts in  Private Organisations.

25. All workers and employees in Pharmaceutical Units in the State are to be
provided with insurance coverage.

26. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the Head of
Department level and a report submitted  to the Government.

27. Innovative systems in the health sector are  to be brought forward before
the Government on priority.

Labour

1. Completion of  all ongoing schemes to be ensured.

2. State Government’s approved labour wages to be implemented in all
Departments. All factories in the private or non-Governmental sector, hotels,
industries, power projects, are required to implement the minimum prescribed
Government wage. Labour Department officials and staff  would be required
to physically make inspections to check the implementation of minimum
wages in private business holdings.

3. Capacity building training should be designed to be more job oriented.
Vocational training in Livelihood Schools similarly should be job oriented.
Wherever livelihood Schools are yet to be established, they should be
established within 100 days,. Compliance report to be submitted to the
government.

4. Apart from training in skills and curriculum, training under Capacity Building
program should also strengthen mental prowess and psychological resilience
duly building the personality aspect of the trainees.

5. Minimum Bonus Act should be implemented in all non-Governmental
organizations and Labour Compensation Act to be enforced.

6. No discrimination between local and outside employees should be tolerated.
Role of the Labour Department officials should be more proactive on the
implementation of  government policies.



7. In all such non-Governmental sectors in factories, hotels, power projects,
etc. the system of contractor hiring labourers for the project to be completely
abolished and appointments are to be made directly by the Project
implementing Agencies.  Labour Department is to ensure compliance of
this government directive.

8. Warehouses of all projects in Sikkim are to be located within the State so as
to ensure that revenue in terms of tax and VAT are not lost to the State
exchequer.

9. Equal wages should be paid to local and non-local employees in all Hydro
Power Projects.

10. Local youth working under Hydro Power Projects and other Private
Organisations should be directly assumed as employee of the said
Organisation.

11. Victimisation or highhandedness on the local employees must be checked
and stopped.

12. Engagement of workers more than eight hours in Private organizations should
be stopped. If engaged, they must be given overtime allowance.

13. Labour Compensation Act should be enforced to all Private Companies.

14. Minimum wages approved by the Government must be paid to employees
appointed in these Private Organisations.

15. One member of a family has to be given employment under die-in-harness
which is required to be imposed in every Private Organisation.

16. There should be safeguard in health and education of the children of every
category of employees of Private Organisations.

17. Central Employment Exchange (Compulsory Notification of Vacancies) Act,
1959 should be enforced in all the Private Organisations and branch offices
of central government to be established in the State.

18. Beneficial scheme like Gratuity should also be implemented for all categories
of employees in Private Organisations.
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19. Every Private Organisation must set up Health Centre and Schools at their
work place for the benefit of the workers and their children.

20. All the workers and employees in these hydel projects, industrial concerns,
pharmaceutical units and Hotels should be accepted as their own employees
to be directly appointed by them and not through contractors. Only Sikkim
Subject Holders and those possessing CoI as locals to be employed by them
and provided with insurance coverage.

21. All construction works, transport works other business works etc, should
be given only to locals by these private organizations.

22. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the level of the
Head of Department.

23. Innovative systems to be brought forward before the Government on
priority.

Energy & Power

1. Completion a of all ongoing schemes to be ensured. A list of on going schemes
with completion dates to be furnished to the government.

2. MoU signed with Power developers are to be implemented in letter and
spirit, and projects completed in the stipulated time frame. Failure to complete
the Power project within the scheduled time are to be penalised and
compensation realised to the State Government. Comprehensive proposal
to be submitted to the government.

3. State equity share to be compulsorily provided as it is in the interest of the
people of Sikkim and the State Government.

4. Power Project developers plying heavy vehicles and causing damages to
roads need to pay for the repairs and maintenance of these roads.These
roads are : Melli-Legship, Rangpo-Rorathang-Rhenock, Singtam-Dikchu,
Mangan and Chungthang highways. A concrete proposal is to  be submitted
within  week’s time by the Department.

5. All other ongoing State projects are to be completed within the financial
year without fail.



6. All no operational State power projects are to be revived on priority. Suitable
strategy and plan of action for revival to be submitted to the government at
the earliest.

7. All Power Sub-Stations, distribution system, Power line transformers, ST/
LT line meter box, etc. which are non functional are to be  upgraded,
renovated, replaced and modernized. Proposals to be submitted to the
government  within 100 days.

8. The Department has to ensure quality electricity to the citizens. The ways
and means towards this directive to be  submitted to the Government.

9. All technical staff working as lineman, meter reader, machine man, power
house man, etc. should be trained and skilled. Technical staff who have lost
their lives in the discharge of their duties or who have been invalidated are
to be paid compensation. A scheme may be prepared and brought before
the Government.

10. All products being purchased by the Department are to be as per prevailing
market rates and of ISI quality.

11. Estimates framed should also be capable of facing technical and financial
scrutiny. No Consultant should be appointed without Government approval.
Should a Consultant need to be appointed proper justification and approval
of the government is to be obtained.

12. State Power Regulatory Commission is to be constituted.

13. All jobs and construction works in Hydel Power Projects must be given to
local people of Sikkim and those already employed in Power Projects should
be regularized within the stipulated time period.

14. Jobs must be granted to local Sikkimese people in accordance with the Rule
4/4 by the Power Project Developers.

15. All works generated under the Power Project Developers like employment,
construction works, business must be awarded to the local people.

16. All Power Project Developers must set up their Health Centre and School
at their work place for the benefit of the employees and their children.
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17. Minimum wages approved by the Government must be given to the
employees appointed in the Power Projects.

18. All workers and employees in these Power Projects should be provided
with insurance coverage.

19. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the level of the
Head of Department.

20. Innovative systems to be brought forward before the Government on priority.

Tourism

1. Completion of all on-going schemes to be ensured. List of ongoing schemes
with completion dates be submitted to the government.

2. Responsible tourism is to be promoted. Department to impart and impact
this principle in their approach, policy and implementation.

3. Taxi fare rates should be reasonable. Wide publicity with the help of display
of rate boards and distribution of pamphlets/brochures for incoming tourists
to be made available, showing hotels room tariff for single room or a double
bedded room or suite with full details of each hotel and the facilities available.
The tourists on arrival should also be given a list of do’s and don’ts to be
included in the brochure/pamphlet. E-mail addresses of the hotels should,
invariably, be shown in the brochure against each hotel so that payments
through Internet to be encouraged.

4. Every taxi carrying tourists are to have a disposal bag made of local material
for garbage disposal . Littering of tourist spots are to be made a punishable
offence.

5. In order to ensure good services with quality and clean environment on
their arrival in the State, Taxi Drivers are to be encouraged to maintain
cleanliness and etiquette and also be knowledgeable about information
regarding the State.

6. Entry fee are to be imposed on tourist spots like Siddeshvar Dham, Tourist
complex at Ranka and other complexes. The operation of Nathula route
should similarly be given through bidding and no monopoly should be
permitted.



7. It is the responsibility of the Tourism Department to come up with norms to
see whether locals are being employed or are being discriminated against.
In the allotment of parking places and construction of new hotel complexes
and the employment in the hotels itself, locals should be given preference in
view of the growing unemployment.

8. All Hotels set up in Sikkim have to offer their 100% jobs to the local
Sikkimese People.

9. Drivers posts in Private Organisations in Star category Hotels, etc. should
be given to local people only.

10. All workers and employees in these Hotels should be provided with insurance
coverage.

11. In order that very healthy atmosphere is created for the benefit of the
tourists, the local businesses and for the employment of locals in these, an
Ombudsman on Tourism rendering justice should be appointed for which
the Department should come up with concrete proposal within this period.

12. All licences of the Department should preferably be in favour of the
unemployed youth. The Department should build up a mechanism in this
direction.

13. Wherever wayside amenities facilities, parking places, etc. of the Department
have been completed, immediate steps should be taken to see that these are
made operational.

14. The Department should obtain environmental clearance from the Ministry
of Environment and Forest, Government of India for the Bhalaydunga
Skywalk Project which is a priority project of the Government. Tourism
Department is to be responsible for Environmental Clearances from the
Ministry of Environment and Forest, Government of India.

15. Namchi Ropeway project is to be completed.

16. The concept of having Tourist Police is to be implemented on priority.

17. In view of the potential in tourism as a service sector, in the ensuing World
Trade Mart meet, apart from Government, hoteliers and tourism stakeholders
are also to be encouraged to participate.
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18. The governments focus is on responsible tourism, village tourism, home
stay tourism, rural tourism, organic tourism, for which funds have to be
mobilized. The Department is  to implement the aforesaid focus of the
Government. The funds of the Thirteenth Finance Commission should be
sourced. Similarly the State plan funds should be sourced.  Head of
Department is to take proactive measures on this front.

19. Institute of Hotel Management is to organize training of all private hotel
operators’ employees. Department is to undertake a proper manpower
planning study so as to bring about an overall improvement in the quality of
services.

20. 600 acres of land with the Government is available for development
purposes. Interested private sector players along with the locals who are
interested to be given land on lease for construction of hotels, shopping
malls, golf course, health tourism, entertainment parks, theme parks, etc,
are to be welcome to invest.

21. The Tourist complex at Ranka is  lying unutilized. Similarly Chemchey
Adventure Tourism centre is in the same state of affairs. These are to be
put on track. Pilgrimage tourism to be promoted . The Department should
bring up proposals to work in these directions more vigorously.

22. Estimates prepared should also be technically correct and presentable at
any level. Our Engineers should be competent and answerable. No Consultant
should be appointed without Government approval. If any Consultant to be
appointed in unavoidable circumstances and reason, approval should be
obtained by giving full justification and facts before the Government.

23. Tourism Department is to bring out a good Tourism Coffee Table Book.

24. Production of mementoes, souvenirs are to be encouraged and promoted.
Tourism has not reached its full potential and Department needs to gear up
its activities.

25. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the level of the
Head of Department.

26. Innovative systems to be brought forward before the Government.



Land Revenue

1. Complete all ongoing schemes and the status with regard to each ongoing
scheme with completion dates to be furnished to the government.

2. Land Bank scheme to be implemented vigorously. Purchase of land should
be in the name of the Government. Under this scheme, the beneficiary
should be given possession for 99 years under a lease. However, the
restriction on sale and purchase of land of a person having less than two
and half acres should be strictly enforced. This must be implemented
rigorously. The department should keep record of all Government lands.
Wherever lands have been encroached upon, these should be dealt with as
per provisions under the law. Confusion on Private Estate land needs to be
addressed. A concrete proposal to be brought before the Government.

3. Officials in the Land Revenue Department need to be trained about
maintainance of land records and land laws of the past and the present.

4. Village level centres, Block level, Sub-divisional level and District level
revenue administration to be strengthened. New VLO centres to be opened
wherever required.

5. Purchase and sale of land process needs to be further simplified for the
convenience of the public to avoid harassment to them. Department to
submit proposal for simplification of land transactions.

6. No direct purchase of land is permissible by Private Investors. Investors
have to purchase land through the Government in order to curb operation of
land mafia surfacing to negotiate such deals.

7. Simplify certificate of Identification issue process for the genuine without
any harassment.

8. Natural calamity fund are meant only for calamity affected areas. The
natural calamity fund should be used for construction of houses by way of
asset creation in the affected areas.

9. The Surveyors in the District and Sub-divisions should be properly trained
to avoid harassment to the public.
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10. All land records should be computerized and all sale and purchase transactions
updated on a daily basis. The Department should have quick and accurate
access tips through computerization the details of land holdings of all persons
in the State.

11. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the level of the
Head of Department.

12. Department to bring up innovative proposals.

Commerce & Industries

1. Completion and monitoring of all on-going schemes. Details with completion
dates to be submitted to government.

2. Before new registration is given to any industry any lacunae in MoU should
be removed to ensure employment of locals in the projects. If training is
required to be given to such local people, they should be trained by the
Companies with the Department monitoring over them as Ombudsman.

3. All land requirements by non-Governmental sector projects in Hotel, power
projects, factories, etc. will be routed through the State Government .

4. The incentives given in the North East including Sikkim for educated youth
should be publicised through a printed booklet in order to create general
awareness amongst the youth.

5. All new projects in the non-Governmental sector should come forward for
the benefit of Sikkim and the people of the State and follow the MOU as
per the policy of the State government. A Project Officer in the Department
should be appointed to oversee these. Any modification proposed in the
MoU should be brought to the notice of the government.

6. The GICI products need to be diversified in order to generate more revenue
especially from tourists who are its main customers The Skills of the workers
need to be upgraded and their wages revised.

7. Trade Mart for Nathula should be completed and it should be of international
standard as it involves the prestige of the State. The Trade Mart should also
be run professionally with tradeable items list to be increased. The quality
of items offered for sale should be of high standard.



8. Trade related law, tax consultancy, Chartered Accountant along with proper
manpower planning and capacity building should be encouraged.

9. All kinds of works generated under the Government and Private Organisations
like employments, constructions, businesses, etc. must be awarded to local
people.

10. All established private sectors in the State should grant 100% jobs to the
local youths.

11. Uniform wages should be paid to the local and non-local employees.

12. Victimisation or high handedness on the local employees must be stopped.

13. Engagement of workers for more than eight hours in Private institutions
must be stopped.

14. Minimum wages approved by the Government must be given to employees
appointed in the Private Organisations.

15. One member of family has to be given employment in die-in-harness cases.
This policy is to be applicable for the private sector as well.

16. There is to be in place safeguards for health and education of the children
of employees in the Private sector.

17. Employees Provident Fund (EPF) for all employees of Private Organisation
is to be compulsory.

18. All sanctioned supply and tendered works of Private Organisations must be
given to local Sikkimese people.

19. All Pharmaceutical Firms must set up their Ware Houses within the State.

20. Eligible local candidates must be given the post of Executive and Managerial
posts in all Private Organisations.

21. All Private Sector Projects in Sikkim have to offer 100% jobs to the local
Sikkimese people.

22. All shopping Malls and Show Rooms must be allotted to local people.

23. Jobs must be granted in accordance with Rule 4/4 by all Private Sector
Organisations.
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24. All materials used in Central Government and Private Banks must be
purchased within the State.

25. All workers and employees of Hotels and the hospitality sector are to be
provided with insurance coverage.

26. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the level of the
Head of Department.

27. Innovative systems to be brought forward before the Government.

Forest

1. All on-going projects should be completed. A list of them showing completion
dates should be submitted.

2. The Department should undertake plantation, afforestation, fencing, including
bush plantation for seasonal and off seasonal and ensure survival of rare
species. Plantation of rose, champ, tuni, sakuwa, sal and teak are to be
encouraged. Department is to submit a comprehensive Plan of Action to
the government.

3. Mother trees are to be protected and preserved.

4. All fallow barren land of forest, khasmal, gaucharan including private land
should come under massive plantation drive. A plan of action on this to be
furnished with targets.

5. Plantation work along the road, as well as bamboo plantation and plantation
of fruit bearing and flowering trees in Reserved Forest to be also undertaken
by the department.

6. In lower belts cultivation of Ritha, Totola, Lapsy, Rudraksha etc. should be
encouraged whereas in higher elevation Avacado, Chindey are to be
encouraged. Focus is to be on flowering and fruit bearing tree plantation.
Along highways and roads plantation of Nakima and Totney could be
encouraged.

7. Earth cutting and debris dumping  areas should be identified and demarcated
by the Department,  and notified for public convenience.

8. Wherever environment clearances are required, it should be cleared without
undue delay. The Department should speedily obtain environment clearance



for Skywalk project by vigorously pursuing the matter with the Government
of India.

9. The Department should also factor in the constraints of size and population
when formulating forest conservation schemes and programmes.

10. Two picnic spots  and one Zoo are to be developed.

11. Proper utilization of Forest fire fighting funds are to be ensured.

12. While protecting the wildlife drinking water facility for wildlife is to be also
ensured.

13. All the Officers of the Department beginning from Forest Guard upwards
should be knowledgeable and well trained. Decentralisation of power should
be effectively implemented in the Forest Department.

14. The lamentable state of affairs of Bird Park at Rabdentse and Butterfly
Park in North Sikkim do not speak well of the Department. A report to be
submitted.

15. Implementation of Joint Forest Management should be result oriented.

16. Green Mission and 10 Minutes to Earth Programme should be carried to
their logical conclusion. Department should show case the success to the
people.

17. JICA Scheme (Japanese International Cooperative Agency) to be
implemented properly.

18. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the level of the
Head of Department and reporting to the Government.

19. Innovative proposals of the Department with complete plan of action for
success are to be submitted to the government.

Agriculture and Horticulture Department

1. All Agriculture, Horticulture and Floriculture projects which are ongoing
should be completed. A list of these on-going projects with completion dates
to be furnished.
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2. As Organic Sikkim is a Mission goal department is to appoint a Project
Director for implementing the organic schemes at the State level under the
guidance of the Secretary.

3. In the Organic Mission of the State, the capacity, skill, knowledge and
awareness amongst those implementing and the farmers should be
strengthened on a firm footing  as it is the objective of the government to
make the Organic Mission a success story for the rest of the country to
emulate.

4. Training provided to thousand farmers should be continued and maximised,
however the number of certification of organic and its marketing at the
national and international level should be properly tied up. It is therefore
imperative that the Project Director be a dynamic and versatile.. Young
educated youths should be encouraged to get themselves involved in export
of organic products.

5. All the employees from Fieldman upwards should have basic knowledge in
organic farming whose capacity should be built up and further enhanced. A
transformative thinking is necessary. If an expert is required on organic
farming,  expertise should be got.

6. Ban on chemical fertilizers should be strictly enforced. The Department
should focus in areas of seeds and plants production too. The State could
emerge as a premier seed production State for export.  A concrete proposal
is to be formulated and submitted to the government.

7. Priority should be given to cash crops in agriculture, horticulture and
floriculture so as to ensure lucrative economic returns to the farmer.

8. As the cultivable area is small, the cluster approach should be adopted so
that one village cultivates orange, the other cardamom and another village
ginger, passion fruit or chilly cultivation or vegetable, as the case may be. A
definite proposal should be brought up before the Government. The cluster
approach could be adopted for tea cultivation also. Research should be
made for value addition to the agricultural products as in the case of maize
cultivation. Farmers could opt for value added products such as babycorn
cultivation. Proper motivation, training, knowledge awareness should be
encouraged for all round improvement.



9. Along with paddy cultivation, orchid cultivation, cymbidium cultivation,
seasonal flower and off season vegetable cultivation should be encouraged.
The farmers may have multiplicity of vocations.

10. In the lower belt Banana and Sajana cultivation could be encouraged.

11. Effects of Climate change on the growing pattern of plants and crops need
to be studied and informed to the farmers.

12. Sikkim is known for medicinal plants and herbs. This resource should be
judiciously unitised and its plantation encouraged.

13. Refrigerated vans and warehouses are essential for marketing horticulture
and agriculture produce. Department is to look into this aspect of marketing
seriously.

14. Regulated markets which are under construction to be completed and newer
ones to be started.

15. Focus to be on Value addition .

16. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the level of the
Head of Department for generating reporting to us.

17. Innovative schemes should be brought up to the government.

Animal Husbandry

1. All on going projects are to be completed. List of these on-going schemes
to be submitted along with completion dates.

2. Plans to fulfil demand for meat, fish, poultry, beef, eggs and milk both for
internal consumption as well as for outside should be formulated and submitted
to the government. The import of more than 1.70 lakh cattle for meat is not
desireable and efforts to rear bulls for beef within the State is to a priority.
In fishery, trout is to be encouraged. Awareness campaign to be launched
and the youth to be encouraged in engaging in this sector. A complete plan
of action with targets to be prepared and submitted.

3. Dairy production should be further stepped up. The Department should
come up with a parent breeding centre for cattle and cows, pigs and poultry
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and a goatery rearing centre. The Department to bring proposal in these
directions for submission to the government.

4. No procurement of heifers from outside the State to be made. The heifers
demand are to be made from  high breed cows within the State. Heifers
born to our high breed cows should not be allowed to be sold outside the
State. A mechanism to ensure this has to be built up. A complete road map
to be prepared.

5. High breed goats are to be procured this year for distribution to our
farmers which should eventually result in the State being self sufficient
in mutton supply. A complete plan of action to be prepared and
submitted.

6. The Department should also take care to preserve and conserve local breeds
of cows and bulls and should come up with a conservation plan.

7. Cattle rearing being lucrative profession,  the youth should be involved by
the Department. Animal Husbandry officials & V.S. Doctors to make
frequent field trips and motivate cattle rearing amongst farmers and people..
Decentralization in the Department to be done so as to enthuse contribution
and participation form each and every field functionary.

8. Department to open up more Stockmen centres, wherever necessary.
Already existing Stockmen centres are to be revamped. All
Veterinariens  and officers should make frequent field visits to the
villages, for generating awareness, improving quality, delivery and
monitoring of various schemes and programmes being implemented.
The Department should focus on improving its functioning by reorienting
itself towards market situation, and should endeavour to meet the state’s
demand for meat and diary products. Department is to also motivate
the youth to take up animal husbandry related income generation
schemes and activities.

9. Monitoring and evaluation of all the projects in the Department should be
done at the level of the Head of Department and report submitted to the
Government.

10. Innovative proposals must be encouraged.



DoP

1. All vacancies to be filled up.

2. All M.R., Workcharge, Adhoc employees to be regularized as per norms.

3. Timely promotions should be ensured. All promotion vacancies to be filled
up. Establish an effective system of getting rid of delays between Department
of Personnel and SPSC in order to remove harassment due to delays.

4. Proper manpower utilization and planning should be conducted for re-
deployment in required Departments.

5. It is the responsibility of the Department of Personnel to solve the problems
and not cause undue delay and harassment.

6. All officials who have been transferred on deputation should be regularized,
as for example, teachers who come on deputations to be regularized so that
fresh teachers could be appointed.

7. Cases of all suspended employees should be decided early on the basis of
Departmental enquiry.

8. The Service and Conduct Rules should be implemented properly.

9. Create posts of Sanskrit teachers.

10. Die-in-harness cases to be appointed within one month.  Policy to be laid
down.

11. Where no vacancies exists , no adhoc appointments to be made as per the
One Man Commission recommendation.

12. Officiating promotion unnecessary and should not be conceded instead,
promotion should be given on time.

13. At the lowest gazetted level in State Civil Service, State Police Service,
State Accounts Service, State Forest Service, etc. every year intake of 5
Officers direct recruitment in each of the State Services to be organized.
DOP should initiate action urgently.

14. Capacity building to be organised for at least five Officers in each of the
State services for exposure and skill upgradation like 40 Officers undergoing
training at Shimla in Himachal Pradesh.
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15. Under the Chief Minister’s Self Employment Scheme limit Rs.3.00 lakhs
loan has to be raised Rs.10.00 lakhs for those who are serious and genuine
entrepreneurs for setting up fast food, catering, Memento making, hotel,
travel agency, bakery, dairy, goatery, piggery, Mushroom cultivation,
floriculture, horticulture and transport.

16. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the level of the
Head of Department.

17. Monitoring and evaluation should be done through bio-matrix technology
with proper reporting to Chief Minister’s Office. Bring up effective proposals
in this regard.

18. Bring forward Innovative proposals which cut red tapism and delay.

UDHD

1. Complete all ongoing schemes and list with regard to each on going scheme
to be furnished along with completion dates.

2. In all Bazars and towns basic amenities of drinking water, toilet, children
park, entertainment park, open theatres, etc., to be provided. A plan of
action in this regard be submitted.

3. All bazaars/towns where these upgradation and modernization work have
not been taken up should now be started immediately. A plan of action with
targets to achieve should be evolved.

4. Pedestrian footpath and fly-over bridges wherever required should be
constructed. Concrete proposals in this regard should be submitted.

5. Sewerage system in all bazaars and towns to be streamlined. Proper
coordination with PHE required to be achieved. Proposals in this respect
and the progress made so far be submitted.

6. Waste management is needed to be streamlined, beginning with individual
household. Installation of dust bins for degradable and non-degradable items
should be ensured. No compromise on waste management. Frame proper
rule and ensure its regulation. New technology of recycling of waste disposal
to be installed in Martam as fly/bacteria has been adversely affecting the
entire village and its vicinity.



7. All bazaars and towns, to have sign signages in English and Devnagari
script of uniform size . Signages to be standardised.

8. All underground wires of the Telecom Department and other agencies to
be removed from clogging the storm water drain. Need for a more acceptable
technical solution to lay out cables in urban areas.

9. The preferred colour of  all buildings within urban areas should be green.

10. Estimates prepared should also be technically correct and presentable at all
levels. Engineers should be competent and answerable. No Consultant
should be appointed without Government approval.  Should any Consultant
to be appointed under unavoidable circumstances, approval of the
Government should be obtained by submitting full justification .

11. Building Bye Laws to be framed for construction of earthquake resistant
buildings, in view of the fact that the State is in the seismic zone-5.

12. The procedure of issue of Trade Licence to be simplified. In pursuance to
the norms and rules, if the trade licence applicant is a local, licence could be
given right away with the requirement of furnishing the required certificates
to be completed while renewing.

13. Construction works of Kissan Bazars wherever  approved should be started
without further delay by both  the Urban Development and RMDD in their
respective jurisdiction.

14. Rates of consumer goods should be checked from time to time. Black
marketing to be strictly curbed.  Ensure a mechanism to be in place with
consultation with Food & Civil Supplies Department.

15. Tailoring units and shoe shine stalls to be relocated at a suitable place in
town.

16. Each town/bazaar should have proper taxi parking place. A plan of action
with regard to all the bazaars/towns for taxi parking to be prepared and
submitted.

17. All Urban Development roads in Gangtok bazaar should be improved and
modernized.
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18. Provision of stationing fire personnel in each bazaar/town should be pursued
by the Department for their location.

19. The State is committed to a slum free State, for which purpose necessary
steps to be taken by department.

20. Green belts to be maintained and vacant areas within the bazaar/town area
to be covered with plantation/replantation/seasonal flowers and well
maintained . Gardeners and Mallis should be well trained.

21. Maintenance of street light, water fountain of bazaar areas should be properly
supervised and ensured that these civic amenities are functional. Coordination
with PHE and the Forest Departments should be done. Demarcation of
work and responsibility of various agencies and departments working in
urban areas to be segregated and jurisdiction defined.

22. Parking fee within the Municipal areas which is being realized needs to be
rationalised and proper rules and rates notified.

23. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the level of the
Head of Department for generating report to be submitted.

24. Innovative schemes are to be submitted to the government.

Transport

1. Complete all ongoing schemes and the status with regard to each on going
scheme with completion dates to be submitted.

2. The Department to work towards providing quality in their bus service.
Optimisation of utilisation of buses must be ensured so that buses do not run
empty.

3. New bus services should be initiated, wherever there is need and demand.
The city runners should be increased.

4. The Department should study the feasibility of bus services on a regular
basis for sight seeing  within city limits as done in other Metros.

5. Manpower planning and capacity building needs to be done for ensuring
politeness and good behaviour towards passengers and commuters.



6. Driving licence should be issued only after proper test.

7. All bus stops are to have toilet facilities and provisions for tea, snacks and
refreshments.

8. At the time of renewal of Blue book, parking fee should be realized. A
mechanism in this respect should be brought out.

9. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the level of the
Head of Department.

10. Bring up innovative proposals to cut cost over-run, delays and for higher
revenue generation.

Roads and Bridges

1. All on going projects should be completed. List of these with completion
dates to be filed.

2. The department should bring about qualitative improvement in the condition
of the existing State highways. The condition of the roads and drainages
leave much to be desired and drastic steps are required to improve this
sorry state of affairs. The Engineers fraternity should take this up as a
challenge. Strengthen the infrastructure for ensuring quality improvement
in the condition of the roads. A transformative thinking has to be made in
the working of the Department for bringing changes. A plan of action to do
to be submitted.

3. All tendered road constructions should commence within 100 days.
Department to furnish a list with cost, commencement and completion dates
for submission to the government.

4. Explanation for delay of carpetting works of Pakyong Machong and Pabong-
Jaubari road to be submitted.

5. For enlistment of new contractors, whether solvency certificate is required
or not should be examined. Contractor certificate should be given on the
basis of financial standing.

6. Maintain quality of all carpeting works with time bound completion.
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7. The Department should upgrade their road construction plants and
equipments. Gradients and curvature of roads need to be designed
professionally.

8. The drainage should be well planned for hill areas. Modern technical concepts
are to be applied.

9. Similarly, landslide treatment along the road should be more scientifically
planned and executed.

10. All regular M.R. workers should be paid in time.

11. Greenery along the road must be maintained. The Department was instructed
to purchase grass mower machine in the past to use along the road side
which it has not done so. Plantation of trees along the road reserve should
also be undertaken by the Department. In fact, a Project Officer for road
reserve plantation management and grass cultivation management should
be appointed at the State level. A compliance report to be filed.

12. Munshis, Supervisors and regular M.R. Workers of the Roads and Bridges
Department should be trained for plantation works.

13. The Department should ensure payment of all land compensation cases.

14. The Cooperative movement for award of works to cooperative societies
should become a success. The Women Cooperative Societies, Educated
Unemployed Youth Cooperatives or Labour Cooperative Societies should
be allotted work as it will help unemployed youth and labour secure
employment. The Department should address itself aggressively to ensure
involvement of the unemployed youth and others through Cooperative
Societies for execution of works.

15. The Roads and Bridges Department should be constantly in touch with the
Border Roads Organisation for monitoring overall condition of the National
Highway and other roads under them for the benefit of the people of Sikkim.

16. The estimates prepared should be technically correct and presentable at
any level. Our Engineers should be competent and answerable. No Consultant
should be appointed without Government approval. If any Consultant is to
be appointed under unavoidable circumstances, approval should be obtained
by giving full justification and facts before the Government.



17. The Power Project Developers and the Industrial Companies using State
roads should make good the damages to the State Government. Lay down
a mechanism and submit Report.

18. Illegal encroachment of road reserve should be curtailed by effectively
dealing with them.

19. All tendering process should be transparent and competitive.

20. Innovative schemes from the Department are to be formulated.

21. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the level of the
Head of Department and report  submitted to government.

PHE

1. All on-going projects should be completed and a list of these schemes with
completion dates to be submitted.

2. The Department should provide 24 hour quality drinking water to the people.
Water distribution system should be properly maintained from the source to
the end user.

3. Water conservation and water source development should also be done by
the Department in order to ensure no water scarcity. The Department should
coordinate with Forest and Science & Technology Departments for evolving
a proper hydrology map for the State for the next 50 years. A Project
Director  should be identified and nominated in the Department.

4. Protection of all Water Reservoirs is to be done.

5. Officers of the Department should upgrade their knowledge and skill
capability in purification of water technology and in hydrology. The
Department should think for at least next 50 years and come up with
proposals of drinking water supply, water source management and
conservation.

6. The estimates prepared should be technically correct and presentable at
any level. Our Engineers should be competent and answerable. No Consultant
should be appointed without Government approval. If any Consultant is to
be appointed under unavoidable circumstances, approval should be obtained
by giving full justification and facts before the Government.
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7. Sewerage disposal system should be strengthened for Gangtok and also in
other towns and bazaars in coordination with the UD & HD.

8. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the level of the
Head of Department and report made available to government

9. Innovative proposals for drinking water supply and sewerage should be
formulate  for achieving full-proof success.

Buildings and Housing

1. All projects which are ongoing should be completed. List of these schemes
with completion dates to be submitted.

2. Quality in all works has to be achieved. Department should submit a detailed
plan of action on the manner in which this is  to be achieved. The Engineering
fraternity should take this up as a challenge.

3. The Government quarters meant for C & D Grades should be suitably
upgraded. The Department should construct more C & D Grade quarters.
Proper specifications need to be laid down such as the minimum number of
rooms, with provision for dining room, kitchen, etc, for decent housing.
Similarly, furnishing to be provided so that they are up to contemporary
standards.

4. Modern design concepts and architecture are to be applied in building designs.

5. Maintenance and repair of traditional structures should also be attended to.
A plan of action in this regard may be submitted showing the location and
the conservation required of  such buildings.

6. The estimates prepared should also be technically correct and presentable
at any level. Our Engineers should be competent and answerable. No
Consultant should be appointed without Government approval. If any
Consultant to be appointed in unavoidable circumstances and reason,
approval should be obtained by giving full justification and facts before
the Government.

7. The Department should compile information on the total area of land in its
possession and submit a report of these details.



8. Landscaping of Government housing quarters should be done aesthetically
and quarters constructed along with area beautification plans.

9. All Government quarters should be occupied and not kept vacant.

10. If an Officer owns a building or house of his/her own and also occupies a
Government quarter at the same time, then some mechanism may be evolved
to realize cess from the government servant over and above his House
Rent Allowance.

11. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the level of the
Head of Department.

12. Bring forward innovative schemes and proposals.

Irrigation

1. Complete all ongoing schemes and the status with regard to each with
completion dates to be furnished.

2. Irrigation works upto Rs.10.00 lakhs work be done under MG-NREGA but
for works above Rs.10.00 lakhs the Department should do it ensuring quality
as their priority.

3. Existing irrigation channels to be strengthened and properly maintained.

4. New channels should be laid not only for paddy field but also for cardamom
and dry field areas for vegetable and flower growing. Rs.150.00 crores has
been kept for this purpose. The Department should bring up proposals during
this period.

5. Engineers in the Department should see the perennial source of water and
verify the source before sending any proposal for irrigation channel. The
schemes under Brahmaputra project should be completed within the current
year with quality. Estimates for jhora training and such of the protective
works should be genuine to benefit the public and not the contractors or
individuals. The Department should ensure this. A list of these schemes
being taken up to be submitted.

6. The estimates prepared should also be technically correct and presentable
at any level. Our Engineers should be competent and answerable. No
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Consultant should be appointed without Government approval. If any
Consultant to be appointed in unavoidable circumstances and reason, approval
should be obtained by giving full justification and facts before the Government.

7. Gangtok jhora training, Singtam river protection, river valley works of
Singtam, Melli, Jorethang, Rangpo, Rongli and Mangan should be done on
priority. The DPR should be sound. The Brahmaputra scheme could be
extended upto Ranipool.

8. Kulo works should be of quality and resulting in increase in cultivation.

9. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the level of the
Head of Department.

10. Bring forward innovative proposals and schemes in tune with modernization
with optimal benefits.

Culture

1. Complete all ongoing schemes and the status with regard to each ongoing
scheme with completion dates to be furnished.

2. Conservation and propagation of the culture and tradition of the people of
Sikkim is the priority of the Government. The Department should formulate
a definite Plan of Action on promotion and preservation of culture and
traditions of the State.

3. Documentation of all the cultural facets like song, drama, dance and theatre
should be done. Proposal in this regard should be submitted to the
Government.

4. Apart from preservation and conservation of our culture, Department should
establish linkages with the tourism sector.

5. Youth of the State should be made aware of our rich culture, tradition,
dance, drama, song and theatre. Proposal in this regard to be submitted.

6. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the level of the
Head of Department.

7. Bring up innovative proposals before the Government.



Sports & Youths Affairs

1. Complete all ongoing schemes. Status with regard to each ongoing scheme
with completion dates to be furnished.

2. Stadiums wherever required in the State should be constructed and
maintained. A Project Officer for over seeing construction and maintenance
is to be apponited.

3. Programme of calendar of training in sports should be prepared by the
Department. Sports Meets from village level to State level to be organised.

4. Inter-School annual events to be organized.

5. Sports Academy has to be set up for which the Department should submit
a well defined proposal.

6. Football, Archery, Boxing, Tae-Kwondo, Basketbal and cricket to be
encouraged.

7. A football and Archery Academy is to be established. The Department
should similarly come up with proposals at the earliest.

8. State Level Felicitation program to be organised by the Department along
with the Culture Department to honour our national heroes, sportspersons,
educationists, musicians, dancers and drama artists etc. to in the last week
of May 2011.

9. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the level of the
Head of Department.

10. Bring up innovative proposals.

Ecclesiastical Affairs

1. Complete all ongoing schemes and the status with regard to each ongoing
scheme to be furnished with completion dates.

2. Monastic Schools to be strengthened by way of quality improvement.

3. For promotion of religious institution, contributions and facilities of the
Government of Sikkim a report is to be furnished.
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4. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the level of the
Head of Department.

5. Bring forward Innovative proposals.

Food and Civil Supplies

1. Complete all ongoing schemes and the status with regard to each with
completion dates to be furnished.

2. Food grains brought into the State should be of good quality. Three months
Buffer food stock reserve should be maintained at all times.

3. State Food Godowns wherever necessary to be constructed. Detailed
proposal to be submitted.

4. Essential commodities meant for people should reach the common people.
Black Marketing and hoarding are to be completely stopped.

5. BPL and Mukhamantri Annadan rice should be made available to the people
as per norms and on a timely basis. The Department should implement the
policy announced by the Government for increasing the BPL rice for
members of a family having five and more. Compliance Report  of the
implementation in this regard to be submitted.

6. LPG cylinders allotted two years ago have still not been received by the
people. This compliant is to be addressed on priority.

7. Strict action on LPG distributors who are failing to provide cylinders should
be acted upon. Coordination with IOC is also imperative.

8. Scarcity  of Kerosene Oil needs  to be sorted out by the Department.

9. The Department needs to check adulteration. A report on the number of
individual cases registered for adulteration to be submitted to government.

10. All transportation of food items is to be undertaken by the Government and
not by private transporters.

11. The Weight and Measures wing of the Department should be more pro-
active. The Department should inform the Government the number of cases
registered.



12. The Department should come up with a comprehensive proposal to ensure
price control.

13. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the level of the
Head of Department.

14. Department to bring forward innovative proposals to the government.

Planning and Development

1. Priority schemes of the Government should be cleared immediately by the
Department. The Department should put clearances of all proposals on the
fast track and systematically monitor their progress.  Proposal to be submitted
to the Government in this regard.

2. Proper planning policy should be framed and submitted to the Government.
Revenue generating projects should be encouraged. The new planning
approach should usher measurement and increase in the happiness index of
the people along with revenue and human resource growth. An intense
innovative planning approach is required. Proposal in this regard to be
submitted.

3. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the level of the
Head of Department to be submitted.

4. Innovative process in planning for optimal growth indices accelerating
development in the State to be adopted.

Finance

1. Streamline the process of concurrence in Finance to cut delays.

2. Use of electronic transfer of funds be arranged to various places within the
State. If the budget has been approved by the Assembly, the requirement of
sending the file to Finance may not be necessary. The file may only be
required to be sent to the Finance in cases of payment of bills etc. A proposal
in this regard to be submitted to the Government.

3. Accounts Officer in each Department to be made responsible for scrutiny
for sound financial advice for smooth implementation of projects. The
Accounts Officer in each Department shall be responsible for maintaining
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financial discipline in the department and answerable for strict implementation
of the projects.

4. Targeted and projected revenue generation should be focused and achieved.

5. Monitoring deficiency gap to be filled up. Monitoring and evaluation of all
the above should be done at the level of the Head of Department.

6.  Innovative proposals aimed at additional revenue generation to be placed
before the Government.

Police

1. Complete all ongoing schemes. Status with regard to each ongoing scheme
to be furnished along with completion dates.

2. All vacancies should be filled up through recruitment.

3. Refresher courses for capacity building to be organized.

4. In order to combat offences like cyber crime, police personnel have to be
trained and skills upgraded. Proposal  to be submitted.

5. Police training academy is to be established and strengthened.

6. IRB Training centre to be strengthened.

7. New IRB Headquarter proposed at Manglay Simchuthang. Construction to
complete with Thana and fire services facilities.

8. Strengthen all Police outposts at entry points into the State.

9. Good police personnel with integrity should be posted at the entry points .
Rotation system  in postings every two years should be followed.

10. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the level of the
Head of Department for generating report to the Government.

11. Innovative proposals to be submitted to government.

Science and Technology

1. Complete all ongoing schemes and the status with regard to each ongoing
scheme to be furnished with completion dates.



2. Water conservation should be focussed upon. Proposal to be formulated
and line of action placed before the government.

3. Proposal on Glacial study and glacial preservation to be submitted to the
government.

4. The State is a recognised Bio-diversity hotspot. A plan of action to be evolved
for its conservation and propagation.

5. Improve technology to build up scientific temper.

6. Schools should be connected with Internet. Proposal to be submitted.

7. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the level of the
Head of Department.

8. Scientific innovative proposals to be brought to the government.

Information Technology

1. Complete all ongoing schemes and the status with regard to each ongoing
scheme to be furnished with complete dates.

2. E-Governance in Government has been a priority. Implementation be
ensured.

3. Digital connectivity to be achieved. Proposal to be prepared.

4. Information Technology park to be initiated.

5. Information Technology companies to be contacted. Proposal to be submitted
to  government.

6. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the level of the
Head of Department.

7. Innovative proposals to be submitted to government.

Cooperation

1. Complete all ongoing schemes and the status with regard to each ongoing
scheme with completion dates to be furnished.
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2. Cooperative movement is  to be made successful. Linkages of  cooperatives
to markets to be established.

3. Manpower planning has to be done to make the cooperative movement a
success.

4. Training of the Cooperative personnel be also organized.

5. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the level of the
Head of Department.

6. Bring up Innovative proposals.

IPR

1. Complete all ongoing schemes and the status with regard to each ongoing
scheme to be furnished.

2. Projection of the work and achievement of the Government is very important.
A programme of well thought-out-action in this direction be brought before
the Government. Department on its own, as done by other State Governments,
through release of time to time information on governments achievements
in important sectors should be publicised.

3. Baseless allegations made against the Government must be rebutted or
responded to well in time. The role of the IPR Department is, therefore,
very crucial.

4. Yellow journalism be checked. How this is going to be done, the Department
should come forward with plan of action and place it before the Government.

5. Contribute towards further development of Press and media.

6. All achievements of the Government may be printed with quality writing. A
coffee table book needs to be published.

7. The history of Sikkim needs to be published.

8. Encourage film making. Rs.20.00 lakhs to local producer on the basis of
script approved by the Government.

9. Complete all Sikkim Study Series projects.



10. Properly set up an Audio-Video library, duly organizing all the previous audios,
videos and photographs in CDs for future record.

11. Monitoring and evaluation of all the above should be done at the level of the
Head of Department.

12. Innovative proposals to be submitted to government.

Dear friends,

I tried to communicate our commitment in considerable details and length and you
can well appreciate the State Government’s concern and seriousness to the task of
fulfilling both the long-term and short term goals set by us. Towards that larger goal, I
attach great importance to this exercise and I am sure that all of you have been sufficiently
motivated and encouraged as well, to introspect and re-think while undertaking various
people-centric schemes and programs in the State.

The State Government has already announced seventeen Missions during the last
financial year as the road map of development in the various sectors, viz. total literacy,
green mission, organic mission, poverty free mission etc. All  these will have to be
completed at all costs. The personal initiative and contribution of each one of us at
various levels be it technocrats or bureaucrats or my colleagues in the Council of
Ministers, the honourable MLAs and Panchayat and Municipal fraternity is very important.
The quality of life of our people has to improve who have reposed their confidence in
our government. This is a challenge before all of us. I appeal to all to come forward in
this noble task. Our officials will have to discharge their duties for translating our missions
into reality with more sensitivity and human touch. Today we go back from here with the
solemn promise to work as a constructive team. And that we will not be just listeners
and onlookers but work as equal partners in completing our missions within the time
frame. Some difficulties have been pointed out today regarding the present BPL list in
which the genuine have been left out and those not entitled included which is not
acceptable to us. The BPL list must be rectified correctly within the 100 days. Our
people and the youths should come forward to avail of the opportunities and facilities
that are before them. They should not remain behind and their participation in all the
developmental works is absolutely necessary. The opportunities have to be accessed to
take advantage.

I would also like to suggest that together with the points raised above, the Chief
Secretary and all the Heads of Department may link up points and messages already
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spelt out and highlighted during my last budget presentation as and when required for
effective implementation and follow up.

To make interaction more objective and result-oriented, we have also developed
Format for each Department so that reports on progress and observation of individual
department could be filed and communicated more objectively. I would like to call upon
the Chief Secretary and all the Heads of Department to re-energize their subordinate
staff and further improve the working culture within for a wholesome outcome.

More often than not, we exhaust ourselves of our potential and imaginative energy
to repeat the usual or say the obvious in the day to day functioning. We, therefore, need
to think out of the box and take action which are more imaginative, innovative and fully
grounded on the real-life situation. Having achieved so much so far, we have many
more things to achieve and accomplish. As per the provisional Census report 2011, we
have added an additional 66,837 persons over State’s population of 2001 recording a
decadal growth of 12.36 per cent. Quite obviously, we have many miles to go and the
challenge would lie in taking the road less travelled by. And as the poet would say- this
would make all the difference, towards fulfilling the collective interest of the people of
the State and the Country. And I am sure, you will all respond to our call to action in the
most sincere and frank manner to fulfil all our commitments and missions.

I wish you all success.

Thank you.

]  ]  ]
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Consultation Meeting for Preparation
of Human Development Report for Sikkim

Tashiling Conference Room
June 7, 2011

My Cabinet Colleagues, MLAs, respected Dr. Shiva Kumar, MP Lok Sabha,
Deputy Chairman and Members of the State Planning Commission, Chief Secretary,
Principal Secretaries and officers of Government of Sikkim,

It gives me great pleasure to welcome Dr. Shiva Kumar who has kindly agreed to
be associated with us in the preparation of the second Human Development Report for
Sikkim. It has been a long drawn process for us in Sikkim to initiate a fully planned
development road map. And over the decade, we have been able to integrate the best
practice of fiscal management, duly expanding our revenue base and providing extensive
training to our prospective job seekers from carpentry to aviation industry. Since the
time we commissioned to prepare our first Human Development Report in 2001, there
has been marked improvement in our socio-economic scenario. Aiming to attain the high
ground both in terms of socio-cultural richness and economic eminence, we have already
spelt out comprehensive Mission statements to make Sikkim a complete State and a
perfect State in all spheres. Towards that aims, today’s meeting marks a fresh beginning,
providing that benchmark and professional inputs in choosing the best instruments of
development suited to our State.

The State Government is fully committed to the overall development of the people
of Sikkim through short term and long term measures. Owing to our consistent effort
since 1994, we have been able to provide basic minimum needs to people of all section
from the grass root level. In fact, our policy to earmark 70 percent of plan allocation for



410   Sikkim: Enabling Qualitative Development

rural development and rural upliftment has paid rich dividend that now all our people are
out of the ‘poverty trap’.  My Government has spent huge amounts of resources to pull
people out of this trap, now we can not afford to let them fall back into poverty. When
we were voted into power in 1994, our tasks were oriented to do just this through our
pro-poor development strategy. Hence, we can see today visible improvement in the
lives of our people.

You are well aware that we joined the planning process of the Country only towards
the fag end of 1970s.  The business-as-usual attitude of the past governments failed to
inject any new dimension to our development scenario both in terms of designing new
development interventions and identifying our strengths and weaknesses as the mountain
State. Therefore, immediately after we took over, we sought to remedy this lackluster
approach to development and make it vibrant by duly introducing professional and practical
approach with special emphasis on our in-house strengths.

As a State rich in natural resources, we identified certain areas as our priority
sectors for comprehensive development of the State. They include eco-tourism, hydro-
power generation, horticulture and floriculture, hospitality services, small scale clean
industry including pharmaceutical units on a sustainable basis.

Over the years, we have made conscious effort in developing these sectors and
have made much headway at present creating host of employment opportunities in the
State. We have a range of mega hydro projects. The traditional Nathu la trade route is
now reopened. Many tourism projects are in place with introduction of village tourism,
pilgrimage tourism, home stay tourism, among others.  Ample space has been given to
the private agencies. The Central University is established in the State. We have shown
so many ways and done so many projects in the areas of floriculture and horticulture. In
fact, these are now the flourishing trade of the Sikkimese people.

However, our own people have not been able to grab these ample and huge
employment opportunities created in Sikkim fully. That means, although we are able to
create sustainable employment opportunities even outside government sectors duly
strengthening our traditional engagement like in agriculture and animal husbandry, our
people are still lagging behind to fully harness the opportunity to their full potential.

It is time we also propose new set of livelihood options for our people who could
craft out for themselves sustainable living experience. For example, I have been stressing
on how the one-time investment on rose cultivation would provide economic returns for



the next seven years in a row! Or that one time investment on tea cultivation would
serve you for the next 20 years or so. Of lately, I am personally encouraging our people
to go for cattle rearing on commercial scale to fulfil domestic market. At this point of
time alone, we import nearly 2 lakhs cattle into Sikkim annually that reach our
slaughterhouse across the State. Our campaign to make Sikkim self sufficient in various
sectors has started bearing fruit. The message has been slowly absorbed at the Gram
Panchayat Level wherein many of our people at the grass root level are doing exemplary
work to contribute towards vibrant rural economy through milk production and poultry
etc. I consider it a great honour that the people of Sikkim have reposed so much faith in
me as their leader and Chief Minister for the fourth term running. This gives us the
opportunity to work toward and indeed measure the progress as well. Indeed, the Human
Development Report will do just that. It also needs to go into some of our failures and
find ways and means to fix them.

I have been actively touring the State going village by village and meeting the grass
roots people. This process will continue till I cover all the districts. I am happy to note
that there is much progress visible on the ground. Yet there are areas where many of our
works still do not seem to have reached the people.

I would, therefore, like the Human Development Report to tell us, among
others:

• How and where our delivery systems are failing and how we can improve
them quickly;

• How best we could go about diversifying the livelihood option for our people
based on our own resources;

• In addition to the existing programs, how do we build our human capital into
more dynamic, capable and universally competent;

• How best we can induce quality proposition into our education system which
would be globally relevant and globally certified;

• How we can move to an era of Universal Health Coverage. In what ways,
we can complement our own CATCH program;

• How we can move away from the era of targeted subsidies to that of
universal entitlements. This will be the new way to do things as our poverty
figures shrink;
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• How best we plan to change the mindset of our people, especially the young
generation Sikkimese, to harness diverse economic opportunities outside
the Government for their wellbeing;

• How to design effective road map to make our people self-sufficient and
self-governed, which is my goal and mission.

I am, therefore, proposing and approving the following:

1. Setting up a State Level High Powered HDR 2011 Advisory Council to be
chaired by me personally. All my Cabinet colleagues will be members along
with the Deputy Chairman of the State Planning Commission, MP Lok
Sabha, the Chief Secretary and Principal Secretary to CM. We will have
other members as well from the Civil Society. The Secretary Planning will
be the Member Secretary.

2. Since the 12th Plan is under construction, the inputs from the HDR will also
be used. For this I am proposing and approving that the HDR Mission Cell
may be created. I do appoint Shri Sandeep Tambe, Special Secretary to
take additional charge for the purpose. The Cell will coordinate all the activities
with the Planning & Development Department.

3. The final draft will be made available and presented to the HDR Advisory
Council in June 2012.

In Sikkim, my Government is willing to go all out to transform the lives of the poor,
create more jobs and opportunities for our young people and ensure the happiness of the
elderly. I am sure you will be bringing in cutting edge thinking in the arena of measuring
human happiness of our people. Even Country like China has slowly realized that human
happiness counts more than GDP growth and that any economic growth must measured
up to the full happiness of people.

Sikkim is clearly on a progressive mode introducing range of natural resource
based development strategies. Based on the premise of clean development mechanism,
we are emerged as the greenest State, shortlisted for green bonus by the Central
Government. The step taken by the State Government to make Sikkim fully organic has
not only promoted our agriculture, horticulture and animal husbandry sector into organic
brand, but also helped promote organic tourism as a brand product in the entire Country.



You will recall that the Sikkim Legislative Assembly had passed my proposal for
the preparation of the Sikkim Human Development Report in the Budget Session held
recently. This is, therefore, a very important milestone and we look forward to vigorous
consultations with all stakeholders. Also a very participatory process should be conducted
in the making of the Sikkim HDR 2011 so that the people of Sikkim will get a report
which is truly theirs.

How is human development fully possible? This will depend on multiple factors
including prevailing peace, security, good governance and responsible citizens. In Sikkim,
we have everything in place. What we need, indeed, is re-orienting, re-stressing, re-
working and re-defining on our values that we cherish and the rich resources that we
preside over. Towards that end, we have moved the best foot forward today.

I wish you all great success.

Thank you.

]  ]  ]
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Golden Jubilee Celebration of
Sa-Ngor Chotshog Centre

Gangtok,
October 19, 2011

His Holiness, the Sakya Trizin, Gyul Yum Ku Sho, His Eminence Luding Khenchen,
Khenpos, Venerable Tulkus, Hon’ble Speaker Sikkim Legislative Assembly, Hon’ble
Cabinet Colleagues, Hon’ble MLAs, Chairmen, Chairpersons, distinguished Guests,
Monks, friends from Media, ladies and gentlemen,

I feel blessed to be able to participate in the Golden Jubilee Celebration of the Sa-
Ngor Chotshog Centre in the kind presence of His Holiness Sakya Trizin Rinpoche.
Founded in 1961 by His Holiness, this Centre has grown into a very prominent centre of
Buddhist learning. On behalf of the Sikkimese people, I express my gratitude to His
Holiness for doing great human service in spreading the essential message of dharma
and help establish Sikkim as a seat of ancient learning in the Indian sub continent. This
day, indeed, is a landmark day in the history of this Monastery which started with few
monks is today a full fledged Institution.

I offer my greetings and felicitations to all of you who are associated with the long
journey of nurturing this Institution including the present Director, Duchi, all monks and
staff for their dedication and achievements in fulfilling the aspiration of His Holiness.

Sikkim, a land blessed by Guru Rinpoche, has been an ancient land, where human
life prospers on the blessing of the invisible power and where we decipher spiritual
presence in all and every forms of Nature – the hills and the valleys, trees and stones
and Mt. Kanchenjunga. We worship nature in its varied forms. Faiths and belief belonging
to different communities prosper alongside, giving secularism a distinct class in Sikkim.



From the Buddhist philosophy to Hindu philosophy with large number of tribal customary
rituals involving worship of local deities- we offer the best example of mutual co-existence
in every sense of the term.

In Sikkim, there are about 800 religious institutions following different faith of
which, about 350 are Buddhist Institutions and about 100 monastic schools. We have
commissioned a 135 feet tall statue of Guru Rimpoche, the tallest in the world. Similar
projects of Buddha statue at Ravangla and Chenrezey statue at Sangachoeling are
being developed. This will transform the entire Sikkim State into the holy “shim-kham”
providing a unique dimension to our religious belief. The more recent project being
sanctioned is a large statue of reclining Buddha in North Sikkim which will also add
extra flavour to our land.

As a distinct State with an independent Department of Ecclesiastical to look after
the interest of all sentient being, Sikkim is a meeting point of all religious practices, of
different faiths, culture and tradition. With large number of religious institutions belonging
to different ethnic communities, Sikkim forms premiere seat of Buddhist studies in the
Country. The State Government is extending wide range of incentives including grant of
scholarship, free uniforms, books and annual subsidy to children in Monastic Schools
and Sanskrit Pathshalas across the State.

As part of long term incentive at promotion of religious sanctity, the government
has declared state holidays on the occasion of various ethnic cultural festivals like Lochar,
Tendong-Lho-Rum-Faat, Guru Padmashambhava’s birthday, Siri Junga’s birthday etc.
The government is trying to include a number of cultural and natural heritage of Sikkim
in the national and world heritage list. Cultural centres and community bhawans for all
ethnic communities are being constructed all over the State to promote community
activities on a regular basis.

This Centre is regularly supported by the State Government by providing assistance
to monastic schools, annual contingent grant and mid-day meal etc. The efforts of the
Sa-Ngor Chotshog in setting up this Centre has its significance to educate the ignorant
masses and has great role to play for the overall well being of all people. This will
ultimately contribute to the creation of universal peace and harmony amongst the people
of different nations.

You are all aware that recently a powerful earthquake measuring 6.9 in Richter
Scale rattled Sikkim causing huge loss to human life and public properties. In the devastating
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earthquake, many of our religious institutions including many ancient monasteries, temples,
churches have been severely damaged. However, I firmly believe that Sikkim and our
god-fearing citizens have been rescued by the Almighty from being thoroughly devastated,
causing relatively minor casualties by the potentially powerful earthquake.

With a firm belief in gods and goddesses and the blessings being showered upon
us, we are moving ahead with our huge responsibility to rebuild and reconstruct all our
properties and our heritage buildings. The State Government has already made
commitment to rebuild all the damaged monasteries and other religious institutions in
Sikkim to their original forms. In this task, I beseech the blessings of His Holiness and
his prayer so that we are blessed and empowered further to fulfil the task of rebuilding
Sikkim to its position of pre-eminence as the most progressive State in India. Lord
Buddha himself educated us as being the “Travellers on a cosmic journey.... dancing
in the whirlpool of infinity”. With a firm belief in the teaching of Lord Buddha and
finding true salvation following his path, I am confident of bringing back and further
strengthening the glory of Sikkim as the most prosperous land of divinity and the Sikkimese
people as ever  god-fearing, following the path of dharma to live their lives in perfect
harmony with divine injunction.

Praying for support of His Holiness and mass support from all of you, I once again
thank the management, the members of Sangha, including monks, staff and all other
associated devotees and volunteers of Sa-Ngor Gonpa for their dedication and effort to
maintain the rich legacy of Buddhist teaching in the interest of all the sentient being-
living in Sikkim, in the Country and the world over.

With profound prayer and respects, I thank His Holiness and all present here.

Thank you.

]  ]  ]



46

State Police Board Meeting
Police Headquarter

Gangtok,
October 27, 2010

Chief Secretary, Shri T.T. Dorji, Director General of Police, Shri C.M. Ravindran,
Principal Secretary Home, Shri Jasbir Singh and all Members of State Police Board,
Additional DGPs and Police Officials of all ranks present,

I am happy to join you for this significant meeting of the highest forum to address
the welfare of the police fraternity in the State. The State Government has been serious
from day one to ensure that the interest of police force is protected for all our police
personnel. In fact, Sikkim has the best set of welfare provisions for the police force
which have been introduced and implemented from time to time. This forum provides us
a good opportunity to interact in a free and frank manner thereby further promote the
welfare of our police personnel in the State.

From lowland to the high Himalayas, our police force has ever remained vigilant to
protect the interest of the State, Country and the countrymen against all inimical forces
and anti-social elements. However, due to increased human activities, cross-country
movement and technology boom, we face challenges on the whole to keep our innocent
people protected and develop enough mechanism for the society to continue to remain
peaceful, clean and healthy.

Sikkim, traditionally has been a closely knit society with regard to human interaction,
production and consumption behaviour etc. Based on a more localized economy,
subsistence farming widely prevalent led to a life simple at its best. With barter system
as the established practice of economic exchanges including labour and food grains, our
traditional society remained free from alien culture and foreign habit. However, with
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liberalization of the early 1990s and the subsequent shrinking of world into global village
Sikkim and the Sikkimese people have gradually adopted new mode of comfort and
entertainment and, of course, newer opportunity to excel in life. As were found elsewhere
in the Country and the world, Sikkimese households were bombarded by latest Television
sets, inflated hopes and aspirations and desired goals which were far more complex and
higher in reach. And all these arrived in Sikkim at once with that urgency and speed not
known in the past.

Quite clearly, we are called upon to shoulder new responsibilities and embrace
leading edge technology to effectively make ourselves safe, make our people secure
and empower ourselves to harness the positive aspects of the modern world development.
I will just try to impress upon this gathering about some of the emerging challenges with
us and call for a more dedicated and focused intervention to defeat them.

The incidence of substance abuse was widely reported in other parts of the Country
earlier. Unlike other diseases with visible effects, substance abuse has a very debilitating
effect on our society eating into the very vital of our youth, our energy and our young
promises. Family distress, withdrawal symptoms, impaired memory take their toll among
our people. It is estimated that, in India, by the time most boys reach the ninth grade,
about 50 percent of them have tried at least one of the gateway drugs like tobacco,
smoking or other inhalants. Globally, there are many reasons ascribed to this development
including absence of parental love and care in modern families, lack of nurturing,
disintegration of the old joint family system, decline of old religious and moral values etc
leading to rise in the number of drug addicts who take to drugs to escape hard realities
of life.

In Sikkim, we are saddened by the incidence of substance abuse and some extreme
cases leading to early deaths. I call upon the Police Force and the general citizens to
fight this menace jointly by generating greater awareness and responsibilities among
people, early detection and remedial measures and support rehabilitation programs, as
the case may be.  We need to vigorously pursue case study of behavioural analysis of
the more unusual sexual offences and incidence of murders and suicides in Sikkim and
also evolve database on the incidents.

The society at large should be responsible and vigilant to protect vulnerable group
of people including the teenagers. Under the available laws, the defaulters, the consumers
and the sellers should be dealt with stringent measures to discourage such practices.



The existing Acts should be implemented more vigorously. If necessary, we may consider
bringing in more stringent legislation to provide more teeth to the law enforcers to curve
this evil.

Contaminated foods and drinks are common sources of infection. Adulterated
food items could be mostly sold in unregulated market. However, regulated markets
could equally fall prey to this unhealthy practice. As major chunk of food items
comes from outside, we cannot rule out food adulteration completely. Food
commodities, edible oil, petrol etc, could contain adulterated articles prepared and
packed under insanitary condition. Apart from regular check and enquiry across the
market place, we must generate increased awareness among consumers through
education programs, legal provision. Food Adulteration can occur in rural as well as
urban areas. So the first option would be to buy branded and ISI-marked products.
A large number of consumers in the State are still not very conscious about the
possible chances of buying adulterated items on a daily basis. I would feel that the
Police personnel with concerned experts could demonstrate Test and Screening
methods among general consumers to help them identify food adulteration in consumer
items across the State, if any. We can not forget the traders charging exorbitant
rates even within Gangtok town on grocery, food and fruit commodities. These have
not escaped our attention which needs to be checked forthright.

Some forms of indoor sports have existed from very ancient time as certain form
of social time pass. Gambling in India is restricted legally but illegally gambling worth
crores of rupees takes place in the Country. Sikkim along with Goa has legalized casino
gambling and we also have online lottery and casino. However, apart from these identified
gamblings items, Sikkim Police have on many occasions busted gambling dens engaged
in card playing or other traditional forms of gambling like Mazang. Lakhs of rupees are
being bet and lost over, creating domestic discord, social stress and physical trauma.
The Indian gambling market alone is estimated to be worth US $60 billion per year, of
which about half is illegally bet.

We must always strengthen the socio-cultural fabric of the Sikkimese society by
avoiding or discarding all the evil practices. I appeal to the Police Department to be
more vigilant and deal strictly with the defaulters as per the rules laid down.

Sikkim was not known to have harboured many of the social evils raising their ugly
heads these days. One of them has been Extortion of money through illegal means like
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dubious deals, intimidation and outright threats. Lot of interference is reportedly caused
by outside elements in the development process of the State, giving undue harassment to
our people in tendering process and supply works or at times causing bodily harm to our
people for no fault of their own. These trends may also cultivate a sense of frustration
among our youths and misguide them. We have to collectively care, nurture and support
our younger generation towards constructive direction. Sikkim being a very peaceful
State could be used by insurgents or fundamentalists as safe haven to escape punishment
in other parts of the Country. We must identify if there is any such gang of thugs operating
in the State and from outside the State and pin them down as per law. I can see greater
and more challenging role for our police department to effectively pursue, coordinate
and bring them to book.

One of the most worrying trends in the State has been mushrooming of Fake
financial companies to fox our people into financial scams and illegal trading. They are
into luring our simple folks towards bright economic prospects based on unsubstantial
and untenable grounds, amassed lakhs of rupees from customers and now vanished.
Bogus financial firms like TINA, Bharosha, Gemini Traders and Stock Guru India have
already fooled our people leading to gross monetary loss of our people. I congratulate
our police force for swiftly taking effective actions against many of the firms, freezing
their bank accounts of crores of rupees. I would also appeal them for more Preventive
Action, so that such companies are not able to operate in the State in the first place.

The State Government has successfully promoted Sikkim as the eco-tourism
destination of the Country. The tourist arrival every quarter of the years has shown an
upward thrust. Tourism in every aspect including village tourism, home stay, culture
tourism, adventure tourism and pilgrimage tourism has been picking up very well during
the last decade. Educated youths across the State are increasingly taking up tourism as
the mainstay of local economy. However, some section of the stakeholders like the
hoteliers, vehicle owners and drivers, by their own acts of omission and commission, are
throwing water into our effort. On many occasions, they have been found acting in a
very irresponsible way to reap the harvest in a hurry or the proverbial killing the golden
bird at once.  This must be stopped at once and discouraged for good. Therefore, I
would call upon the Police Department to (i) monitor and enforce uniform vehicle charge
as per notified rates to various destinations irrespective of tourists’ nationality, color and
sex; (ii) ensure regular and schedule check for vehicles and driving licence for any
technical fault and road worthiness; (iii) regulate and ensure uniform hotel tariff for all
tourists; and (iv) monitor standard minimum hygiene in hotels, restaurants and roadside



eateries both with regard to food sold and clean surroundings. Besides, we need to more
vigorously attend to waste management issue and strictly enforce existing laws with
regard to use of non-degradable materials. We already have Acts which provides for
imposition of penalty for any defaulters, this should be implemented very strictly in the
State.

We are a democratic Nation and prosperity of our people will squarely depend
on the grand confluence and synergy achieved out of coordinated functioning of all
the three organs of government including the healthy growth of Fourth Estate. The
Press Fraternity has the crucial responsibility to establish that larger connect with
the common people vis-à-vis all the policies and programs of the governments under
the federal set up. The information and feedback available in Press greatly help
policy makers to design or redesign the policy prescription from time to time. Over
time, there has appeared certain deviation of values among the media men leading
to what you call it Yellow Journalism. Some people practice journalism that presents
little or no legitimate well-researched news and instead uses eye-catching headlines
to sell more newspapers. Apart from some print media, people opposed to peace
and wellbeing of the Sikkimese people are also committing cyber crime by posting
fabricated news items to damage the good image of the State- and that at a time
when Sikkim is at the national focus for all the development strides and socio-
cultural progress.

Circulation of anonymous letters and false propaganda through print media is one
form of extremism. This should be opposed tooth and nail and the Police Department
has the overall responsibility to bring to book all those involved in this evil practice.
Ethics of journalism should be fully implemented in Sikkim as the Press fraternity is
equally responsible and answerable to the people and for the smooth functioning of a
democratic State and the Country.

Illegal transportation of medicinal plants, food grains, construction materials like
timber cement, rod, pipes etc. across the border is reported from time to time along
contiguous areas bordering the State. I would call upon the Police authority to strictly
monitor movement of people and vehicles along the border posts for any illegal transaction
and movement. In fact, movement of people to and from Sikkim should be monitored
more vigorously with details on antecedent, nationality and purpose for visit. Proper
identification of people is very essential and I would call upon the Police personnel to
monitor the same.
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As a prerogative, police personnel should be mentally alert and physically fit to be
able to discharge their duty properly. Refresher courses for them at regular interval
should be devised and they should be deputed accordingly. In addition, regular yoga
classes should be held for them in the State.

I was happy to be part of the whole discussion on the Agenda Items laid out for
today’s meeting. I took note of all the opinions expressed thereon. Some of the new
initiatives proposed are praiseworthy. Like the institution of medal for meritorious service
will encourage our police force towards more positive growth and healthy competition.
Setting up of proposed labs shall help track down criminal acts more effectively and
more quickly. I would propose that the Department of Personnel would look into Item
Sl. No. 13 for speedy rationalization of SP/ASP level posts. In certain cases, we need to
apply more time and judgement as the elected Government under the democratic set up
like ours is always answerable and responsible to ensure overall justice to all sections of
people. Therefore, I propose that with regard to Agenda Items nos. 12 and 14, a State
Level Committee may be formed under the chairmanship of Chief Secretary to go into
the pros and cons of the proposals and arrive at rational conclusion incorporating the
interest of all concerned. The State Government will consider the forthcoming
recommendation of the Committee positively. Rest of the proposals may be processed
for further approval of the Government at the earliest.

I would like to say it loud and clear that Police Force in Sikkim is the highest paid
force in the Country with best of facilities. All must understand this and police officials
should educate the forces at the lower rung accordingly about range of preferential
treatment to our police vis-à-vis their counterpart in other parts of the Country.

I also take this occasion to call upon the Police Officials to look after the welfare
of their subordinates and police personnel at the lower level. In the State and Nation
building process, police force has the great responsibility to shoulder. They are equally
bound by the societal obligation to make Sikkim peaceful and orderly.   I think in Sikkim,
all of you right from DGP to the last person at the lower rank owe me a sense of
gratitude for the peaceful atmosphere and the social harmony making your job all the
more easy. It is necessary that all of you realize this. It pains me, sometimes, to think
that people take it for granted and tend to discount the amount of sacrifices that I have
made to make it happen like this.

If there is law and order breakdown or civil disturbance, the police will be the first
victim to face the situation. As per 2009 figure, a total of 797 police personnel and 106
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jawans from Army were killed while fighting the insurgents and other anti-social elements
in disturbed States across the Country without peace and security. You can imagine the
fate of police personnel in other parts of the Country. Compared to this, our police
personnel are living in peace and not even one has faced such tragic end. We must
maintain this atmosphere in the State.

Reiterating my commitment for steady progress and professional well being of the
police force, I take this occasion to announce certain policy decisions of the Government
for the greater welfare of the police personnel posted in different parts of the Country.

1. Decision has been taken to follow Single point entry in the recruitment
process. Notification to this effect is being processed and the same shall be
followed strictly in the future;

2. The existing ex-gratia grant of Rs. 2 lakhs will be raised to Rs. 6 lakhs;

3. The monthly ration allowance of Rs. 600 admissible to police personnel is
proposed to be raised to Rs. 1300 per month for all police force personnel
posted outside the State. This will raise their grant at par with the central
paramilitary forces;

4. The Last Pay Drawn Scheme will be summarily implemented in the State
soon;

5. In the North Eastern States, all Police personnel coming from outside the
region to discharge their duties is given an extra 12.5 percent Special
Allowance. Likewise, we have already decided to provide 15 percent Special
Allowance to our police personnel stationed outside the State and serving in
different parts of the Country. I would like to see that this decision is quickly
implemented in the State for the overall interest of our police force.

Defining policing, someone has rightly said, “The protection of life and property,
the preservation of public tranquillity, and the absence of crime, will alone prove whether
those efforts have been successful and whether the objects for which the police were
appointed have been attained.”

And we know, in attaining these objects, much depends on the approval and co-
operation of the public, and these have always been determined by the degree of esteem
and respect in which the police are held. This firmly explains the need for them to be
people-friendly and build a more positive image. The question is to enforce the law of
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the land firmly but with a gentle humane face. Police personnel, although bound with
and swears by service manuals is one among the many and integral part of the larger
community. The service rendered by each one of you, with the community members,
among the community members will add on to the overall value and outcome of the
society as a whole. Today, people across the world are finding due merit in social
emotional learning as the fresh instrument to re-enforce traditional values of unity, mutual
friendship and greater intra-community integration. The Sikkimese people with traditional
bonds and socio-cultural cohesion can offer a new sense of social commitment to further
promote global unity and fraternity.

I send my greetings to all the officials, police personnel and their family members
for the sacrifices they make in the interest of the society, State and the Nation. The
State Government shall always remain as their companion and guide to further make
them the model police force in the entire Country- which they already are, indeed.

Thank you.

Jai Hind.
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